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STARS COME OUT TO SHINE FOR BIG GAME TO HELP CHARITIES 



A STAR-STUDDED turnout descended on 
Banks’s stadium as the crowds came out in 
force for a charity match in memory of Tu¬ 
nisia terror victim Joel Richards. 

The Walsall match was organised to raise 
money for the Smile for Joel and Compton 
Hospice charities. 

Former glamour model Katie Price 
managed the Smiling Saddlers team and 
although she was running almost an hour 
late, she was still eager to please fans. 

Smile for Joel was set up in memory of 
tragic Saddlers fans Joel Richards, Patrick 
Evans and Adrian Evans from the Black 
Country who were shot dead in the Tunisia 
beach terror attack. Joel and his grandfa¬ 
ther Patrick were from Wednesbury and 


his uncle Adrian lived in Bilston. Nineteen- 
year-old Joel’s mother Suzy and brother 
Owen, who survived the attack when he was 
only 16, formed the charity which raises 
money to support families who are victims 
of traumatic bereavement. 

Thousands cheered and applauded as the 
Smiling Saddlers went on to win the game 
on Saturday afternoon 6-5. 

Corrie actor Shayne Ward managed 
Compton Wolves alongside assistant man¬ 
ager Steps star Lee Latchford Evans. 

Speaking about the day, former X Fac¬ 
tor winner Ward, added: “I was completely 
shocked, like everyone was, to hear about 
the tragedy in Tunisia when it unfolded. 

“When I was asked if I wanted to take 


part in the game I instantly said yes.” Hun¬ 
dreds more tickets had to be released earlier 
this month as demand for the match soared. 

Stars of reality TV Austin Armacost, from 
Celebrity Big Brother, Liam Gatsby, from 
The Only Way is Essex and fellow cast mate 
James ‘Arg’ Argent warmed up the crowd 
by posing for selfies and having a pre-match 
kick about. 

Ellen McLeod, 27, from Walsall, had come 
to the game with her mother Carol. 

She said: “I’ve always wanted to go to a 
celebrity game and this is fantastic. 

“There is a really laid back atmosphere 
and everyone seems happy to get involved 
and come and say hello.” 

• Thrilling - Page 3 


Chelsea fans fork out £1,700 for tickets to clash 


ALBION PROBE 
OVER TROUBLE 


AN investigation has been launched into the 
crowd trouble at The Hawthorns by West Brom¬ 
wich Albion chiefs after Chelsea supporters ac¬ 
quired last minute tickets for the home end. 

Baggies’ chief executive has warned that any fans involved 
will be banned from the club. Martin Goodman said the club 
would be carrying out its own probe into Friday’s disorder 


and planned to punish trouble 
lice action. 

Six Chelsea supporters and three 
Baggies fans were arrested after trou¬ 
ble broke out in the home end where 
some away supporters had been 
watching Chelsea’s 1-0 win. Seven of 
the men arrested have been charged 
with invading the pitch and bailed. 

Two others, a 32-year-old man 
from Suffolk suspected of criminal 
damage and assault and a 35-year- 
old man from Solihull arrested for a 
public order offence, have been bailed 
pending further enquiries. 

Mr Goodman added that action 
would be taken against any Albion 
supporters found to have sold tick¬ 
ets to Chelsea fans, and criticised the 
people who ‘put profit before their 
team’. Tickets had been selling for 
as much as £1,700 before the match, 
with many Chelsea followers desper¬ 
ate to see their side secure the Pre¬ 
mier League title. 

Mr Goodman, said: “We made it 
plain with our warnings before the 
game that any of our supporters who 
could be traced selling on tickets to 
visiting supporters faced sanctions 
from the club. We will continue that 
process this week. Naturally it is a 


takers, irrespective of any po- 

By Robert Cox 


matter of great disappointment for 
all at Albion and our thousands of 
genuine fans that a tiny minority 
would put profit before backing their 
team.” 

Videos shot by Albion fans showed 
Chelsea supporters who had been 
sitting in the home end fighting 
with regulars after openly celebrat¬ 
ing Michy Batshuayi’s winning goal 
eight minutes from time. 

The game had to be stopped briefly 
when a couple of visiting fans in the 
wrong end invaded the pitch and ran 
towards the away fans in the Smeth¬ 
wick End. 

Ch Insp Nick Rowe, from West 
Midlands Police, said most fans had 
behaved well and played down the 
‘minor’ disturbances. “Overall it was 
a great evening match with an in¬ 
tense atmosphere,” he said. 

Six of the men charged with pitch 
incursion will appear at Dudley Mag¬ 
istrates Court on May 26 and one will 
appear on May 30. 

• Match report - Back page 


Rocking on with Minor classics 



From the shop Alice Marlow with Ewan Stevens and Gel Newey from the Bleeding Hearts 


MORRIS Minor enthusi¬ 
asts have been urged to 
rock up to an upcoming 
open day in the Black 
Country. 

The David Manners 
Group in Oldbury will 
host its second Morris 
Minor Open Day at the 
weekend. 

Car lovers have been 
urged to bring their 
‘Moggies’ ‘for a fun-filled 
afternoon, meet other 
Morris Minor owners and 
share your Moggy experi¬ 
ences’. 

For attendees there 
will be prizes awarded 
for the furthest travelled 
car, most loved car and 
others - along with trade 
discount on any parts 
bought on the day. 

Refreshments will be 
provided by DuCafe, and 
there will also be live 
music played by Bleeding 
Hearts. 

The event takes place 
at David Manners Group, 
991 Wolverhampton 
Road, Oldbury - close to 
Junction 2 of the M5 on 
Saturday from 1pm to 
5pm. 


BUDGET 

Chiefs say financial 
challenges will go on 

CHIEFS at Sandwell Council say the au¬ 
thority will continue to suffer financial chal¬ 
lenges over the next three years. 

Sandwell has had to save tens of millions 
of pounds over the last few years due to a 
cut in funding from the Government - and 
bosses say financial risks will remain. 

The Labour-controlled authority has per¬ 
sistently hit out at the Government over the 
amount of money it receives. 

A report said: “The severity of the contin¬ 
uing budget reductions facing Local Gov¬ 
ernment following the recent three-year 
funding settlement for 2017/18 to 2019/20 
will mean that the council will continue to 
be faced with significant budgetary pres¬ 
sures in the medium term.” 

HERITAGE 

Museum bosses in 
gas showroom fight 

THE battle to save an historic West Bro¬ 
mwich building is continuing despite a 
date being earmarked for demolition. 

The Black Country Living Museum is 
keen to save a 1940s gas showroom on 
the corner of Lombard Street West and 
High Street. However, Sandwell Council 
has said it may be demolished in au¬ 
tumn to make way for homes. 

A report states: “The proposed dem¬ 
olition is complex due to asbestos 
being disturbed within the property.” 
BCLM chiefs want to take the show¬ 
room down brick-by-brick and rebuild 
it in a £21 million project for a 1940 to 
1960s town. 

RETAIL 

Derelict shopping 
centre finally sold 

A FORMER shopping centre that has stood 
derelict in West Bromwich has been sold. 

The Farley Centre site, based off High 
Street, has stood vacant for around a year 
and has been continually blighted by litter, 
graffiti and potholes. It was put on the mar¬ 
ket for £1.75 million in November last year 
by property consultancy firm Bennett, who 
are offering a long leasehold on the site. 

Councillor Bawa Dhallu, who represents 
the West Bromwich Central ward, said: “I 
am happy to hear that it has been sold. We 
are always welcoming development in the 
area and hopefully it will now be put to use 
again.” 
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Belle isobel in Miss England hopes 



Hopeful - Isobel Lines 


A YOUNG Miss England hopeful bid¬ 
ding to take another step towards na¬ 
tional glory. 

Isobel Lines will battle it out for a 
place in the semi-final of the Miss Eng¬ 
land Social Media competition after 
being crowned the winner of the Black 
Country event. 

The 16-year-old from Wednesbury 
was convinced to enter the competition 
in an effort to boost her confidence and 
it has certainly done that as she is bat¬ 
tling it out on the national stage. 

Isobel, a sixth-form student at the 
Stuart Bathurst Catholic High School 


in Wednesbury, got through the Black 
Country stage after winning the most 
votes on social media sites - despite 
being the youngest entrant - and is now 
through to the Miss England Queen 
event. 

Publicity 

It will now be over to Miss England 
judges who will decide who goes through 
to the semi-finals based on factors in¬ 
cluding charity work and publicity. 

But she will face stiff competition in 
Leicester on May 27 with around 30 
other girls bidding for success. 


Isobel said: “I had just finished school 
and was hoping to go into a job and start 
a career but I had no confidence at all. 

“It is such a big step leaving school 
and not really knowing what to do after¬ 
wards. Everyone has telling me this was 
the best way to build my confidence and 
it was. Now I have got a job as a sports 
adviser, am in sixth form and am doing 
exams.” 

The teenager is hoping to go to uni¬ 
versity and train to become a teacher 
but says she is planning to continue 
entering beauty pageants in the coming 
years. 


Town eyesore car park 
set to be demolished 


AN EYESORE multi-storey car 
park in West Bromwich is to be 
bulldozed as part of a major re¬ 
generation of part of the town 
centre. 

The derelict Queens Square car 
park has been largely closed off due to 
safety fears for the last few years with 
council bosses keen to get rid of it. 

Sandwell 
Council re¬ 
vealed it would 
cost more than 
£6 million to 
carry out the 
necessary im¬ 
provements 
to make the 
car park i 
Bull Street 
safe again. The multi-storey had been ear¬ 
marked as the site of a new ice rink until 
plans collapsed last year when council 
chiefs said they favoured a ‘more compre¬ 
hensive’ development of the area. 

The authority has now revealed they 
want the car park to be knocked down and 
the site to be incorporated in the regener¬ 
ation of the High Street and Bull Street 



The multi-storey 


Interest 

More than 100 homes have sprung up at 
the junction as part of the Eastern Gateway 
scheme, which has continued the transfor¬ 
mation of the area, following on from the 
creation of the £200 million New Square 
shopping centre. Council bosses confirmed 
there is interest in the car park site for a 
mixed-use development. 

Council leader Steve Eling said: “We 
have come to a crunch point with the mul¬ 
ti-storey car park and I can’t justify spend¬ 
ing a boat load of money on it. It was built 
back in the early 70s and it’s a horrible 
car park. The spaces aren’t big enough for 
the cars of today. That area would make a 
good site for high-value development and 
it’s time to move forward with it.” 

Other council-owned buildings, includ¬ 
ing Shaftesbury House in West Bromwich 
and the old Smethwick Hall Sports Centre, 
which has been disused for more than 20 
years, are also set to be knocked down in 
a bid to create development opportunities. 


Weld done sir! Metal magic for park 



Luke Perry and his decorative metalwork which will adorn information panels at a park 


HE’S the metal magician who has 
helped bring landmarks around 
the Black Country to life with his 
eye-catching sculptures. 

Now Cradley Heath artist Luke 
Perry is turning his attention to 
Mary Stevens Park in Stourbridge, 
with these Edwardian-style designs 
made out of steel that is made to 
look like iron. They will decorate 


a series of information panels that 
will tell the story of the historic 
park which has been undergoing a 
£3 million makeover. 

The metalworks will go by the 
Norton Road entrance of the park 
and another by the war memorial. 

Mr Perry has taken inspira¬ 
tion from the park’s famous en¬ 
trance gates, which have also been 


spruced up as part of the improve¬ 
ment works. He said: “These will 
last for hundreds of years, they are 
a permanent addition to the park.” 

Mr Perry also created the sculp¬ 
tures of a chainmaker and her child 
displayed in the Mary Macarthur 
Gardens in Cradley Heath in 2012 
and The Rock Driller at Titford 
Pools Canal, Oldbury last year. 


Chaosonthe 
roads after 
unexploded 
bomb found 

MOTORISTS faced traffic chaos as a 
major Midlands route was closed after 
an unexploded Second World War bomb 
was found. 

Drivers around Birmingham and those 
on the M6 were stung with heavy delays 
on Monday after the A38 (M) Aston Ex¬ 
pressway was closed in both directions 
in and out of Birmingham with the slip 
roads to the M6 north and southbound 
also shut. 

The closure of the expressway caused 
delays on the M6 to back up as far as 
junction eight, for the M5, during the 
day. The route was closed by West Mid¬ 
lands Police around 10am after a ‘World 
War II device’ was found on a building 
site in Priory Road. 

The chaos continued throughout the 
day as the police were unable to reopen 
the expressway, one of the main routes 
in and out of Birmingham, until bomb 
disposal experts arrived on site and as¬ 
sessed and removed the device. 

Drivers were encouraged to use the 
M6 Toll road. Highways England had 
hoped the delays would ease around 3pm 
but they continued late into the after¬ 
noon and then into Tuesday too. 

As well as chaos on the roads com¬ 
muters also faced delays and cancelled 
trains on the railways. Services between 
Birmingham, Sutton Coldfield and Li¬ 
chfield were all affected throughout the 
day as the Cross City North line was 
shut all day. 

After the device was discovered a 
1,600ft, 500 metre, exclusion area was 
put in place as a precaution. 

House full of 
half term fun 

FROM magic tricks to exploring the jun¬ 
gle, lots of fun is lined up at a Sandwell 
historic house to keep children enter¬ 
tained during half-term. 

Haden Hill House, in Barrs Road, is 
hosting children’s favourite Ron Popple 
and his magic show on Bank Holiday 
Monday, May 29, from 1.30-4pm. 

Explorers are needed on June 1 and 
2 when youngsters can discover the 
jungle, deep sea and space - all in the 
house and its grounds, taking place from 
llam-3pm. 

And bird lovers can enjoy Hawks and 
More on Sunday 4 June from 2-4pm 
when popular birds of prey will be in the 
park, weather permitting. 

For details and to book places which is 
essential for the magic shows call 01384 
569444. 

UKIP won't fight 
key borough seat 

UKIP has said it will not be fielding a 
candidate for the West Bromwich East 
seat in the General Election. The party 
says it will not be contesting it after 2015 
candidate Steve Latham was unable to 
attend ‘party training’ due to ‘health 
matters and work commitments’. 
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Teenager is 
locked up for 
high speed 
police chase 

A TEENAGER who led police on an alarm¬ 
ing chase in a stolen car has been locked up 
for 10 months. 

Mustafa Islam was on a ‘joy ride’ in the 
Vauxhall Astra that had been taken from 
Rowley Regis in a car key burglary six days 
earlier, Wolverhampton Crown Court was 
told. 

A tyre flew off the saloon shortly after 
the 18-year-old driver ignored a police re¬ 
quest to stop in Netherton and accelerated 
into the distance, said Mr Paul Spratt, 
prosecuting. 

Soon afterwards another patrol spotted 
the Astra on the outskirts of Lye speeding 
at more than twice the 30 mph limit with 
showers of sparks flying from the wheel 
without a tyre at 4am on September 14. 

Police tailed the car as it hurtled through 
a red traffic light but abandoned the pur¬ 
suit when it went round the Stourbridge 
Ring Road in the wrong direction. The 
chase resumed after the vehicle was seen 
in nearby Greenfield Avenue and quickly 
ground to a halt as a second tyre went flat. 
Islam told police he knew the Astra was 
stolen and had been drinking and taking 
drugs before driving, the court heard. 

Mr Richard Mohabir, defending the 
trainee electrician, continued: “He is a silly 
boy who admits he only took to the road 
because he fancied a bit of a joy ride. When 
he saw the police he panicked.” Islam from 
Durham Road, Netherton, admitted dan¬ 
gerous driving and handling stolen prop¬ 
erty. 

He was ordered to be detained at a 
Young Offenders Institution for 10 months 
and was banned from driving for one year 
five months. 

woman, 100, gets 
stuck in faulty lift 

A 100-YEAR-OLD woman had to be res¬ 
cued by firefighters from a faulty lift in a 
care home. Oldbury Fire Station tweeted 
about the incident which took place at 
George Simmons House in Bleakhouse 
Road last Wednesday afternoon. 

They say that the lady, called Doris, was 
inside the lift with her best friend and her 
hairdresser. Drew D-auriol, crew com¬ 
mander, said: “Three people were stuck in 
a lift and Doris was one of them. 

“We had a call to attend just before 2pm. 

“They were all fit and well and crews 
made the lift safe and they were let out. 

“They had got stuck between floors due 
to a faulty hydraulic system.” 

Later, the station tweeted: “It was a 
pleasure to meet Doris aged 100, her best 
friend and her hairdresser who were all 
stranded in a faulty lift!” 

Youngsters stick to 
their festive task 

YOUNG artists from the West Midlands 
could put their stamp on Royal Mail’s 
Christmas Stamp Design competition. 

Regional winners include a child from 
Tipton, who goes through to the next stage 
of the context, where two desins will be 
chosen to go through to the final. 




Fans swarm Banks’s to catch glimpse of celebs 


Injured Jamie O’Hara arrives with his children 


Lee Ryan tries to block James Argent’s shot 


Laurna and Melanie Cooper, from Cannock 


Stars pitch in with a 
thrilling charity match 


THOUSANDS flocked to the Banks’s 
Stadium to watch stars of music, 
modelling and TV take to the pitch 
for a charity football match. 

The star-studded event raised money 
for the Smile for Joel and Compton Hos¬ 
pice charities, with glamour model Katie 
Price and X Factor winner Shayne Ward 
taking charge of the two sides on Satur¬ 
day. 

Founder of Smile for Joel, Suzy Richards, 
spoke of how she was overwhelmed by the 
support she and her family had received organ¬ 
ising the fundraising 
fixture. 

She emotionally 
thanked players before 
kick-off after a short 
video was played to ex¬ 
plain more about the 
charity set up in mem¬ 
ory of her 19-year-old 
son Joel Richards. 

Joel, from Wednes- 
bury, was killed along¬ 
side his uncle Adrian 
Evans, grandfather 
Patrick Evans and 35 
others in a terror at- 



Joel Richards 


tack in Sousse, Tunisia, in 2015. 

Suzy said: “The support has been fantastic 
since day one. The ripples of what happened 
have affected so many people. I just cannot 
thank everyone enough for their support. Lots 
of money has been raised and the total amount 
will be revealed next week.” 


Honour 

She added: “Every day for us is still hard as 
you can imagine. But we have to try and get 
through it the best we can. We went from a 
family of six to a family of three just by going 
on holiday. It’s tough, but we look after each 
other. It is an honour that my son Owen has 
been asked to be a referee today, too.” 

Owen, 17, who survived the Sousse attack, 
took charge of the first half of the game before 
stepping in to play in the second period. 

He said: “It’s been a brilliant atmosphere 
and is really heart-warming to see the amount 
of people who have come to show their support. 
It is not often that we get celebrities like this 
here in Walsall.” 





Terry Alderton dives in vain as the Smiling Saddlers score another 


First half ref, Owen Richards 


Reality TV personalities Liam Gatsby and James 
‘Arg’ Argent from The Only Way is Essex and Aus¬ 
tin Armacost from Celebrity Big Brother warmed 
up the crowd by posing for selfies and having a pre¬ 
match kick about. The crowd then erupted as the 
Compton Wolves and Smiling Saddlers sides ran out 
onto the Walsall pitch. 

And, although she arrived nearly an hour late 
flanked by a reality TV crew, Katie Price was still 
eager to please fans with fighting talk for her Sad¬ 
dlers team. 

“Never underestimate the Pricey, we’re here to 
win today,” she told host Dicky Dodd before watch¬ 
ing her side triumph 6-5. 

Corrie actor and singer Shayne Ward was in 
charge of the opposing team, assisted by Steps star 
Lee Latchford-Evans. 

Other famous names included the likes of East- 


enders actors Jake Wood and Dean Gaffney, Jimmy 
Constable from boy band 911, Youtubers Billy Win- 
grove and Jeremy Lynch from the F2Freestylers 
channel, former Wolves player Jamie O’Hara and 
Calum Best. 

Best said: “Kevin Cooper, who is the organiser 
of the matches, asked me to play and now this is 
about my twentieth charity game I have done with 
him. Today is a very special day for two very special 
charities. All the boys come along and there is no 
ego about it but everyone is just here for the cause.” 

O’Hara couldn’t play in the match due to a torn 
hamstring but said he still wanted to come out and 
show his support. 

Tickets initially went on sale only for the Home- 
serve stand but demand was so great they also 
opened up the lower tier of the Tile Choice stand, 
and both sold out. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Chief to head 
up services 

AN independent trust set up to im¬ 
prove children’s services in Birming¬ 
ham has hired its first chief executive. 

Andy Couldrick is tasked with over¬ 
seeing change at the trust which was 
formed to take over children’s services 
after the city council’s department 
was judged not to be improving fast 
enough. 

He brings a wealth of experience 
within children’s social care, hav¬ 
ing previously worked as head of 
children’s social care at Oxfordshire 
County Council before moving on to 
Wokingham Borough Council. 

Council inviting 
residents' views 

RESIDENTS are being given the 
chance to suggest topics for Sandwell 
Borough Council’s scrutiny boards to 
look at. 

The council’s scrutiny boards 
cover budgets and corporate services, 
children’s services and education, 
economy, skills, transport and envi¬ 
ronment, health and adult social care, 
safer neighbourhoods and active com¬ 
munities. 

Suggestions will be considered for 
the boards’ work for the next year. 

To make a suggestion, visit www. 
sandwell.gov.uk/suggestscrutiny. 

Group gets kick 
out of funding 

A KARATE group in Walsall is hold¬ 
ing a sponsored kick. The event, at 
Walsall Karate Dojo, will raise funds 
to support the club’s athletes compet¬ 
ing in events during the course of the 
year. It will take place on June 14. 

Money raised will help support 
things such as travel and entry ex¬ 
penses for squad members who have 
worked tirelessly to be selected. There 
will be three categories, tigers at 
5.30pm, juniors at 6.30pm and seniors 
at 7.30pm. 

School staff run up 
cash for charity 

STAFF from a school in Sandwell 
raised more than £1,000 for a hospital 
charity by completing the Great Bir¬ 
mingham 10km run. 

A team of six staff from Bristnall 
Hall Academy in Oldbury took part in 
the event and raised nearly £1,100 for 
the Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Hospitals. 

Principal Vince Green said: “The 
race was a fantastic team effort from 
Bristnall Hall Academy staff.” The 
team set an initial target of £500 

Profits drive forward 

CAR group Vertu Motors, which 
includes a Bristol Street Motors 
Ford dealership in West Bromwich, 
achieved record pre-tax profit for the 
year to the end of February 2017. 

Revenue was up by 16.5 per cent to 
£2.82 billion with the profits ahead 
14.6 per cent to £29.8 million. 
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Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



G.D. MEMORIALSI KITCHENS 


We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerb Sets 


Ogee Shape Design 


Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• 150 Gold Letters Included 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 


FACTORY SHOWROOM 
Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall, WS5 4AN 


07807 371820 01922 646222 


kV.gdmemorials.com I info@gdmemorials. 


ials.com 



BATHROOMS I BEDROOMS 


Til 


r 


lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


Q Family business established over 28 years 
0 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
Q FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

Q Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


0 We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
0 Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

0 NICEIC Registered electricians 
(6) Quality products at realistic prices 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


IdEaiHoniEcarE 

The Home Improvement Specialist 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 


OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 

Other Times By Appointment 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Burial costs second 
highest in country 

CREMATION and burial fees are ris¬ 
ing in the West Midlands - making it 
the second most expensive region to 
be buried in the country, according to 
new research. 

Cremation fees have gone up an 
average 5.5 per cent in the region to 
£752, and burial fees have risen 7.8 
per cent to an average £2,245. The UK 
average is £753 for a cremation and 
£1,792 for a burial. 

The figures, from a study by Funer- 
albooker, reveal the West Midlands is 
the second most expensive place to be 
buried, with London first. 

Stand-up Bill will 
be back in Brum 

COMEDIAN and musician Bill Bailey 
will return to Birmingham next year. 

The star is best known for his 
stand-up and songs, as well as his 
roles in Black Books and Never Mind 
The Buzzcocks. Bill, now aged 53, will 
be at the Barclaycard Arena on June 
2, 2018. 

Tickets for the show start from 
£31.84 and go on sale on Friday at 
10am. They are available from the 
Ticket Factory on www.theticketfac- 
tory.com or by calling 0844 3388222. 

For more details go to the comic’s 
own website, www.billbailey.co.uk 

Feel good film 
on at town hall 

A SPECIAL screening of a film which 
tells of an unlikely friendship is tak¬ 
ing place later this month. 

The Friends of Bilston Town Hall 
group is showing A Street Cat Named 
Bob on May 22 at 1.30pm at the town 
hall, in Church Street, Bilston. 

Doors open at 1pm and tickets cost 
£3.50. Tickets can be purchased in ad¬ 
vance from the town hall reception or 
reserved by calling 07855 817 596. 

For more information, visit www. 
friendsofbilstontownhall.co.uk. 

Prof says asthma 
not taken seriously 

RISKS associated with asthma need 
to be taken more seriously in the 
West Midlands, experts have warned. 
Health chiefs at the trust, which runs 
Sandwell Hospital, said asthma was a 
‘big issue’ throughout the region. 

Professor Kate Thomas, from the 
University of Birmingham, who was a 
guest at the latest Sandwell and West 
Birmingham NHS Trust board meet¬ 
ing, said: “It’s about understanding 
that asthma actually is a risky dis¬ 
ease.” 

Children let down 

SEVEN out of 10 children with seri¬ 
ous mental health problems are being 
treated outside their home area, ac¬ 
cording to NHS figures. 

Around 69 per cent of young pa¬ 
tients were admitted to hospitals away 
from their local region in 2016/17, up 
from 57 per cent the year before. 


Rise in breakdowns 


POTHOLE-RELATED breakdowns 
surged in the first three months of 
2017, new figures show. 

The RAC said the condition of local 
roads was on a knife-edge and one 
season of cold and wet weather could 
make it worse than ever. 

It dealt with more than 6,500 break¬ 
downs between January and March 
likely to be attributable to poor road 
surfaces, an increase of 63 per cent 


I'TOP OF I 

□HE POTS 

on the same period last year. This 
included broken suspension springs, 
damaged shock absorbers and dis¬ 
torted wheels. The last time the firm 


caused by potholes 


recorded as many pothole-related de¬ 
fects was in the first quarter of 2015. 

It described the figures as a major 
concern because it expected the mild 
and comparatively dry winter to lead 
to a reduction in incidents. 

RAC chief engineer David Bizley 
said: “Our figures sadly show a sur¬ 
prising and unwelcome first quarter 
rise in the number of breakdowns 
where the poor quality of the road 


surface was a major factor. We had 
expected a figure no worse than that 
recorded in the first quarter of 2016 
(4,026) and it is very concerning that 
the roads, strangely, appear to have 
deteriorated.” 

A recent Alarm study by the Ash- 
phalt Industry Alliance found that 
local authorities need more than £12 
billion of funding to bring the road 
network up to scratch. 


Hundreds of fines 
issued for dog fouling 


By Jamie Brassington 


MORE than 200 dog foul¬ 
ing fines have been handed 
out in Sandwell over the last 
three years, according to 
new figures. 

Dog owners have been caught 
out across the borough since 2014, 
bringing in thousands of pounds 
to Sandwell Council. 

The data was revealed by the local 
authority following a Freedom Of In¬ 
formation request. 

A total of 207 fines were handed out 
across the borough’s six towns of Old¬ 
bury, Rowley Regis, Smethwick, Tip- 
ton, Wednesbury and West Bromwich. 

The council has earned at least 
£15,525 from the penalties handed 
out to dog walkers. The average fine 
usually set is £50, according to the 
government website, and the cost can 
extend up to £80. People who refuse to 
pay penalties can be taken to court and 
fined up to £1,000. Sandwell Council 
has set its fines for dog fouling to £75, 
according the council’s website. 

Variety 

Smethwick had the highest number 
of fines handed out, with 66 penalties 
issued to dog walkers across 2014, 
2015, 2016 and 2017. 

West Bromwich came second with 
37 fines, followed by Tipton and Row- 
ley Regis in joint third on 33, Old¬ 
bury came in fourth with 23 fines and 
Wednesbury in fifth with 15 fines. 

The fines were handed out across 
a variety of public spaces including 
parks and roads. 

Smethwick ward councillor Richard 
Marshall said: “Out of every survey 
the council or police carry out about 
what upsets people the most, dog foul¬ 
ing keeps coming at the top of the list. 

“The vast majority of dog owners 
pick up after themselves. We try to 
take a soft approach and tell people to 
pick up the mess but they don’t follow 
our advice so they get tickets. 

“But handing out fines is not some¬ 
thing we actually want to do.” 

Sandwell Council launched a cam¬ 
paign to tackle the problem in 2014. 

To report dog-fouling to the coun¬ 
cil, call 01213681177 or visit www. 
sandwell.gov.uk 


Adding some Polish to big cultural event 



From left, organiser Alicja Kaczmarek, with Sylwester Rydewski and Amelia Cieslik, of West Bromwich 


AN evening to celebrate Polish culture took place in 
West Bromwich. 

The Polish Expats Association and Creative Black 
Country held the Polish Heritage Day at the Town Hall 
to celebrate openness, appreciation and better under¬ 
standing between different communities in the Black 
Country. 

The event was part of the Polish Heritage Day initi¬ 
ative by the Polish Embassy in London along with over 
40 events planned across the UK and saw people enjoy 
traditional folk papercut workshops, craft stalls and 
live music. Taking place on May 6 and 7 and intended 


as an annual festival, Polish Heritage Day takes place 
after the symbolic date of May 3, when in 1791 Poland 
proclaimed its modern codified constitution as the first 
country in Europe and the second in the world after the 
United States - a symbol of freedom and equality. 

May 2 is also celebrated in Poland and in Polish com¬ 
munities around the world as the Polish Diaspora Day 
and Polish Flag Day. 

The free West Bromwich event, which took place on 
May 6, included an exhibition, From Exile to Freedom. 

The exhibition presented stories of different genera¬ 
tions of Polish migrants from over the years. 


Top Mark, 
as head 
celebrates 
20th year 

CELEBRATIONS have taken place 
to mark a long-serving headteacher’s 
20th anniversary at a Sandwell school. 
Sir Mark Grundy took over the reins 
of what was then Shirleand School in 
Waterloo Road, Smethwick, in 1997 
becoming the youngest headteacher 
in Sandwell. He has now marked 20 
years at the 
school, which 
is now Shire- 
land Collegiate 
Academy. 

The school’s 
finance direc¬ 
tor Jane Kellas 
said: “It has 
been an amaz¬ 
ing 20 years 
of dedicated 
service to the 

students and Sir Mark Grundy 

families of 

Shireland and the wider Smethwick 
community, with Sir Mark leading 
the school to be judged outstanding 
three times. Sir Mark has trans¬ 
formed the school to become a beacon 
for ‘outstanding’ learning, known for 
innovative ways of teaching and learn¬ 
ing in the ever-changing education 
world. His inspirational leadership 
has meant the school has taken every 
opportunity to ensure every student 
can be the best they can be. 

“In his commitment to helping 
young people Sir Mark was knighted 
for his service to education in 2006. 

“His passion for technology, and 
the use of it to engage students in 
learning and to help teachers become 
outstanding practitioners has been 
central to the transformation of the 
working of Shireland.” 

Theatre group's 
plea for talent 

A THEATRE group is preparing to 
stage its new show later this year - 
and anyone could join in the cast. 

Cradley Heath Amateur Operatic 
Society, known as CHAOS, will be 
performing Dolly Parton’s ‘9 to 5 - 
The Musical’ this November. 

The group is looking for the per¬ 
forming talent of the Black Country, 
mainly male performers and dancers, 
to take part. 

The musical will be the group’s first 
show in its new home venue of Stour¬ 
bridge Town Hall. Email the group 
on chaos@chaosoperatics.co.uk or 
chaosl908@outlook.com 

Alternatively call 01384 293913. 

Life-saving centre 
work under way 

WORK on a new ‘globally significant’ 
centre for life-saving cancer treat¬ 
ment in Birmingham has begun. 

Cure Leukaemia’s £1 million ap¬ 
peal to double the size of the Centre 
for Clinical Haematology (CCH) at 
the Queen Elizabeth Hospital was 



IMPORTANT NOTICE 

CREMATIONS IN SANDWELL 


YOU MAY BE AWARE THAT SANDWELL COUNCIL ARE OFFERING 
FAMILIES A VERY BASIC FUNERAL SERVICE AT A COST OF £1595. 
WHEN WE AT COLLYER & MCBRIDE FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
WHO HAVE BEEN SERVING OUR FAMILIES AND THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY FOR OVER 100 YEARS, OFFER A MUCH MORE 
SUPERIOR AND PERSONAL SERVICE FOR £1395 

SOME £200 LESS. 

PLEASE CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 

TEL - 0121 588 5377 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

BRANCHES AT 

WEST BROMWICH - PERRY BARR - HANDSWORTH 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 



rhere is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 

Make Your WU 



Only £ 90.00 (no VAT to pa; 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £95.00 (no VAT to fa) 

A home visit at a convenient ti] 

For information and appointment call 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and GuardianshijUrusts 

Members of the 

Goodwills 
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GP surgery 
is rated as 
inadequate 
by watchdog 

A GP surgery with more than 4,000 
patients has been rated inadequate by 
a health watchdog. Hill Top Surgery 
in West Bromwich has been warned it 
could be placed into special measures 
by if it does not improve. 

The Care Quality Commission 
(CQC) inspectors found that it did not 
have a ‘structured and effective recall 
system’ for patients health reviews, 
with performance for depression re¬ 
lated indicators at 0 per cent. The 
local average is 91 per cent. 

The report stated: “The 0 per cent 
achievement meant patients aged 18 
or over with a new diagnosis of de¬ 
pression in the preceding year had 
not been reviewed within 10 to 56 
days after the date of diagnosis. Per¬ 
formance for mental health-related 
indicators was 53 per cent which was 
below the CCG average of 92 per cent 
and the national average of 93pc.” 

In the management, monitoring 
and improving outcomes section, can¬ 
cer care was also a concern. 

The surgery was rated as inade¬ 
quate in two out of five categories in¬ 
spected, requiring improvement in the 
other two and good in one. However, 
praise was received for the surgery in 
way of staff members being ‘courteous 
and helpful’ to patients and treating 
them with ‘dignity and respect’. 

A statement from Hill Top Surgery 
said: “We are taking the recommenda¬ 
tions in the CQC report very seriously 
and are working with Sandwell and 
West Birmingham CCG to make im¬ 
provements to some of our processes 
and procedures.” 


Council looking 
for new boss 

SANDWELL Council is looking to 
take on a new £100,000-a-year neigh¬ 
bourhood services boss. 

The final four candidates were 
being interviewd last week, after 33 
people had applied for the role. 

The role has been headed up by an 
interim boss but the local authority 
want to make a permanent appoint¬ 
ment. 

The chosen candidate would be paid 
between £100,000 to £105,000 a year. 
They would oversee the running of 
Sandwell’s neighbourhood services. 

Councillor Steve Eling, leader of the 
council, will chair the meeting and fel¬ 
low councillors will set on the panel of 
the committee. 

Councillor Eling said: “Hopefully 
we can find the candidate.” 

Grease on way 
to Hippodrome 

GREASE is coming to the Birming¬ 
ham Hippodrome, with Tom Parker, 
star of boyband The Wanted, in the 
role of Danny. It runs from May 29 
to June 3. Tickets are available from 
www.birminghamhippodrome.com 


Lightwoods restoration wins award 



Right, Richard Marshall and Steve Eling 


Sympathetic restoration work to a 
Grade II listed Sandwell house has 
been recognised in a building excel¬ 
lence award. 

The Lightwoods House restoration 
scheme picked up the Best Public 
Building title in the West Midlands 
Building Excellence Awards. 

The house and park have under¬ 
gone a transformation under the £5.2 
million Lightwoods Park and House 
restoration project, with £3.6 million 
secured from Heritage Lottery Fund 
and the Big Lottery Fund. 

As part of the project, the Grade II 


listed house, built in 1791, has been 
lovingly restored back to its former 
glory and is now a high-quality venue 
for a wide range of community ac¬ 
tivities as well as public and private 
events. 

Just over two years ago, a long- 
awaited project to bring Lightwoods 
House in Smethwick to life got under 
way after fears it would be lost for¬ 
ever. The 16-acre park in which the 
house has stood since 1791, has also 
been getting a facelift so it can be 
widely used by the community. 

The house itself has been trans¬ 


formed, from the reclaimed slate- 
tiled roof to the new oak flooring on 
the ground floor with many period 
features restored. 

Now the house has a tea room, com¬ 
munity rooms for training, classes 
and exhibitions, a children’s centre, 
a large function room for events such 
as wedding ceremonies, receptions 
and conferences as well as numerous 
office spaces to let. 

Sandwell’s other winner was a new 
self-build in Corngreaves Road, Cra- 
dley Heath which picked up the Best 
Individual Home award. 


Life ban for mother who 
left spaniel to starve 


A MOTHER who left a dog to starve 
to death when she was evicted from 
her home has been banned from 
keeping animals for life. 

Susanne Nulty abandoned her cavalier 
King Charles spaniel Todd who suffered 
for weeks without food or water. He was 
found dead by workers who arrived to 
clear out the property, magistrates heard. 

Mother-of-four Nulty, aged 39, of Tatbank 
Road, Oldbury, told investigators she thought 
bailiffs would find the dog. 

She pleaded guilty to causing unnecessary 
suffering to an animal and was given a 12- 
week jail sentence, suspended for 12 months, 
at Birmingham Magistrates Court and ordered 
to carry out 100 hours of unpaid work. 

Todd was found shut in the bathroom but 
Nulty insisted he had been left in the living 
room with access to food and water, said Mr 
Rafe Turner, prosecuting on behalf of the 
RSPCA. 

Magistrates heard how an RSPCA inspector 
arrived to find a filthy house and said condi¬ 
tions were among the worst he had seen. 

Bathroom 

Todd, who Nulty had owned for six years, 
was found dead among rubbish and children’s 
toys in the bathroom, Mr Turner said. He said 
the dog would have been ‘scared’ and desper¬ 
ate to find food and water in the lead up to his 
death. 

The court heard Nulty left the house in Li¬ 
chfield on November 2 having been served 
with an eviction notice. Todd was discovered 
six weeks later on December 15. 

Mr Turner said: “When interviewed she said 
she thought bailiffs would attend and do some¬ 
thing about it. 

“There were a number of different avenues 
she could have gone down. 

“It’s not reasonable to think anybody would 
have come in the immediate future and to ex¬ 
pect someone else to deal with it.” 

He added: “He would have been desperate 
to find food or water and would likely to have 
been scared or anxious at being left in such a 
small space on his own for a long time.” 

Nulty, who represented herself in court, told 
magistrates: “I loved the dog to bits. I am to¬ 
tally to blame. I wish I had made more of an 
effort. I was prioritising where to take my kids. 
I know that is not an excuse.” She was told to 
pay costs of £415. 



Library revamp in pupils’ good books 


Manbeeb Hussain, nine and seven-year-old Scarlett Wilkes is seen with fellow pupils in the 
brand new library at George Betts Primary School, in West End Avenue, Smethwick 


A SCHOOL has refurbished its 
library in a bid to promote more 
youngsters to enjoy reading. 

George Betts Primary in Smeth¬ 
wick hosted various fundraising 
events to help pay for the £2,000 
upgrade. 

The library at the school, on 
West End Avenue, is now more 
spacious and features a host of 
new books for children to have 


a look at. A total of £585.53 was 
raised through raffles, fairs and a 
school disco. 

Teacher Claire Gibbons said: 
“We wanted promote a love of 
reading in our school so we wanted 
to make our library more appeal¬ 
ing and decided to change it. The 
new library is now a lot more spa¬ 
cious and has lots of new books. 
The money raised helped us buy 


the new books and pay for paint¬ 
ing work. We have different types 
of reading corners in classrooms 
such as Space, Harry Potter and 
more so we judged how many peo¬ 
ple they were and thought of new 
ideas for the new library. 

The library was officially opened 
by the mayor of Sandwell on May 
2. Ms Gibbons added: “It’s now a 
lovely area for children to read.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Probe into death 
adiourned again 

THE inquest into a pensioner who 
was killed in a hit-and-run crash has 
been adjourned for a second time as 
police continue investigations. 

Mary Humpherson, aged 88, who 
was known as Betty, was taken to 
hospital with serious injuries after 
being struck by a silver Ford Mondeo 
on Birmingham Road, Great Barr, on 
October 21 last year. 

The driver abandoned the car and 
ran off following the smash, which 
happened near the junction with Peak 
House Road. Mrs Humpherson died 
later the same day. 

Since then police say that they have 
arrested an individual, who was later 
released on bail. Senior Coroner Zafar 
Siddique adjourned the inquest for a 
further six weeks. 

Stepping up for 
stroke survivors 

A FAMILY fundraising event organ¬ 
ised by the Stroke Association will 
take place in Tipton on Sunday. The 
Step out for Stroke walk will be held 
around Victoria Park, at 11am. 

Charity boss Georgina Lawrence 
said: “We’re inviting the whole com¬ 
munity to come to this fun day out.” 

There are over 1.2 million stroke 
survivors in the UK with 100,000 
strokes occurring in Britain each year. 

For details go to www.stroke.org.uk/ 
stepout 

Love message sent 
before overdose 

A MAN sent a text to his ex-partner 
saying he would ‘love her forever’ be¬ 
fore he overdosed, an inquest heard. 

Marcin Zurawski, aged 30, from 
Ruskin Street, West Bromwich, died 
in Sandwell Hospital on January 29. 

He had been prescribed Citalopram 
for depression in July 2015, Black 
Country Coroners Court heard. 

However, family members said that 
hehad visited a psychiatrist in Polan- 
dand was also taking Polish medica¬ 
tion. Senior coroner Zafar Siddique 
gave a conclusion of suicide. 

Revenue increases by 
I6pc for hotel group 

MILLENNIUM & Copthorne Hotels, 
which includes the Copthorne Hotel 
in Brierley Hill, saw revenue rise by 
16.1 per cent to £223 million in its 
first quarter to the end of March. 

Revenue per room was ahead 17.7 
per cent to £70.66, but pre-tax profit 
slipped 27.8 per cent to £13m. 

Chairman of the group, Kwek Leng 
Beng said: “Group revenue improved 
during the first three months of 2017, 
particularly in London and New Zea¬ 
land.” 

Road closure alert 

A ROAD in Oldbury will be closed for 
two days until tomorrow, Friday. Park 
Street has a night time closure in 
place. JA Bates will be conducting the 
work on behalf of Sandwell Council. 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


It’s all bugging us with royals, politicians and the EU 


Shocking 
reminder 
of online 
reliance 

THE cyber attack on the NHS is a timely 
reminder of how we have all become far 
too dependent on the internet. 

Nobody would deny that the internet 
is a useful tool, and has made massive 
strides in increasing efficiency over the 
past couple of decades. I’m sure that 
within the NHS it has improved services, 
saved a lot of money, and possibly saved 
lives. But that comes with a caveat. Com¬ 
puters are invariably fallible, and suscep¬ 
tible to attack. It is why I have never been 
tempted by internet banking, despite the 
lure of better interest rates. 

The internet is a useful tool which can 
make services more efficient. But it must 
never become something which we stake 
our lives on. And imagine the carnage if it 
was the driverless car industry that had 
been the target of the hackers instead. 

■ ■ ■ 

THE General Election has reignited the 
old debate about whether our railways 
are better run as a private enterprise or as 
a state-owned service. I suspect a great 
deal of nostalgia for the golden days of 
British Rail comes from young people 
with no memories of the wheezing old lo¬ 
cos pulling filthy carriages and staff with 
all the joie de vivre of a wet weekend in 
Margate. But what really puzzles me is 
how people get so worked up about this 
when our railways are, to all intents and 
purposes, nationalised already. 

The routes are owned by the Govern¬ 
ment, and managed by the state-owned 
Network Rail. The franchises are award¬ 
ed by the Department for Transport. 
And many of the services are provid¬ 
ed by state-owned operators - such as 
Deutsche Bahn, which does a very pass¬ 
able impression of the old British Rail with 
its Arriva Wales service in this neck of the 
woods. Not to mention the notorious 
Southern Rail franchise in London and 
the south-east, part owned by the French 
state operator SNCF. So our rail network 
is state-owned, the franchises are de¬ 
termined by the Government, and often 
awards them to state-owned companies. 
■ ■ ■ 

ANYWAY, I think whether the railways 
are privately or publicly owned is a bit of a 
red herring. The real issue is whether they 
should be run on a commercial basis, as 
they are at the moment, or whether they 
should be subsidised by the public purse. 

At a superficial level, more investment 
in our rail network, particularly if it keeps 
fares down, sounds very attractive. 

Except, of course, that in the Black 
Country, we don’t really have a rail net¬ 
work, Beeching saw to that in the 1960s. 

I would love to think that “more invest¬ 
ment” in our railways meant things like 
the reopening of the old Walsall-Dud- 
ley-Stourbridge line and everybody hav¬ 
ing easy access to a station. But the 
cynic in me thinks it will mean White Van 
Man subsidising well-heeled commuters 
in London and the other big cities. 



Medical expert Dame Sally Davies, warn¬ 
ing us all on too much use of antibiotics 



Prince Philip, a role model for people moan¬ 
ing about extending the retirement age limit 


Monty Python’s Holy Grail - your father smelt 
of elderberries, on a T-shirt near you now! 



Sally’s warning on 
antibiotics’ overuse 


AFTER the recent puzzle about why submarin¬ 
ers wear camouflage combat kit, a reader asks, 
why do counters at some polling stations wear 
hi-viz yellow jackets? Maybe it’s to protect them 
from floating voters. 

“WE will probably be all right but our grand¬ 
children won’t, if we don’t take action.” Chief 
Medical Officer Dame Sally Davies this week 
on the rise of superbugs caused by over-use of 
antibiotics. 

DAME Sally is even suggesting that, as an¬ 
tibiotics become useless, the latest strain of 
so-called ‘super gonorrhea’ might be treated by 
the mediaeval practice of putting mercury in the 
bladder. We may live to see the reappearance of 
that grim ditty from 300 years ago: “A night with 
Venus, a lifetime with mercury.” 

WHY is it I cannot look at the word ‘super¬ 
gonorrhea’ without a mental image of Dick van 
Dyke as Bert the chimney sweep in Mary Pop- 
pins? Um-dittle-ittl-um-dittle-l 

“I BELIEVE there is a lot to learn from read¬ 
ing Kapital.” Those are the 11 words that could 
spell the end of shadow chancellor John Mc¬ 
Donnell’s political career. His support for Karl 
Marx’s handbook on communism is more than 
his shadow-cabinet comrades can stomach. A 
revolt to unseat him is said to be under way. But 
why? If you don’t believe there is a lot to learn 
from Das Kapital, how can you call yourself a 
socialist? And are socialists no longer welcome 
in the Labour Party? 

A READER writes: “Historians have revealed 
that they may have found the location in Suffolk 
where St Edmund is buried. It is thought to be 
in the town of Bury St Edmunds. How much do 
these people earn?” 

IF you believe everything you read the much- 
hyped King Charles III (BBC2) will cause the 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 




Royal Family ‘deliberate pain’ by raking up 
an old myth about the fatherhood of a certain 
prince. Frankly, the Windsors come from such a 
long, convoluted, dubious and disputed series 
of bloodlines that I doubt if anyone at the Palace 
gives two hoots. 


IS the Duke of Edinburgh a role model for 
young people? Absolutely. The way the state 
pension is going, they’re all going to have to 
work until they’re 96. 


THE then-and-now photos of droughts have 
been entertaining the Great British Public for 
many years, but what do they actually tell us? 
See, here is an image of a pretty bridge across 
a river. When we had lots of rain, the river was 
full. Now we have no rain, the river is not so 
full. Coming soon: somewhat drier fields. The 
drought news - brought to you by the Depart¬ 
ment of the Bleedin’ Obvious. 


THERE was a wonderful moment in The 
Durrells (ITV) when the awkward teenager Les¬ 
lie (Callum Woodhouse) first encountered the 
achingly tempting Corfiot beauty Vasilia (Err- 
ika Bigiou). In that split-second of desire, the 
viewfinder flap on his ancient camera suddenly 
sprang open. It was a cheeky metaphor; the late 
Brian Rix would have loved it. There is no deny¬ 
ing that the gorgeous, pouting Vasilia is exactly 
the sort of older woman that could pop a young 
lad’s Brownie. 


A FORMER comrade of the hate preacher 
Anjem Choudary is reported to have returned 
from Syria to the UK where he is working as a 
pizza delivery rider. Hell, this is serious. In the 


great scheme of things, I bet far more lardy-arse 
Britons are killed every year by take-away pizza 
than by terrorism. Double-thick, special greasy 
12-incher with extra spicy sausage for the infi¬ 
del at No 33. 

THE men and women calculating a harsh 
Brexit deal in Brussels are not our friends. They 
may not even be particularly nice people, espe¬ 
cially now that their beloved European Project 
is losing its second-biggest player. It is hard 
for us Eurosceptic Brits to comprehend the 
religious-like fervour the EU inspires in some 
circles. In one of those asides which really is 
worth investigating further, Ian Hislop remarked 
on Have I Got News for You (BBC1) that Jean- 
Claude Juncker is “a difficult piece of work . . 
. he’s not a great guy.” Certainly, the language 
being used by Juncker and his fellow EU nego¬ 
tiators is not so much the language of friends 
but of jailers and it stirs a deep race-memory 
of snarling across the Channel. I noticed this 
week that you can buy T-shirts on eBay with the 
wonderful insults between French and English 
knights in Monty Python and the Holy Grail: 
“Your mother was a hamster and your father 
smelt of elderberries.” Unless calmer heads 
prevail, by the time Brexit is over we’ll all be 
wearing them. 

AND off, for reasons I won’t bore you with, to 
the baby-equipment superstore. Here is living 
proof that if you delay having babies until you 
can afford them, you will never breed. One pram 
cost a cool £940. Our first pram was a Silver 
Cross, as used by the Royal Family, and it cost 
us a tenner, second-hand. I dare say these days 
we’d be arrested for child neglect. 

LEAFING through the hobby mags I found 
one feature by an enthusiastic hack who had 
tested and reviewed 17 different sorts of paint¬ 
brushes. Ah, the untold glamour of journalism. 


TAmNGPOjN^^ 

A dog’s life 
should not 
be fashion 
accessory 

WHY do they do it? Recipe for cruelty. 
Take one cute dog, shave off a lot of its 
fur, sprinkle with stupid brightly-coloured 
bows and watch it be ridiculed. 

We are supposed to be a nation of dog 
lovers yet some people just treat them as 
toys to be dressed up and shown off. 

Surely all a dog wants is to be cared 
for, fed, given affection and taken out for 
regular walks. Not fluffing up and dress¬ 
ing up to appear in a competition. 

Do the dog show officials actually 
judge if the dog is happy about what is 
inflicted on it? 

Yes, it is probably well-trained and 
I am sure the owners who attend the 
show have taught their dog to be on 
best behaviour for the judges. But are 
they classed as pets or just something 
to show off in the hope of taking home 
a prize? 

Man’s best friend? I don’t think so. 

Would you actually want your best 
friend to be treated that way? 

I have seen cute dogs - naturally cute 
- adorned with various outfits, red bows 
on their heads, fancy dress costumes, 
especially at Christmas, and worse. A lot 
of the time you would not treat a child 
that way. 

People often criticise beauty pageants 
as being sexist or showy but this is no 
better. In fact it is much worse. 

Waiting to be judged the poor dogs sit 
round for hours, often in hot and probably 
cramped conditions with no idea of what 
awaits them. 

Do owners actually think their dogs en¬ 
joy the experience? 

And what about the stars with their 
handbag dogs. These ‘pets’ do actually 
have legs and would probably enjoy the 
exercise. They should not just be used as 
a fashion accessory. 

You won’t find any dogs who actually 
‘check themselves out’ in a mirror. They 
would rather be chewing on a bone! 

And what did I see on television the 
other day - an advert which positively en¬ 
courages dog owners to dress them up. 

A busker out with his dog is basically 
being ignored but put the dog in some ri¬ 
diculous outfit and suddenly the busker’s 
bucket starts to fill up at a rapid pace. 

So that cruel gimmick is being touted 
as a way to make extra money. These 
‘pets’ are not circus animals there to en¬ 
tertain. There is criticism about perform¬ 
ing animals which is often labelled as cru¬ 
el. Is this not just as bad? 

Often when I drive home from work 
I see a man out playing with his dog, 
throwing the ball for his dog to chase. 
What a lovely scene and no doubt a very 
happy pet. That is loving your dog. 

As they always say a dog is not for 
Christmas it is for life so give it a decent 
life and treat it - like a dog. 

SUE ATTWATER 



CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


FREE 

FITTING 


Prices from Delivery Dejjvered 

6ft x 4ft £239 £274 
7ft x 5ft £269 £309 
8ft x 6ft £299 £344 


Summer 

Houses 


Prices from 

7ft x 5ft £599 Verandah 
8ft x 6ft £725 Verandah 
8ft x 8ft £789 Verandah 


Log Cabins view 

& Garden Rooms ONLINE 


Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


GfHuge Range 0 Made To Measure Service Gf Lined & Insulated Options Gf Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 


BETTA 


BUILDINGS 
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Proud memories of my father the mayor 

I AM writing to you regarding misin- Mayor’s appeal to install the first scan- it was due to the facts not being prop- 
formation on page 16 of the Sandwell ner into Sandwell hospital and another erly checked. 

Chronicle, dated May 4, where under- being that the Sandwell team reached MRS SANDRA WYATT 
neath a photograph of Freeda and Bill the finals of It’s a Knockout, with my Sandwell 

Archer, it said Mr Archer was the first father accompanying the team to every Editor’s Note: Thank you to Mrs 
Conservative Mayor of Sandwell. event including Charnock Richard, Wyatt for bringing this to our atten- 

However, it was in fact my father, Italy and I believe Yugoslavia. tion. The Sandwell Chronicle wishes 

Cyril Farmer, who had the honour of There can be no disputing the facts, to apologise for any distress caused by 
holding this office in 1978/79 when the which you can easily find out for your- the error. In fact, Councillor Archer 
Conservatives had control of Sandwell self by just a quick check of newspa- was the first non-ruling party mayor of 
Council for the first time. This was a per archives from that year, of which Sandwell, when he was a Conservative 
significant year for many reasons, one I have every copy. My family and I are councillor, but it was a Labour-run au- 
of which was that my father used his very hurt by this omission and assume thority. 


£1,500 per 
month not 
enough? 

HAVING caught the back 
end of the TV programme 
living on benefits, I was as¬ 
tonished to hear that one of 
those featured was receiv¬ 
ing £1,500 a month child 
benefit for her five children, 
plus other benefits, yet she 
still insists that she cannot 
manage. 

She regularly takes her 
children to the park, be¬ 
cause it’s free. 

I’m sick to death of these 
people, and the bleeding 
hearts brigade who are al¬ 
ways crying out about the 
injustice of the welfare sys¬ 
tem, which most of them 
have never paid a penny 
into it. 

I will challenge any of 
these so-called charities to 
prove to me that people are 
living on the breadline, hav¬ 
ing to do without food, so 
that the kids can eat. 

I will gladly volunteer at 
one of their centres, if they 
can prove to my satisfaction 
that the money received 
by claimants is not being 
wasted on fags, drink and 
worst of all their mobile 
phones. 

KEITH JOYCE 

Wednesbury 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Prac¬ 
tice, which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are un¬ 
happy with the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, 
Chronicles, 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 


Teaching manners 
is a thing of past 

NOBODY says manners anymore; the world’s gone mad, 
teachers can’t tell the children off these days as they might 
get stabbed or worse. 

We were always told in school to behave or we would 
have a piece of chalk thrown at us, or the cane across our 
hands, or sent to the headmaster and you were scared to 
death, and when you got home your dad would clip you 
round the ears as well. 

With all these do-gooders the world’s gone made. I was 
going through the door at our dentist and children barged 
through without saying anything, don’t they teach man¬ 
ners in school these days? 

Every morning in our school we would have half-an-hour 
going through some manners before we carried on with les¬ 
sons. 

Nobody picks up litter when it gets dropped the whole 
borough looks a mess with all the rubbish about. 

MRS A WILSON 

Brierley Hill 


No benefits 
for people 
who budget 

THE letter penned by A 
Parker (May 2) asks us to 
think before basing benefit 
claimants. I think that he 
himself has put his foot in 
his mouth. 

Does he think that those 
who work for a living, often 
with a net income less than 
that of many of these tax- 
free benefit receivers, have 
a contribution from their 
employer for rent, council 
tax and power bills? 

No, they have to do some¬ 
thing which appears to be 
ignored by many of those 
on benefit - they have to 
budget. I do not wish to 
condemn all claimants but 
he should understand many 
people are ‘in the same boat’ 
struggling on low incomes. 

Many workers and pen¬ 
sioners manage on far less 
than the £20,000 per year 
maximum tax-free benefit 
limit. If he read the letter 
from Alan Etheridge in the 
same edition he might ap¬ 
preciate the sense of the out¬ 
rage of many who see some 
of the claimants on televi¬ 
sion smoking and drinking 
with offspring on computers 
decrying their lot. 

J CHAMBERLAIN 

Great Barr 



KITCHEN RENEW 


We can save your costly cabinets and replace 
doors, or worktops, or both, creating a new 
look dream kitchen at a fraction of the cost 

• EXTRA 20 % OFF DOORS 

• FREE SINK AND TAP 

• FREE HANDLES 

• FREE HOME SURVEY 


REPLACE KITCHEN 


Our experienced kitchen planners can offer fully 
installed kitchens, including tiling, electrics and 
plumbing, or offer a supply only service, all at 
realistic prices, using full 3D design service 

• FREE INTEGRATED WASHER* 

• FREE INTEGRATED DISHWASHER* 
•FREE SINK AND TAP* 

• FREE HOME SURVEY* 



1000s 

COLOURS _ 
AND STYLES I 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


BATH TO SHOWER CONVERSION 


Fully Installed inc. Safety Glass 
Enclosure, Shower seat, Grab Rail, 
Shower valve, Plastering, Tiling or 
Easy Clean Wall Panels. 

INSTALLED 

r i aap* 


£1895’ 



SEE DISPLAYS IN STORE 


FULL BATHROOM 


Including Bath or Shower, Toilet and 
Basin, Tiles or Wall Panels, Taps 
and all labour. 


* INSTALLED 


£2995 



SEE DISPLAYS IN STORE 


COMFORT HIGH SEAT TOILETS 


A toilet with a couple of extra 
/ inches of height makes all the 
difference, Large choice of discrete 
and stylish modern designs. 



SUPPLY ONLY INSTALLED 

£149 £299* 



SEE DISPLAYS IN STORE 


' Over 50 displays in store • Large showroom- free parking • Free no obligation survey 
* Long established business • Quality installers t SSSS^ 



• Windows 
• Composite Doors 
• Porches 
• Patio Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Window & Door 

Repairs 

Fascias / Guttering 
• Building Work 

• Misted-up Units 




:::: ::: 
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___ B _ _ _ _ _ Established over 20 years 

Window Warehouse Ltd 


j • 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8am-1pm 


TELEPHONE: 


GOLD PRICES 
HIGHEST IN YEARS 


9ct Gold £10.50 
18ct Gold £21.00 
22ct Gold £26.88 

(price as of 16.5.17) 


Full Sovereign 

£210 

Full Kruggerand 

£905 




Best rates and pay no commission on all foreign currency 


EUROS 

We sell £1 = 1.14 
We buy £1 = 1.23 

Price Paid 16.5.17 


Wese//£1 = 1.25 
We buy £1 = 1.34 

Price Paid 16.5.17 


it Gold & Silver Jewellery * Watches 
Diamond Rings * Pre-Owned Rolex’s 
Jewellery Repair & Cleaning Services 
Replace Missing Diamonds Watch Servicing & Batteries 

SELL 


15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 

www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk 


Fonz 



HIGH QUALITY LEATHER & SUEDE CLOTHING 


LADIES AND MEN’S LEATHER, 
BESPOKE MADE TO MEASURE 
OR TAILORED. 





Ak 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
AND RELAX WHILE OUR EXPERT 
LEATHER CONSULTANTS 
PROVIDE YOU WITH A FIRST 
CLASS SERVICE. 



OVER 200 
GENTS AND 
LADIES 
STYLES TO 
CHOOSE 
FROM 


I 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 

REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 
CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 0121 505 1132 


62 PERCY BUSINESS PARK | OLDBURY | B69 2RD | TEL: 0121 552 1286 
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s Fears over 
funding for 
Met super 
hospital 

HEALTH chiefs fear their plans for 
how a £350 million super hospital will 
be funded and run could be thrown 
into chaos after possible changes to a 
partnership were revealed. 

Toby Lewis, chief executive of the 
trust which will run the Midland Met¬ 
ropolitan Hospital to serve Sandwell, 
said its business plan could be ‘fatally 
undermined’ by possible changes. The 
concerns surround the Black Country 
Sustainability and Transformation 
Partnership (STP) and the possible 
removal of West Birmingham from it. 

Changes to the geographical 
make-up of STPs are being considered 
and there are fears that if West Bir¬ 
mingham is taken out it could affect 
the amount of funding diverted to the 
region as it would see the population 
in the STP plummet - potentially im¬ 
pacting on plans for the Midland Met. 

The STP is made up of hospital 
trusts, clinical commissioning groups 
and councils across the West Mid¬ 
lands. Sandwell hospital trust bosses 
are understood to have planned for 
the Midland Met and drawn up the 
business plan on the assumption of 
West Birmingham remaining part of 
the agreement. The new hospital in 
Grove Lane will be run by Sandwell 
and West Birmingham NHS Trust. 

In a report to board members, Mr 
Lewis wrote: “Discussions continue 
about the right governance model 
for the STP. There remain nationally 
discussions about whether 44 is the 
right number of STPs. There is, we 
understand, a recognition that any 
move to remove west Birmingham 
from the Black Country STP would 
fatally undermine the business case 
for Midland Met.” The opening of the 
Midland Met will see A&E and ma¬ 
ternity services scaled down at both 
Sandwell General and City Hospital. 


Retire? I'm only 80! Says 
forever young carer Mavis 


HER CV is like an A-Z of 
Black Country manufactur¬ 
ing - and now Mavis Young 
is forging new ground, work¬ 
ing at a care home, at the 
age of 80. 

From a tractor part assembler 
to forge machine operator and 
hand presser, Mavis did the cir¬ 
cuit of post-war employment, 
starting aged 14. 

Working on up to three jobs, the 
Darlaston-born woman joined the 
nationwide efforts to get the country 
back on her feet. She also had to help 
fund her family and their first home 
- a £2,099 three-bedroom home in 
Charles Foster Street in Wednesbury. 

But now, when she could happily 
pack it in, Mavis says she sees no end 
to her working life. She is employed 
at The Bush care home in Darlaston, 
where staff put on a surprise party 
and made her a cake - her first birth¬ 
day cake in 80 years. 

Retire 

She works 18 hours a week as a 
carer, on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursdays from 8am to 2pm. She 
said: “When you retire you hit a dead 
end -1 enjoy my work, I enjoy helping 
other people, it is really lovely.” 

Mavis has worked at the care home 
for 25 years. She started as a cook, 
making breakfast every morning for 
residents. When a change of owner¬ 
ship came in she was switched to a 
carer 12 years ago, and has remained 
in the role ever since. She said: “I 
feel great, I don’t see any reason why 



Mavis with staff and residents at The Bush care home in Darlaston 


Mavis Young, who has turned 80 

I should give up. The girls here are 
great and the owner is fantastic for 
keeping me on despite my age.” 

“You take every day as it comes, you 
don’t know what is round the corner.” 

On her young looks, Mavis added: “I 
just wash my face every day with cold 
water, put moisturiser on every night 
and I like to keep on my feet. That’s 
it.” Mavis was born in 1937. She at¬ 
tended Salisbury Street School before 
leaving aged 14, going to work as a 
hand presser for locksmiths Lowe and 
Fletcher in Darlaston. 

She then worked for nut and bolt 


manufacturers Guest, Keen and Net- 
tlefolds and then engineering firm 
Rubery Owen. She met her husband 
Edward Young, known as Ted, while 
working at nut and bolt manufactur¬ 
ers Charles Richards. They married 
at St Lawrence Church in Darlaston 
in 1962. 

After buying their first home, they 
had two children, Andrew, now aged 
55, and April, 49. Mavis said: “We had 
a mortgage and a family to look after - 
I had to work more than one job. The 
pay was not great, so you’d walk up to 
a factory and get a job on the day. 


“There was work around, the whole 
of the Black Country was working. 
It was a great time, but also a hard 
time, I’d have up to three jobs to keep 
afloat. The country was all pulling in 
the same direction.” 

After Edward lost his job at British 
Steel in 1995, Mavis stepped up her 
work, taking on a new job at Boots in 
Darlaston as a sales assistant, while 
also working as a carer for Walsall 
Council. Edward died from cancer in 
2003 - but rather than give up work, 
Mavis continued, now working at The 
Bush care home. She said: “Work may 


Young Mavis with husband Ted 

no longer be all about the money, but 
it’s nice to have the pocket money to 
buy what you want. 

“I get to go on holidays, keep my car 
and spend within reason. I’m enjoying 
life, and I hope I’m also helping others 
at the care home. Mavis, who now lives 
in Wiley Avenue in Darlaston, said: “I 
want to go on as long as I can.” 

Colleague Janet Evans said: “She is 
brilliant. She looks after a few people 
younger than her, she’s a real inspira¬ 
tion, not just for the residents, but for 
us. We love her and hope to have her 
here as long as possible.” 



Cleaning 

Services now available 
to restore all your uPVC 
products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning 
available 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


[kmgQM§) 


Window s? Doors^Conse rvatorie s? 

Orangeries flPo^ 

andSoff if Board HMHI 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON JUNE INSTALLATIONS 


jWee Relays: 


I5f30prn| 




FREEPHONE 1 











































Book’s revelations 
on ‘dirty Dudley’ 


Til Us of Old 'Dudley 

A i&f Obm, & Mufir\an< 



The cover of the book by local historian and author Paul 
Robinson, who has set his sights on the Black Country 

LOCAL history writer Paul Robinson has just published 
his latest title, ‘Tales of Old Dudley - A Catalogue of 
Crime, Accident & Misfortune’. 

While Paul has previously written books about the 
South Staffordshire villages of Penkridge, Brewood and 
Coven, this time he takes a look at the very heart of the 
Black Country in Victorian times and a shocking portrait 
emerges. 

Given the state of the town revealed by the book, it 
comes as no surprise to find that it was known at the time 
as ‘Dirty Dudley’. 

In addition to its dilapidated state, the town was also 
blighted by immoral activity, rampant crime and an almost 
endless series of horrendous accidents in its mines and on 
its railways. 

This fascinating book details hundreds of crimes and ac¬ 
cidents that happened in the town and its neighbourhood 
including accounts of explosions, fires and floods. 

The book can be bought online at www.lulu.com or direct 
from the author by emailing penk.publishing@gmail.com. 


Fare cuts 
to be rolled 
out across 
the region 


CUTS to bus fares on services in Sandwell 
and Dudley have proved successful enough 
for the scheme to be rolled out across the 
West Midlands, an operator says. 

National Express said that the trial of cheap¬ 
er fares on buses around the boroughs had led to 


enough extra passengers 
increased revenues on 
those routes. 

That was despite the 
company’s bus division as 
a whole seeing revenues fall 
by 0.5 per cent in the first 
four months of 2017. 

The biggest cut in adult 
fares - at 35 per cent - af¬ 
fected the Sandwell and 
Dudley low fare zone day 
ticket which fell from £4.60 
to £3 in February. 

The children’s ticket was 
cut by more than 50 per 
cent from £3.10 to £1.50. An 
adult weekly travelcard for 
journeys inside the zone fell 
to from £15.70 to £11, and 
a child’s weekly travelcard 
from £8.75 to £5.50. 

National Express said it 
would “extend the lessons 
from these early successes 
further across the West 
Midlands”. 

Elsewhere, the transport 
giant saw its overall reve- 


using the service to drive 

By Thom Kennedy 

nue from continuing oper¬ 
ations rise by 5.4 per cent 
over the period, with acqui¬ 
sitions helping drive growth 
in profit compared with last 
year. Revenue in its coach 
division, which runs services 
from the region to major 
cities all over the country, 
grew by 2.7 per cent as Na¬ 
tional Express launched a 
new revenue management 
system. 

Chief executive Dean 
Finch said: “I am pleased we 
have maintained our strong 
momentum into 2017, with 
a good revenue performance 
driven by both organic 
growth and the benefit of 
our recent acquisitions. Our 
diversified portfolio is pro¬ 
viding broad-based growth 
that is also providing addi¬ 
tional opportunities for fur¬ 
ther expansion.” 


We are 
your friendly, 
local dental 
professionals. 


We can help you 
solve your dental 
problems, painlessly. 

We are only a phone call away: 

0121 588 4541 


STELLA MARIS DENTAL 


84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

www.confidence2smile.co.uk 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 



Cloudy2Clear Windows. 
Service With A Smile! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A ••• 

Which? 
Which?') Trusted 
Trader 


Truntd trader 


All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

0800 6121118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f ^0 
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DOES YOUR PROPERTY, 
NEED A SPRINGTCIIEAN? 


Due to popular 
demand now taking 
bookings for Weekends 
and Bank Holidays 


_ l( r 


At BTF we specialise in the external cleaning of properties. 
Our team of experts are trained to tackle and revive the 
most dirty and worn of driveways, patios, tiled roofs 
and UPVC products. Based in Halesowen we offer a 
professional, friendly and efficient service, with thousands 
of satisfied customers across the West Midlands. 


INCLUDE 


✓ Driveway and Patio cleaning 
s/ Driveway Sealing and Recolouring 
✓ UPVC Guttering, Fascia and Soffits, washed & cleaned 
* Conservatories and Orangeries cleaned (inside & out) 
✓ Tiled roofs washed and cleaned 


Celebrating 

17 

Years in 
s Business./ 




For all of your external cleaning requirements, 

call the experts at BTF Cleaning Services!! 


BTF 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 

Tel/Fax No: Ol 384 568345 
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The hearse carrying Ugo on his final journey A minute’s applause for Ugo at Aston Villa during a match last month Former Aston Villa team-mate Gareth Southgate 

Emotional speech for Ugo 


"Grealish is 
fan's hero as 
he nets £ 60 k 

A LUCKY punter won more than £60,000 
from a £10 bet after a goal from Aston Vil¬ 
la’s Jack Grealish. 

The 21-year-old’s 89th minute equaliser 
against Brighton at the weekend ensured 
the fan’s wager came up trumps. 

The man, from the Scottish Borders, 
picked seven teams to win their respective 
leagues at the start of the season - includ¬ 
ing Newcastle, who finished top after Villa 
drew with Brighton. He won an amazing 
£60,734.38 from £10. 

Jessica Bridge, from bookmakers Lad¬ 
brokes, said accumulator bets ‘normally 
come agonisingly close but hit the crossbar 
in extra time’. 

“Our customer now has 60,000 reasons 
to thank Jack Grealish for his vital goal last 
weekend,” she said. 

The man, who is in his 50s but did not 
want to be named, placed the bet before the 
start of the season. 

The seven-fold accumulator bet pre¬ 
dicted Newcastle, Sheffield United, Ports¬ 
mouth, Celtic, Hibernian, Livingstone and 
Arbroath would all win their respective 
leagues. 

For the bet to succeed, Newcastle had to 
better Brighton and Hove Albion’s result 
during the last games of the season for the 
Championship on Sunday May 7. 

Grealish’s late goal against Brighton en¬ 
sured the bet was a winner, as Newcastle 
eased past Barnsley 3-0. 

Cyber firm bought 
as deal is struck 

A BLACK Country technology company 
has been bought by a leading UK cyberse¬ 
curity group. Cygnia Technologies, based 
at Black Country House in Oldbury, has 
now become part of the SecureData group, 
based in Maidenhead. The price tag on the 
deal has not been revealed but all staff have 
kept their jobs. 

For the 2016 calendar year Cygnia re¬ 
ported sales of circa £9 million. As well as 
its Oldbury office the firm, operating since 
2007, has a base in central London. It em¬ 
ploys around two dozen people. 


ENGLAND manager Gareth South- 
gate gave an emotional speech at 
the funeral of his former team-mate 
Ugo Ehiogu. 

Ehiogu died aged 44 after suffering a 
cardiac arrest on April 20 at Tottenham’s 
training ground, where he worked as a 
coach with their under-23 side. 

The service for the former England, Aston 
Villa and Middlesbrough defender was held 


at St Michael’s Church in Highgate, before a 
wake at Alexandra Palace. 

Ehiogu’s one-time Villa team-mate and the 
best man at his wedding, Dwight Yorke, helped 
carry his coffin into the church, where Gareth 
Southgate spoke about the ‘fussiness’ for 
which Ehiogu was fondly remembered. 

Others present included Middlesbrough 
team-mates Paul Ince, George Boateng and 
Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink, Villa colleagues 
Andy Townsend and Ian Taylor, as well as for¬ 


mer managers Ron Atkinson, Steve McClaren 
and Brian Little. 

Little, who managed Ehiogu for four years at 
Villa until 1998, said: “Gareth Southgate spoke 
unbelievably well about him, about some of the 
funny things about him. 

“Ugo was very fussy with his food. Gareth 
hit on how he would order something off the 
menu, but he’d want it without that, without 
that, without that and without that and done 
a different way.” 


Tottenham were also represented by retired 
defender Ledley King and fellow former play¬ 
ers Les Ferdinand, Tim Sherwood, Gary Mab- 
butt and Spurs’ legendary Irish goalkeeper Pat 
Jennings, in addition to numerous youth-team 
players and chairman Daniel Levy. 

Ron Atkinson signed Ehiogu for Villa from 
West Brom, and he said: “He loved defending, 
something that’s gone out of the game. 

“He just used to come in every day and get 
on with it.” 
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New Street, West Bromwich, B70 7PG. 


Good 

Provide 


★★ SCRAP GOLD WANTED ★★ 

CASH PAID.ANY CONDITION OR WEIGHT 


One Stop Shop For 

All Gift Ideas. 


151 HIGH STREET, BLACKHEATH B65 OEA 
(NEXT TO THE NEW LIBRARY) 

TELEPHONE: 0121 559 7156 


0800 234 6282 

www.stchris.org.uk/fostering 

fostering@stchris.org.uk 


Become a Foster Carer with 
St Christopher’s 


Plan-your-future Information Evenings 


S & N Hodgkins 








Thinking about fostering? 

Come to our drop-in session and chat to 
one of our foster carers. 

At St Christopher’s we recognise that foster carers are 
experts at what they do. They are the best people to 
talk to about what fostering is like, our training and 
support, and the rewards that come with being a carer. 


That’s why you can meet a foster carer and our friendly 
team at our drop-in session to find out what makes 
St Christopher’s different to other agencies. 


Choose an agency with experience and expertise. 
Chat with St Christopher’s today at our local event. 




Every Tuesday and Thursday, 4.30pm to 6.30pm 


These sessions are ideal for those who haven’t decided what to 
do after they leave school in July. Parents are also very welcome. 

You can explore the college buildings and facilities, meet the tutors, find out 
about courses and apprenticeships and get impartial advice from highly- 
qualified advisors. Starting Thursday 11 May. 


it 
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A Levels Info Evening at Central Sixth 


Black Country comedian Jonny Cole, raising a 
glass to the new brand of beer he is launching 

BLACK Country ale drinkers will be able to raise a glass to 
comic Jonny Cole who is having his brand of ale launched. 
The Stourbridge-based Sadler’s Brewery has joined forces 
with Jonny to brew up the new ale called Fat Face. 

The first pints will be pulled at the official launch at the 
Sadler’s Brewhouse and Bar venue in Lye at on May 24 
when Jonny will perform his act. Tickets, advance or on 
the night, will include food and a pint of the new ale. Fat 
Face is one of the most popular songs from the repertoire 
of the comedian. Jonny said: “I played at the Brewery a few 
months ago. We were having a drink afterwards when it 
was suggested they could name a beer after me. I said ‘call 
me tomorrow when you are sober.’” 

Jonny, from Wednesbury, is literally back on his feet 
again after a serious health scare.He said: “I got up and 
suddenly I was numb from the waist down. I ended up at 
the Queen’s Hospital in Birmingham where it was found 
there was fluid leaking from the discs in my back into my 
central nervous system. Thankfully after surgery, it’s fine 
now.” 


Crimes up 
involving 
indecent 
pictures 

THE number of crimes relating to the pos¬ 
session of indecent images of children in the 
West Midlands has more than quadrupled 
over the last five years. 

In 2016, a total of 640 crimes were recorded com¬ 
pared to 151 in 2011. And 691 arrests were made 
compared to 358 in 2011, Freedom of Information 
request figures show. 

An F 


By Doug Wootton 

ploitation Team consisting 
of 25 officers, intelligence 
e . j , i , r specialists to proactively in- 
°f an mde c e nt photo of a t £ rrogate sus £ icious ^ te r- 

child increased from 12 in net a | tivity a £ d e -forensics 


i Fol was made to West 
Midlands Police and show 
the number of crimes re¬ 
corded for the distribution 


2011 to 288 in 2016. 

Arrests resulted from a 
number of crimes, with the 
most common offence being 
possession of an indecent 
photograph of a child. 

Other crimes included 
distributing indecent im¬ 
ages of children, making an 
indecent photograph of a 


experts to analyse IT equip¬ 
ment in order to recover key 
evidence. 

“We are committed to 
identifying vulnerable chil¬ 
dren and keeping them 
from the clutches of online 
groomers. Anyone who en- 

___ ___ _ w _ courages child abuse needs 

chfid and takingaiTmdecent to prepare themselves for a 
photo of a child. Supt Paul loud kn ock at the door by 
Drover, from the force’s our officers. 

Public Protection Unit, said: An NSPCC spokesman 

“There is no hiding place for said: “If you are concerned 
people who download inde- about a child you can call 
cent images of children. the NSPCC helpline on 0808 
“Safeguarding children 800 5000, while young peo- 
is our number one prior- pie can contact Childline in 
ity. We have a dedicated confidence on 0800 1111 or 
Online Child Sexual Ex- viachildline.org.uk.” 


Iftivelters 


ON SITE WORKSHOPS FOR 

clock, watch and jewellery repairs 


/ Watches 
✓ Bracelets 
/Earrings 
/Engraving 
/Rings 

/ Necklaces i 

/Clocks 

/Watch Batteries 
and Straps 
/Est. 1969 




0800 622 006 www.sandwell.ac.uk 


No need to book, just come along! 


Sandwell College 

West Bromwich ^ 


- ^ 


PRICED 
ID GO! 


/i\ WARNING PRICES TOD LOW!! | 

MASSIVE £1,000,000 

STOCK CLEARANCE ZONE 

WE HAVE SMASHED THE PRICES ON HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS OF SUITES, S 
ARMCHAIRS, DINING SETS, BEDS & BEDROOM FURNITURE AND MUCH, MUCH MORE! 


SOFAS 




JLI 


MARBLE COMPOSITE 
HEAVY DINING TABLE & 
6 FAUX LEATHER CHAIRS 

I IN GREY & BLACK 
WAS £1695-SAVE £1000 

now £695 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT EXAMPLES \ 


TRIO BEDROOM SUITE DOUBLE ROBE, 
4 DRAWER CHEST & BEDSIDE 
ASSORTED 


SOLID FARMHOUSE OAK 
REFECTORY DINING TABLE & 6 
LEATHER HIGH BACK CHAIRS 
WAS £1595 
fSAVE £1000 


SPEND £500 

£50 deposit and 
9 x monthly payments 
@ £50 per month 
Total payable = £500 


APR 


LOUIS FRENCH BEDROOM 
FURNITURE IN IVORY, cn0 / nrr 
SILVER & BLACK O07o UFF 


£595 


£195 


CHAIR & FOOT STOOL 
IN FABRIC & LEATHER 


WAS£299 


£199 


SPEND £1000 

£100 deposit and 
12 x monthly payments 
@ £75 per month 

Total payable = £1000 


HUGE DM OF 
BEDROOM FURNITURE 
A UP TO 50% OFF 
DISPLAY MODELS. 


GUVNOR CORNER 


SUITE IN 




DISPLAY MODEL 


TO CLEAR 


APR 


SPECIAL OFFER THIS WEEK! 

FREE HEADBOARD 


£599 


LA-Z-BOY EXTRA LARGE ALL LEATHER CORNER SUITE IN BURGUNDY 
, WAS £2995 
DISPLAY 


LOLA FABRIC 
CORNER SOFi 
WAS £999 
STOCK 
CLEARANCE 


£399 


POWER LIFT & 
TILT MOBILITY 
CHAIR 

IN BLACK 
OR BROWN 


now £349 


CLASSIC WING CHAIRS IN 
STUNNING REGENCY 
DAMASKS, 
FLATWEAVES 
& VELOURS 
WAS £499 

r . NOW FROM 

r 1 £149 


HUNDREDS OF BEDFRAMES, DIVANS & 
MATTRESSES TO TAKE AWAY 
SINGLE MATT FROM £39 
DOUBLE MATT FROM £59 
KING MATT FROM £79 


FOR THE BEST DEALS IN THE MIDLANDS, COME AND BROWSE IN PEACE AT OUR DUDLEY SHOWROOM 


I FURNITURE FACTORY I 

OUTLET STORE 


BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE 
UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE, 
CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, 
DUDLEY DY4 8XF 


Telephone: 

0121 557 6885 

OPENING HOURS: 
MON-SAT 10AM-6PM 
SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 


WEDNESDAY 24 MAY 2017 
4pm-6pm 
102 HIGH STREET 
WEST BROMWICH B70 6JW 
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10% OFF 


MADNESS 



WITH THIS 
ADVERT ON ORDERS 
OVER £250 


i 

i 

i 

i 
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i 

i 

i 
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GEMINI 

CARPETS 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 

SALE NOW ON 


MANY ROLLS IN STOCK 

FREE FITTING ON CARPETS & LAMINATE FLOORS 
WE SUPPLY & FIT BLINDS 
All fitters employed by us 
KARNDEAN APPROVED FITTERS • MASTER QUICKSTEP FITTER 


19 Upper High Street, Wednesbury 
West Mids, WSIO 7HQ I 0121 556 8649 


Primary school teacher 
jailed for touching child 


A TEACHER who touched a 
young boy inappropriately in a 
classroom has been jailed for 
four years. 

Thomas Lawrence was working at a 
primary school in Sandwell when he 

n abused the child. 

Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard 
he took the boy to 
an area of the room 
where he could not 
be seen by other pu¬ 
pils or an assistant 
teacher. The 28-year- 
old then touched him 
inappropriately both 
‘under and over his 
Thomas Lawrence clothing’. 

Sentencing, Judge 
Michael Challinor said: “It is aggravated by 
the fact you touched him in the presence of 
other children in the classroom. You must 
never again be allowed to work with chil¬ 
dren as a teacher, or in any other capacity.” 

The incidents occurred before February 
2016 when Lawrence lived in Lutley Close, 
Bradmore, Wolverhampton. 

He denied two counts two counts of as¬ 
saulting a child by touching but was con¬ 
victed by a jury after a four-day trial in 
April. 

The trial heard Lawrence qualified as a 
teacher in 2015. His victim reported the 
incident to his mother, who immediately 
contacted the school. 

Lawrence was arrested in February 2016. 
Following a check on items seized from 
his home, a number of images of children 
were found on a laptop alongside internet 
searches for child pornography. 

There were no images of the child Law¬ 
rence touched, or of any pupils at the school 
he taught at, on the computer. 

Lawrence, most recently of Hornbeam 
Close, Selly Oak, Birmingham, was made 
the subject of a sexual harm prevention 
order. 



Ann Carey with the one budgerigar left after the theft from her aviary 


DOZENS of canaries were stolen 
from a garden aviary - on the same 
night more than 50 of the birds 
were taken from a school nearby. 

Ann Carey says she is devastated 
the 24 yellow and white canaries 
were taken from her garden aviary 
in Wolverhampton. 

Having fed them the night before 
at their home in East Park, her 
husband John discovered all three 
doors open to the aviary on Thurs¬ 
day morning. Only three canaries 
and a budgerigar were left inside. 

The theft came on the same night 
more than 50 were taken from Jane 
Lane School, in Churchill Road, 
in Bentley - four miles away. Mrs 


Carey, aged 63, said: “It is heart¬ 
breaking to see the birds taken 
away like this. 

“We’d started with only a few, 
and the number increased. You be¬ 
come attached to them.” The birds 
can sell for between £40 and £50. 

Mrs Carey said: “I think the birds 
were probably taken for order. Es¬ 
pecially when you hear how many 
were taken from the school nearby. 
It has to be linked.” 

She added: “We’d obviously ap¬ 
peal for them to come back. 

“I worry about them now. They 
wouldn’t last long at all in the wild.” 

West Midlands Police have put an 
appeal out for the birds. 


Age UK Sandwell 
Handyman & Gardening 

Do you need help around the home 
fixing the little things? 

Maybe your garden needs some TLC? 



Age UK Sandwell offers a reliable and trustworthy service both in and around 
your home. Our Handymen can call at a time to suit you and make small repairs, 
put together flat pack furniture, fit security locks and other general maintenance 
tasks. Our gardeners can trim hedges, tidy borders and mow lawns. Services 
charged at £18.50 per hour. 

For more information, please call Chief Executive Officer 

Age UK Sandwell, Office 49, Pure Offices,Broadwell Road, Oldbury, B69 4BY 

www.ageuksandwell.org.uk 

info@ageuksandwell.org.uk 





L.G.H. ROOFING SERVICES 


Flat felt roofing • Tile, slate repairs 
Pointing, guttering, uPVC fascia 

Free estimates - Written guarantee 

SPECIAL RATES FOR O.A.P’S 


Tel: 0121-556 4833 or 07944 326002 
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Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
Walsall, West Bromwich and Wolverhampton 



42nd Street, Aladdin, Annie, An American in 
Paris, Bat out of Hell, Beautiful, Dreamgirls, 
Half a Sixpence, Les Miserables, Mamma Mia!, 
Matilda, Motown, The Phantom of the Opera, 
School of Rock, Stomp, The Girls, The Lion 
King, Wicked and more...! 


Not all shows are available on all breaks. 
Please call for details. 






NOW 

INCLUDING 




A 


TO CHOOSE FROM 


41 


Saturday Night 
London Theatre 

Selected Saturday departures throughout 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with full English breakfast 
/A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a 
TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection 
/ Free time in London 


ft 

from 

£l49- 95pp 

Quote Code: 
PLX651 

View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


London Theatre 
Weekend 
with Evening Meal 

Selected Saturday departures throughout 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with 3-course evening meal and full 
English breakfast / A show ticket for a Saturday 
matinee performance of a TOP West End Show from 
our fabulous selection / Free time in London 


ft 

from 

£l 59 * 5pp 

Quote Code: 
UHA359 

View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 









































































Golfers putt skills to test for charity 



Learn 
to Swim 


Save on Direct Debit 

- 

Check Progress Online 


Free Public Swim 



^ ^ I wish you could teach me 
swimming everyday so I could 
get better and better everyday- 


SLTSWIM 

ACADEMY 

WATER SAFETY & SKILLS FOR LIFE 


Bipin Patel, Ahmed Patel, David Wisdell and Phil Brewerton, with organisers Richard Prophet and Daniel Lowe 


AMATEUR golfers put their skills to 
the test when they took part in a tour¬ 
nament to raise money for Birming¬ 
ham Children’s Hospital. 

A record total of 170 players took 
part in the competition held at 
Sandwell Park Golf Club in West Bro¬ 
mwich. The event, which saw players 
compete across the 18-hole course lo¬ 
cated at the Birmingham Road site, 
raised £2,286.10 for the hospital. 

Club professional Daniel Lowe, who 
helped to organise the event alongside 
fellow professional Richard Prophet, 
said: “The competition went really 
well. We had a total of 170 players 


- which I think is the most we have 
ever had. I have run this competition 
everywhere where the club give me 
the range for the day, but it is the first 
time I have held it for charity. I will be 
definitely doing it again next year, the 
money is going to a good cause.” 

Three members and one visiting 
player won the tournament on the day. 

Daniel, aged 31 from Gornal, esti¬ 
mated he and the fellow tournament 
organisers spent 15 hours organising 
the day. Free drinks were also on offer 
in the halfway house of the course - 
which was welcomed by the players. 

A heavy downpour on the morning 


of the event, which was held on May 
1, could have stopped it from going 
ahead but club organisers were able 
to prepare the course in time. Daniel 
dropped off the money to the fundrais¬ 
ing hub of the hospital on Tuesday. 

Annie Eytle, of Birmingham Chil¬ 
dren’s Hospital charity, said: “We 
are incredibly grateful to Sandwell 
Park Golf Club for supporting us. The 
money they raise will go a long way to 
making a huge difference to the lives 
of our brave children and their fam¬ 
ilies treated on our Oncology Ward 
(Ward 15), allowing us to continue our 
plans to improve facilities.” 


Haden Hill Leisure Centre 
HadenHillBookings@slt-leisure.co.uk 

Barrs Road, Cradley Heath, B64 7HA 

Langley Swimming Centre 
LangleySCinfo@slt-leisure.co.uk 

Vicarage Road, Oldbury, B68 8HS 

Portway Lifestyle Centre 
Portwayinfo@slt-leisure.co.uk 

Newbury Lane, Oldbury, B69 1HE 


Smethwick Swimming Centre 
SmethwickSCinfo@slt-leisure.co.uk 

Thimblemill Road, Smethwick B67 5QT 

Tipton Leisure Centre 
TiptonLeisurelnfo@slt-leisure.co.uk 

Alexandra Road, Tipton, DY4 8TA 

Wednesbury Leisure Centre 
wlc@slt-leisure.co.uk 

High Bullen, Wednesbury, WS10 7HP 


Join today www.slt-leisure.co.uk 0300 012 0121 
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Award winning services supporting Sandwell’s scorecard 
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including VAT 



Any Conservatory 

(Victorian / Edwardian / Garden Room) 

includes: 

e Brick Built Base / Dwarf wall e Heating Systems 
© Electrics © Tiled Flooring e Window & Door Blinds 


The Lugano Collection 

Introducing the next generation of windows and doors. 
These world class products meet the highest standards 
of performance, that includes all the features that todays 
homeowners want, outstanding energy effeciency, sound 
insulation, superb security, easy maintenance and long life. 


V _ JS-__ 

mjJih 
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Introductory 
offer on this top 
quality premier 
product 

4 WINDOWS 
AND 1 DOOR 


fill From 




£1850 


including VAT 


Choose the best for your windows and doors. 
Contact Carera now for more details. 


Windows. Doors. Porches. 
Orangeries. Conservatories 



© Top Quality A Rated Products 
At Great Prices 

w - 

©Yale Locking Systems 
© Swish Window & Door Systems 
© No Deposit Required 
© Payment On Completion / Satisfaction 
© Full 10 Year Guarantee 
© 28 Years Trading - Same Owner 

Ring the recommended Company NOW! 


Yale 


01384 442 490 


winiw.carerauiindows.co.uk 

Carera Showroom, 24 Junction Rd f Audman DY8 4YJ 
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Ernest, in what was called hospital blues, the patch on 
his jacket marks that he had been awarded a medal 



This document shows that Ernest Picken was 
fighting in France in 1915 



The military medal for bravery, centre, along with Star medal and Victory medal 


Grandchildren, brothers John and Alan Russell, with sister Pat Parsonage 


100 years on and story of 
a war hero is finally told 


THE story of a Black Country 
war hero is finally being told, 
100 years on from him receiving 
one of the UK’s most prestigious 
medals. 

Ernest James Picken, born and bred 
in Bloxwich,, was a coal miner turned 
soldier who fought across France and 
Belgium during the First World War. 

He was awarded the Military Medal for 
bravery in the field after staving off a Ger¬ 
man counter-attack while in the trenches 
near Loos in France, despite being shot. 
But until now his story has remained un¬ 
told, mainly because his family had no idea 
about his heroic past until they began re¬ 
searching. 

Born in 1891, Mr Picken lived on Elmore 
Row near Elmore Green for most of his 
early life. At the age of 19 the 1911 census 
listed him as a coal miner/underground 
horse cart driver. 

He joined the South Staffordshire Regi¬ 
ment in 1914 and remained a soldier in the 
First World War until the first quarter of 
1919. His campaign in the Great War saw 
him fight across both Belgium and France, 


MEMORY LANE 


ByJackAvei 


but it is the latter where he received his 
Military Medal for bravery. 

On June 8, 1917 he ‘showed great cour¬ 
age and initiative’ as he fought off a Ger¬ 
man counter-attack, and was wounded in 
the process. He was recommended for im¬ 
mediate reward and was awarded the Mili¬ 
tary Medal not long afterwards. 

The citation reads: “During a raid in the 
hostile trenches he showed great courage 
and initiative and set a splendid example to 
his men.” 

Return 

The citation also notes that Mr Picken 
was wounded and forced to return to Eng¬ 
land. It was in hospital that the only pho¬ 
tograph the family have of him was taken. 

As well as his Military Medal, Mr Picken 
was also awarded the 1914/15 Star, the Vic¬ 
tory Medal 1914-1919 and the Silver War 
Badge. His family do not think the other 
three medals were awarded for anything 
specific, other than his participation in the 


war. While back in the UK following his 
injuries in France, he attended a central in¬ 
fantry course in September 1917 and was 
rated very good or above average in every 
category. His bayonet fighting instruction 
was highly praised. 

While in the army he was a keen boxer 
and notes found by his surviving family 
show he won a competition at some stage. 

After the war Mr Picken, who had six 
grandchildren and lived to meet the first 
five, returned to Bloxwich and to his wife 
Rhoda Elizabeth, whom he had married 
shortly before the war, and his daughter 
Bessie, who was born in January 1913. 

Not much is known of his life after the 
war, however he did move from Elmore Row 
to an area just off Field Road. To help make 
ends meet he boxed occasionally at Pat Col¬ 
lins fairground just around the corner. 

He died in 1955. He had suffered from 
ill health throughout his life after the war 
after being gassed in the trenches. 

His tale of bravery has only come to light 
after his granddaughter, 65-year-old Pat 
Parsonage from Bloxwich, began research¬ 
ing his life after being made the guardian 
of his medals following the death of her 
mother and his daughter Bessie, aged 97. 
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Hair, Beauty & Tanning 


MEGASUN & ERGOLINE SUNBEDS 

• New clients 15 % off sunbed only 

WE OFFER SEMI PERMANENT 
MAKEUP 

• Hand and feet treatments 

• Ear piercing 

• Waxing treatments 

• Botox by appointment 

• Massage 

• Facial treatments 

• Nail Bar On-site 


MAKE-UP FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

• Weddings 

• Proms 

• Evening/day time 

• £25 (inc. strip lash) 

Trial required for weddings 



10 Minute Session 
on Vibr8 Toning 
Machine 

with this advert only 
(Try Free of Charge ) 
No Obligation 


OPEN HOURS 

Mon -10 am-4 pm, Tues - Fri 9.30 am-8 pm, Sat - 9 am-5.30 pm, Sun -10 am-3 pm (sunbeds only) 


Mirage Hair, Beauty & Tanning 
104A Crankhall Lane, Wednesbury WS10 0ED 
(formerly Rainbow Remy) | 0121 572 6165 
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Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Cannock, Dudley, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 


CLASSICAL 

SPECTACULAR 

AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL 




Departing Saturday 18 November 2017 


Price Includes... 


Quote Code: RGW267 


✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ A Choir ticket (face value of £25) for Classical 
Spectacular on Saturday 18 November at the Royal 
Albert Hall (upgrades available at a supplement) 

✓ Free time in London 


2 days, by coach 

£l49- 95pp 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


OLYMPIA 

THE LONDON INTERNATIONAL 
HORSE SHOW 



For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


Price Includes.. 


Quote Code: WRW637 


✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 
30 miles of central London with full English 
breakfast 

✓ A ticket (face value £44.75 plus booking fee) 
for the Saturday evening show at Olympia 
(upgrades available at a supplement) 

✓ Free time in central London 


2 days, by coach 

only £ 159 .... 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 
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OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 



























































School’s joy at outstanding verdict 
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Hargate Primary School headteacher Andrew Orgill and deputy head Richard Hipkiss celebrate with pupils 


STAFF and pupils at a Black Country 
school are celebrating after being rat¬ 
ed outstanding in all areas. 

The rare accolade has been achieved 
by Hargate Primary School in West 
Bromwich following an Ofsted inspec¬ 
tion which took place on March 28 and 
29. Strong leadership, outstanding 
pupil progress and pupil behaviour at 
the school - which has 448 pupils on 
its roll - were all praised in the report. 

Inspectors found that the school’s 
motto, ‘Forward together’, is ‘very 
appropriate’ with leaders, staff and 
governors creating a ‘vibrant school 
community’. 

The headteacher and deputy head¬ 
teacher were described as ‘highly ef¬ 


fective’ in the report and governors 
and leaders at all levels have ‘high as¬ 
pirations for pupils and staff. 

The report also stated that pupils 
who have special educational needs 
and/or disabilities, including those ad¬ 
mitted to the school’s hearing impair¬ 
ment provision, make rapid progress. 

Along with pupils in Years 1 to 6, 
who make ‘outstanding progress in 
relation to their low starting points in 
reading, writing and mathematics’. 

Behaviour of pupils is described as 
exceptional and inspectors found that 
they are ‘keen to learn’. Inspectors 
also praised staff for going ‘above and 
beyond what is expect to ensure that 
pupils are safe’. Two-year-old children 


in the ‘Little Gaters’ early years pre¬ 
school ‘form trusting relationships 
with their key workers and are treated 
with love and care throughout their 
time in the setting’, Ofsted found. 

Teachers were also praised for ena¬ 
bling pupils to progress. 

The report stated: “Teachers help 
pupils to make good and outstand¬ 
ing progress over time because they 
use the information they have about 
pupils’ achievement to plan activities 
that provide a suitable challenge.” 

Headteacher Andrew Orgill said: 
“I’m so proud of the children and they 
are fortunate to be served by such a 
dedicated team of staff; who really do 
care.” 



WANTED 


Abandoned faithful 
companion seeks loving 
new home. Happy 
disposition despite 
neglect. Just wants to 
give love and be loved. 

Pi eZfe can 

0121 643 5211 4 



We have many dogs desperate for new homes 
e feel free to visit our centre or log onto our wi 

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk 

If y*u cannot raJuimoyou oan help ua with donation* alt aponaeralUp 

Calherine-De-Barnes Lane, Calherine-De-Barnes, Solihull. B 62 ODJ 
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POLYCOTTON 

/ - - — \ 

PERSIL 35 

l FITTED/FLAT i 


^ CAPSULES 

\ BED SHEETS / 
) ASSORTED I 


\ FAMILY 
) PACK 

/ COLOURS l 

V — i iw r 

L a * — - , 

I RRP £8.99 

r RRP £5.99 


f LATIFS JUST 

LATIFS JUST £1.99! 


£2.99! 


FIDGET 
SPINNERS 
IN STOCK 

RRP £4.99 
LATIFS FROM 
JUST £1.99! 


30 MIXED 
EGGS 

RRP £4.49 
LATIFS JUST 
£1.79! 


BIRMINGHAM 

New Canal Street, Digbeth B5 5PL 


BILSTON 

Loxdale Street, W’ton WV14 OTP 


SEE IN STORE FOR DETAILS. PICTURES FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY 


0800 00 92 555 


www.latifs.co.uk 

OPEN TO PUBLIC! NO MEMBERSHIP! 



71 High Street, Princes End, Tipton DY4 9JF 
Telephone: 0121 557 2370 or 07782 484950 

Contact@princesendgarage.co.uk I www.princesendgarage.co.uk 



AUTHORISED DYSON REPAIR SPECIALISTS 

New and Reconditioned 
Appliances available 


TV Established 21 ye 

JM 

DOMESTICS 


Appliance Sales, Spares, Repairs and Service 

92 Old Walsall Road, Great Barr, Birmingham 
Telephone 0121 -358 0186 www.djmdomestics.co.uk 


# <a» 
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Carrots 10kg ' 

£(>.00 £>'• Onions ZSkq 

— f £S-.99 

"V Potatoes 5lo| 

V &Z O ° Value Potatoes 

mam 


£4.44 



Empire House, 11 New Street, 
Smethwick, Warley B66 2AJ — 

07506 683326 LA 

OPEN 7 DAYS: 
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GOOO 


with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

^ 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Pleated Chinos and Chino Shorts 


Only £24.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Brighten up your wardrobe with our range of 
men’s pleated front chinos and shorts. 
Available in five seasonal colours, they’re 
made from hardwearing and lightweight 100% 
cotton twill. 

The concealed zip fly closure includes a French 
Bearer button to secure a neat and tidy fit that will 
carry you through the summer season in comfort 
and style. 

Choose two items in any style, any colour and in 
any size. 

Waist sizes: 

32”, 34”, 36”, 38”, 40”, 42”, 44”, 46”, 48”. 

Chinos available in leg lengths: 

27”, 29”, 31”, 33” 

Shorts: Inside leg measures 
11” (27cm) 

Chinos Shorts Colour 
C190ST C290ST Stone 
C190NY C290NY Navy 
C190BM C290BM Buttermilk 
C190OL C290OL Olive 
C190AF C290AF Airforce 



C290AF Airforce Shorts 


Stone 


Navy 


Buttermilk 


Olive 


Airforce 


Twin Touch Fastening 
Trainers 


Only £19.99 plus £3.95 P&P 



These twin touch- 
fasten leisurewear 
trainers are 
lightweight and 
have a breathable 
toe box and a shock 
absorbing sole to 
really cushion your 
feet when walking. 
With a padded collar 
and a comfortable 
foot bed these 
trainers are perfect for 
everyday wear. Was 
£39.99. 

• Upper: man-made 

• Sole: man-made 

• Lining/sock: man¬ 
made 

• Sizes: 6, 7, 8, 9, 

10, 11. 



White S190WH 


Navy S190ny 


Block Stripe Polo Shirt 


Only £19.99 plus £3.95 P&P 



With vertical contrasting block stripes, can 
be worn casually or with a pair of trousers 
for more formal occasions. 

• Has a two diamond embroidered pocket 
and contrast piping to sleeve. 

• A 4 button contrast placket and generous fit. 

• Construction: 80% polyester, 20% cotton. 

• Sizes: M (40”-42”), L (42”-44”), XL (44”-46”), 
XXL (46”-48”). 

C336BG Beige 
C336SG Sage 
C336NY Navy 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Quote 

73033 


Order online at 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 06th February and 06th May 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (73033), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 

Address_ Postcode 


Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-AIRFL0 LTD for £_ Or please debit my card £_ EH Mastercard EH Visa □ Maestro Issue No_ 

My card number is: 

i i i i irTTni i i i \ m i i i i i i srm/m 2?m/m sas rm 

"Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

SIZE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 

















































POSTAGE 

TOTAL 

£3.95/£4.95 
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SAVE 
UP TO 

75 % 


EVERYTHING 
MUST BE SOLD! 


FINAL NOTICE 



WE ARE MOVING WAREHOUSES SO ALL 
OUR STOCK MUST BE SOLD 

£500,000 WORTH OF STOCK MUST GO!! 
SALE MUST END SOON 

ALL STOCK AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY. 
THESE PRICES CAN NOT BE REPEATED 



583 BEARWOOD ROAD 
BEARWOOD 
B66 4BH 

TEL: 0121 420 2991 


FURNITURE, BED SUPERSTORE 


TOTAL 

WAREHOUSE 

CLEARANCE 
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Gas group 
hits out at 
prices bid 

BRITISH Gas owner Cen¬ 
trica has hit out at a Gov¬ 
ernment proposal to cap 
energy prices, warning 
that it could lead to higher 
bills. 

It came as the energy 
giant revealed a warmer 
than usual start to the 
year had hit trading, with 
energy consumption lower 
than it had planned for. 

The group said it lost 
261,000 customers in the 
period, confirmed that it 
will slash a further £250 
million in costs and said 
that it is on track to axe 
1,500 jobs this year. 

More than 600 work¬ 
ers at Oldbury have paid 
the cost as Centrica keeps 
down costs, when the Brit¬ 
ish Gas offices at Swallow- 
field One closed last year. 
British Gas says it found 
new jobs elsewhere for 420 
of them. 

The firm said: “Centrica 
does not believe in any 
form of price regulation. 
Evidence from other coun¬ 
tries would suggest this 
will lead to reduced compe¬ 
tition and choice.” 

Annual boat 
rally returns 

BIRMINGHAM Canal 
Navigations Society is to 
hold its annual narrow- 
boat rally in Oldbury. 

The Titford Pumphouse 
Rally will run from May 19 
to 21 at the Engine Street 
site, off Tat Bank Road 
at the top of the Titford 
Locks. 


FOCUS ON OLDBURY 


Sky's the limit for Pc who 
tried to save heart victim 


AN OLDBURY police officer will be taking the 
plunge and doing a skydive to fund a defibril¬ 
lator in memory of a man who died of a heart 
attack while out cycling. 

Pc Keith Tedds, aged 33, who has served for 11 
years in the force, is doing the skydive for the Brit¬ 


ish Heart Foundation. 

Colin Vaines died after 
suffering a heart attack 
while out on his bike cycling 
up a steep hill in Drayton 
Road. Pc Tedds, just be¬ 
hind him, saw him fall off 
his bike and immediately 
rushed over to help. 

Colin was suffering from a 
heart attack, and Pc Tedds, 
being the only person at 
the scene who was first-aid 
trained, took the lead role, 
saying “it was all on me”. 

He attempted CPR on 
Mr Vaines but he died at 
the scene. The ambulance 
service attempted to shock 
Mr Vaines three times with 
a defibrillator, but nothing 
could be done to save the 
cyclist. 

This came after a doctor’s 
appointment just 2 weeks 
prior, where Colin was told 
that one of the valves to his 
heart was blocked, but that 
he was still able to exercise. 
Colin was due to start treat- 


By David Banner 

ment shortly after the inci¬ 
dent happened. 

Pc Tedds said: “It was up¬ 
setting but I had to do my 
job. It does hit you hard. I 
deal with a lot as a police of¬ 
ficer but that was definitely 
the toughest moment of my 
life. Absolutely everything 
that could’ve been done was 
tried, he had the best possi¬ 
ble chance. His widow and 
family were really grateful, 
I met with them after the 
events and they thanked me 
for trying to save him”. 

Pc Tedds wants defibrilla¬ 
tors to be available in rural 
locations. The skydive is tak¬ 
ing place at Skydive Tilstock 
in Whitchurch, Shropshire, 
on August 18. Father-of-two 
Pc Tedds is hoping to raise 
at least £1,000. 

To donate text ‘TXOP77 
£5’ to 70070. 



Pc Keith Tedds, who is aiming to raise funds for a defibrillator with a skydive, later on this year 


Salvation 
Army in 
advice bid 

THE Salvation Army has 
launched a debt advice ser¬ 
vice in Oldbury. 

People who are strug¬ 
gling with their finances 
are being invited to discuss 
their situation at The Sal¬ 
vation Army Community 
Church on Merton Close. 

Church leader Lieuten¬ 
ant Lydia Bartlett said: 
“The Salvation Army has 
invested in a new debt 
advice service as we un¬ 
derstand the financial 
pressure on people at the 
moment. 

“According to Christians 
Against Poverty, 8.2 mil¬ 
lion people in the UK are 
experiencing debt. 

“Our community church 
is in the fourth highest 
region for the number 
of families in debt. As a 
church, we are called to re¬ 
spond to that need.” 

Call 0121 552 6901. 

Theo's boost 
for start-up 

OLDBURY small busi¬ 
ness start-up Bigpaws. 
co, creators of a unique 
wall-mounted dog bowl 
holder, has received a 
boost from entrepreneur 
Theo Paphitis. 

Tracy Messer, owner 
of the firm in Broadwell 
Road, was retweeted by 
former TV dragon Theo 
about her business in 
April. 

The retweet was shared 
with Theo’s 500,000 Twit¬ 
ter followers and the busi¬ 
ness has been added to his 
website ShopSBS.co.uk. 



DAVID MANNERS GROUP 


SUPPLYING QUALITY GENUINE, OE & AFTERMARKET 

PARTS & ACCESSORIES 




Join us at our Morris Minor Open Day 

Saturday 20th May 

1PM - 5PM AT THE DAVID MANNERS GROUP, OLDBURY 

Enjoy free Entry, exclusive discount & prizes for the best 
Moggy on the day. There will be refreshments available on 

THE DAY & LIVE MUSIC! SUITABLE FOR ALL CLASSIC CAR ENTHUSIASTS, 

Morris Minor optional! 


parts for Classic Mini | jaguar & Daimler | MG & Triumph | Morris Minor | Mx5 
David Manners ltd | 991 Wolverhampton road | Oldbury | west Midlands | B69 4RJ 




Eyecare Optometrists & Head Office 

The Bank Buildings, 

Langley High Street, Oldbury, West 


Eyecare Optometrists 

503a Coventry Road, 
West Midlands 


Eyecare Optometrists 

488 Bearwood Road, 
Smethwick 



Supporting the 
Guide Dogs 
For The Blind 
Association 


FOOTCARE chiropody service available at our 
Oldbury branch from April 2017 
Upcoming events & special offers 

FOOTCARE-OLDBURY 

Saturday appointments now available 

Call -0121 552 4698 


Supporting the 
Guide Dogs 
For The Blind 
Association 



24 HOUR AIRPORT SERVICE private hire 


P&f 


✓ FULLY COMPUTERISED SYSTEM 

✓ TEXT BACK SERVICE 
>/ WHEELCHAIR ACCESS 

✓ ALL AREAS COVERED 

✓ MINIBUSES AVAILABLE 


TRACK YOUR VEHICLE 
OUR FRIENDLY STAFF 
ARE HERE TO HELP 


BOOK NOW 0121552 7070 


The Card “N” Gift Box 



For all your occassional 
cards and gifts, we also 
now personalise, bespoke 
balloons, mugs and things for 
that truly special suprise. 
The Card “N” Gift Box 


BOUNCE BOX - BOUNCING CASTLES 
AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS 


We are now at 25 Langley High St 

Find us on ( facebook 
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Hill Top • West Bromwich • B70 OSD 


(7 DAY 
CARVERY 


£4.49 Monday - Saturday 
• £6.79 Sunday 

Food served: Mon-Sat 12:00-20:30 
Sundays 12:00-17:30 


FUNCTION 



Sand well 




Market 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Council Car Park, 
Oldbury B69 3DE 
£5 per car £10 per van 

For more information call 
□7471 037138 


When the audience 
screams, it's fantastic 

S tephen Mallatratt’s 

adaptation of Susan Hill’s 
best-selling novel, The 
Woman In Black, has 
terrified more than million 
theatregoers since it first 
opened in the West End. 

Robin Herford’s gripping production is a brilliantly 
successfully study in atmosphere, illusion and controlled 
horror. 

The unanimously acclaimed stage production is 
on the road and will arrive at the Grand Theatre, in 
Wolverhampton, from Monday until May 27. 

The touring cast features David Acton, as Mr Kipps, 
and Matthew Spencer, as The Actor. 

The production’s popularity has reached a global level, 
having toured the United States, South America, Tokyo 
and Singapore. 

In 2012, Susan’s novel The Woman in Black was turned 
into a film starring Daniel Radcliffe, which became the 
highest grossing British horror movie in 20 years. The 
sequel to that, The Woman in Black 2: Angel Of Death, 
came out in 2014. 

It tells the story of a lawyer obsessed with a curse that 
he believes has been cast over him and his family by the 
spectre of a Woman in Black. He engages a young actor 
to help him tell his story and exorcise the fear that grips 
his soul. It begins innocently enough, but as they delve 
further into his darkest memories, they find themselves 
caught up in a world of eerie marshes and moaning 
winds. The borders between make believe and reality 
begin to blur and the flesh begins to creep. 

We caught up with David and Matthew to find out what 
makes them leap out of their skin - and what they love 
about The Woman in Black. 

Do you believe in ghosts? 

Matthew Spencer: “For me, I would say ‘ghosts? No 
way . ..’ but I really like to think they’re real. I don’t like 
being in the stage right wing of the Fortune Theatre, 
where the Woman In Black plays in London. It’s a little bit 
cold . ..” 

What do you think it is about The Woman in Black 
that keeps people returning for second, third or more 
visits? 

David Acton: “There’s certainly the chill factor, which 
people love but there are so many reasons. It’s a brilliant 
play, it’s extraordinary, and probably cleverer than the 
writer Stephen Mallatratt had anticipated. What comes 
out of nothing, an empty theatre arises this beautifully 
written story with a myriad of different characters and 
locations all created by the imagination. It’s a touching 
and moving story with a great sadness about it - there’s 
loss, shrieks and bumps along the way but there are 
laughs and pleasure along the way and the theatricality 
brings all of that together perfectly.” 

Matthew Spencer: “You can see the film and you can 
read the book but this live experience is something you 
won’t get from either of those - there’s something magical 
about the fact that just two people and a few props can 
create the different settings and play all the characters.” 

Having played in the small 450 seat Fortune Theatre 
in London, do you think the dynamic of the play will 
differ when toured to much larger theatres in the 
country? 

Matthew Spencer: “I think each new venue will bring 
something entirely new to the piece, for us as well as 
the audience. The show is very much part of the Fortune 
Theatre now, but taking it out on tour will be interesting to 
see what more space or less space does.” 

David Acton: “I always say for any actor it’s important to 
tour, because if you’ve played big, small, wide, tall, thin, 
deep stages you get a real knowledge for how to work 
different venues.” 

Whereas horror films are very common, horror plays 
are almost unheard of. How difficult is it to recreate 
the horror on stage that can be done rather easily with 
a computer in a film? 

Matthew Spencer: “The play is so well written that a lot 
of the horror comes right from the text. The start of the 
play is quite light, it’s an opportunity for us as actors to 
get the audience on board. By the time we start to build 



up the tension we’ve hopefully all had a bit of fun, we’re 
all on the same side and then you can really start to get 
down to business! It’s so well constructed that I never feel 
a pressure to make anyone scared, that just happens. I 
get excited for, because I know what’s coming, and I find 
that if the audience are laughing loudly at the beginning 
they’re usually screaming loudly half way through!” 

Is it fun for you, seeing the audience react? 

David Acton: “It’s great, the screams are fantastic, 
particularly when we have school groups in! The book 
is on the curriculum so it’s quite often that we’d have a 
school’s matinee and they love to scream and so they 
scream again, look at each other and scream again! 

Matthew Spencer: Equally, it does terrify adults! The 
reactions are all part of it, and help make it what it is and 
we live for those moments. It’s great to see the power of 
live theatre working and having the desired effect.” 

Is there anything in the production that scares you, as 
actors? 

Matthew Spencer: “What scares me more than 
anything is the theme of the play. I know what’s coming 
and when so for me it’s about the loss that the story 
centres around. The first time we ever did a full run- 
through on stage at the Fortune Theatre was rather scary, 
I was genuinely scared with all of the sounds and the 
lights and I think the people who worked on the show 
enjoyed making the most of that. Now we’re settled into it, 
I take enjoyment from the audience reactions!” 


I don’t have 
nightmares but 
some actors have 
had horrible ones 


Do you have any post-show rituals that help you to 
recover from what you’ve just been through? 

Matthew Spencer: “I’ve mentioned that the structure 
of the play helps to make the most of the scary moments 
but in equal parts it helps in a sense that we reach a 
conclusion. It’s a very rounded play, we’ve told the full 
circle - there’s nothing hanging or unfinished so we’re 
quite satisfied when we’re done.” 

David Acton: “I certainly don’t have nightmares but 
I’ve heard stories from past actors who have had horrible 
ones!” 

• The Woman in Black is at Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre from Monday May 22 - 27. Tickets are available 
in person at the Box Office, by calling 01902 42 92 12 or 
online at grandtheatre.co.uk. 


























The Boy in the Striped Pyjamasl 
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Heartbreaking war story 
be told through dance 


The world premiere of Northern Ballet’s The Boy in 
the Striped Pyjamas will take place in Wolverhampton 
this month. 

The touring ballet company is re-imagining John 
Boyne’s best-selling novel in a heart-breaking brand 
new production. 

The first full-length dance adaptation of this world 
famous story, will take place in Wolverhampton at the 
Grand Theatre on May 30 and 31. 

Telling the story of an unlikely friendship blossoming 
through the disturbing events of World War II, The Boy 
in the Striped Pyjamas sees a child’s innocent curiosity 
lead to a devastating conclusion. 

Previously adapted for a 2008 film by Miramax, this 
world-first dance adaptation will be choreographed by 
Northern Ballet’s Artistic Associate Daniel de Andrade. 

It will feature an original score by Oscar-nominated 


composer Gary Yershon, sets and costumes designed 
by Mark Bailey and lighting by Tim Mitchell, with 
Dramatic Coach Patricia Doyle also joining the creative 
team. 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas will be the second 
of an unprecedented three full-length world premieres 
to be held by Northern Ballet in 2017 following the 
World Premiere of Casanova in March 2017 and the 
upcoming World Premiere of The Little Mermaid in 
September 2017. 

Northern Ballet will also present a children’s ballet, 
Goldilocks and The Three Bears on May 31 at 12:30 
and 2:30pm. Tickets cost £11.50 for The Boy in the 
Striped Pyjamas and £8.50 for Goldilocks and The 
Three Bears are now on sale now and can be booked 
in person at the box office, online at grandtheatre. 
co.uk or by calling 01902 42 92 12. 


Thieves 
to steal 


Following the success of 
their almighty self-titled 
debut album, Southend’s 
Nothing But Thieves are 
back on tour as they prepare 
to release their second 
album, Broken Machine, 
later this year. 

The first single from it, a soaring 
rock anthem entitled Amsterdam, 
marks their stunning return, as they 
prepare for an already sold out gig 
at Birmingham’s 02 Institute 2 next 
Friday, May 26. 

The band fronted by singer 
Conor Mason (pictured) in a joint 
statement say of the new single: “It 
was inspired by our love of direct, 
guttural choruses. 


now ready 



a lead 


“It’s like Conor is spitting the 
words in your face. 

“It’s visceral and has momentum 
but also this beautiful moment in 
the middle which feels like a break 
in a sea storm. 

“We didn’t have all the pieces 
before going in to the studio and 
this was one of the tracks that really 
came alive during the recording 
progress. It pretty much demanded 
to be our first song.” 

To say Nothing But Thieves 
have been on an epic journey 
over the past 18 months is an 
understatement. 

The Essex band’s debut album 
has sold over 250,000 and has 
streamed over 174 million tracks 
globally to date. 

The band were chosen to tour 


with Muse - with whom they 
certainly share some musical 
DNA - and have played festivals 
in Europe, the US and even South 
Korea, where they played to more 
than 20,000 people. 

The five-piece spent a big chunk 
of 2016 in America, where their 
album was the best selling debut 
that year from any UK rock band, 
playing shows and performing 
on TV shows as guests of Conan 
O’Brien, James Corden and Jimmy 
Kimmel. 

They will be visiting the Digbeth 
venue as part of their warm up for 
major festival appearances this 
summer and shows to support 
the release of Broken Machine in 
September. 


Gordon as Elvis in 
tribute to the King 

One of the world’s top Elv 
tributes brings his show 
- Gordon Hendricks is 
Elvis - to Stourbridge 
Town Hall next month. 

Stoke-born Gordon was 
propelled into the big 
time by winning the final 
of TV show Stars In Their 
Eyes in 2005. He went on 
to win the 2011 European 
Elvis championship and the 
2014 Collingwood festival in Canada. His show in 
Stourbridge on June 3, with full band, features the 
King’s classics from the ‘50s, 60s and 70s. See 
www.boroughhalls.co.uk or call 01384 812812. 


Your invitation to hear 
The Wedding Singer 

Broadway musical The Wedding Singer, based 
on the 1998 movie that starred Adam Sandler and 
Drew Barrymore, is at Birmingham’s New Alexandra 
Theatre from Tuesday to Saturday, May 23 to 27. 

Set in the 1980s with music to match, it stars Jon 
Robyns (from Memphis and Les Miserables in the 
West End) as a disastrous wedding singer facing 
losing sweet Julia (X Factor’s Cassie Compton) to oily 
Wall Street bad boy Glenn (X Factor’s Ray Quinn). But 
not if Grandma Rosie (Hi-De-Hi’s Ruth Madoc) can 
help it. 

Meanwhile, La Cage Aux Folles continues at 
Birmingham Hippodrome until Saturday, before 
moving to Wolverhampton Grand from June 27 to July 
1, and The Who’s rock opera Tommy gets a revamp at 
Birmingham Rep until May 27. 
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THUR 18/05/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
FRI 19/05/17 
MICHAEL BUBLE TRIBUTE 
SAT 20/05/1 7 
THE TRIP 
SUN 21/05/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


MON 22/05/17 
BENS DISCO & KARAOKE 
TUE 23/05/17 
PREDATORS KARAOKE 
WED 24/05/17 
MR LEE O'SULLIVAN 
THUR 25/05/1 7 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
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DAILY CARVERY 


We also serve 

GREAT M 
STEAK & 1 
GRILL DEALS 


£ 3:45 
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Sunbeach 
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Aisling Franciosi (left) 


Clique 

(BBC1,10.10pm) 

New series. Holly and Georgia 
have been best friends si nee 
the age of 11, so when it came 
time for them to leave home 
and head to university, it was 
obvious they should apply to the 
same academy. As the pair 
enjoy their first couple of weeks 
of freedom, they find 
themselves drawn to an elite 
clique of alpha girls, led by 
lecturer Jude McDermid. 

Drama, starring Synnove 
Karisen, Aisling Franciosi, 
Sorcha Groundsell, Ella-Rae 
Smith, Sophia Brown, Rachel 
Hurd-Wood, Emma Appleton, 
Harris Dickinson, Peter 
Bankole, Louise Brealey, Emun 
Elliott, Chris Fulton, Mark 
Strepan, Jack Bannon, Nadia 
Faccenda, Orla Bayne, Evie 
Brassington, Euan Gilroy and 
Jasmine Main. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen. 

11.30 Mary Berry’s Absolute Favourites. 
(R) 12.00 Football FOCUS. 1.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 1.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

2.15 Escape to the Country. (R) 3.15 
Film: Wreck-lt Ralph. (2012) Animated 
adventure, with the voice of John C 
Reilly. 4.45 Film: Monsters University. 
(2013) Animated comedy prequel, with 
the voices of John Goodman and Billy 
Crystal. 

6.20 BBC News. 

6.30 Regional Programme. 

6.35 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
invite figures from the world of 
musical theatre to take part in the 
unorthodox general knowledge 
quiz, in which contestants must 
guess the least likely correct 
answers given to questions posed 
to members of the public. Lyricists 
Tim Rice and Don Black join 
forces, while Flow Do You Solve a 
Problem Like Maria winner Connie 
Fisher teams up with her former 
rival Siobhan Dillon. Former 
Chicago star Claire Sweeney pairs 
with comedy actor and one-time 
Wicked star Nigel Planer, and Cory 
English, the American actor who 
recently starred in a UK tour of The 
producers, collaborates with 
comedian and Spamalot star Phill 
Jupitus. 

7.25 Doctor Who. The Doctor receives 
an unexpected appeal for help 
from the Vatican when the 
translation of an ancient tome said 
to cause anyone who reads it to 
die leaks onto the internet. 

8.15 Who Dares Wins. Nick Knowles 
challenges two pairs of complete 
strangers to team up, and battle it 
out to list as much as they know 
about a given subject. 

9.00 Casualty. Hugo runs away when 
he find out his father Jim is 
planning to take him back, and Lily 
returns to work, but fails to notice 
tell-tale track-marks on her first 
patient’s arm. 

9.50 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.10 Clique. New series. Two best 
friends are drawn into an elite 
clique of alpha girls led by lecturer 
Jude McDermid in their first few 
weeks at university. 

10.55Clique. 

11.40 Film: Insomnia. (2002) 

1.35 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.40 
BBC News. 


6.20 Film: The Charge of the Light 
Brigade. (1936) 8.10 Film: Kismet. 
(1955) 10.00 Flomes Underthe Flammer. 
(R) 11.00 Monty Flails’ Great Hebridean 
Escape. (R) 12.00 Great British Menu. 

(R) 12.30 Great British Menu. (R) 1.00 
Hitchcock’s Leading Actors: Talking 
Pictures. (R) 1.30 Film: North By 
Northwest. (1959) Hitchcock thriller, 
starring Cary Grant. 3.45 Flog It! (R) 

4.10 Trust Me, I’m a Vet. (R) 5.10 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 

6.10 Natural World. Exploring efforts 
by conservationists and scientists 
to protect wildlife including turtles, 
dolphins and monk seals in 
Hawaii’s surf zone, as its marine 
animals face a growing threat from 
washed-up plastic. This comes on 
top of creatures having to cope 
with an increasing number of 
visitors to beaches. With a 
contribution by Hawaii-born 
musician Jack Johnson. (R) 

7.00 Mexico: Earth’s Festival of Life. 
Exploring the wildlife, landscape 
and culture in three distinct areas 
of the country. (R) 

8.00 Yorkshire Wolds Way with Paul 
Rose. Part two of two. Adventurer 
Paul Rose concludes his 
exploration of the 79-mile 
Yorkshire Wolds Way, taking to the 
skies to get a unique view of its 
stretch of chalk downland. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Captain Mainwaring 
organises a dance in an attempt to 
boost platoon morale, but Pike 
interrupts proceedings to make an 
important announcement 
regarding his girlfriend Violet. (R) 
9.00 Film: Philomena. (2013) A 
teenager in 1950s Ireland 
becomes pregnant, and is sent 
to a home for “fallen women”, 
while her baby is forcibly taken 
from her and sent to America to be 
adopted. Fifty years later, she 
meets a disillusioned political 
journalist who helps to reunite her 
with her son. Fact-based drama, 
starring Judi Dench and Steve 
Coogan. 

10.35 Ql XL. An extended edition, in 
which question-master Stephen 
Fry probes the subject of Messing 
with Your Mind, with Sarah 
Millican, Tommy Tiernan, Josh 
Widdicombe and Alan Davies. 

11.20 Versailles. King Louis XIV’s 
continued insomnia makes him 
increasingly volatile. (R) 

12.20 Film: Cabaret. (1972) 2.20 This Is 
BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Sooty. 
(R) 6.35 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 6.40 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Marvel 
Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.55 NinjaGo: 
Masters of Spinjitzu. (R) 8.25 ITV News. 

8.30 Weekend. 9.25 The Home Game. 

(R) 10.20 Judge Rinder. (R) 11.15 
Tipping Point. (R) 12.20 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.25 Bigheads. (R) 1.30 ITV 
Racing: Live from Newbury. Ed 
Chamberlin presents coverage of four 
races from Newbury. 4.00 Paul O’Grady: 
For the Love of Dogs. (R) 4.30 
Catchphrase. (R) 5.15 Britain’s Got More 
Talent. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.25 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Take Me Out. A fitness instructor, 
a pianist, a research executive and 
a construction worker submit 
themselves for approval. 

8.00 Britain’s Got Talent. The audition 
stage of the nationwide talent 
contest draws to a close this 
weekend, as Ant and Dec invite 
one final batch of auditionees to 
show off their unique abilities to 
judges Simon Cowell, David 
Walliams, Amanda Holden and 
Alesha Dixon. Next week will see 
the beginning of the live shows, in 
which the panel begins the 
process of whittling down the 
number of would-be stars they 
have previously thrown their 
weight behind throughout the 
audition process. The Golden 
Buzzer went unpressed on 
Saturday 6th May, which means 
David Walliams and Ant and Dec 
may still have to right to send an 
act straight through to the semi¬ 
final, but will any of this evening’s 
performers catch their eye? 

9.20 The Keith and Paddy Picture 
Show. Michelle Keegan, Ant and 
Dec, Phillip Schofield and David 
Dickinson help Keith Lemon and 
Paddy McGuinness remake the 
last film of the original Star Wars 
trilogy, Return of the Jedi. 

9.50 Film: Total Recall. (1990) Sci-fi 
thriller, starring Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 

10.50 ITV News; Weather. 

11.05Film: Total Recall. (1990) 

Concluded. 

12.20 Jackpot247.3.00 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.15 Motor Sport: Mini Challenge. 6.45 
Mobil 1 The Grid. 7.10 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.05 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Frasier. (R) 10.00 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 10.55 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 11.25 The Simpsons. (R) 11.55 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.30 The Simpsons. (R) 

I. 00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 1.30 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 2.00 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 2.30 Come Dine with Me. (R) 
3.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 3.35 A 
Place in the Sun: Summer Sun. (R) 4.35 
Big House, Little House. 5.40 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The Restoration Man. George 
Clarke meets a man in 
Northumberland who bought a 
Victorian railway station, with the 
intention of converting it into a 
family home. He has managed to 
keep his budget down by doing all 
the building work single-handed at 
weekends, but the project has 
been threatened by planning 
restrictions. George also looks into 
the history of the station, and finds 
out why it never fulfilled its 
potential as part of the area’s rail 
network. (R) 

8.00 Walks with My Dog. Bill Bailey 
returns to his West Country roots 
for a walk on Exmoor with his dog 
Louie, while Newsnight presenter 
Kirsty Wark takes in the tranquility 
of the Isle of Arran. Plus, Julian 
Clary and his Jack Russell visit the 
South Downs. Previously seen on 
More4. 

9.00 Film: The Heat. (2013) An 
uptight, ambitious FBI agent is 
sent to Boston to bring a notorious 
drug kingpin to justice. She ends 
up forced to team up with a 
rebellious, foul-mouthed local 
police detective who has a very 
different attitude to law 
enforcement but shares her 
inability to work with others. 

Action comedy, starring Sandra 
Bullock and Melissa McCarthy. 

II. 25 Film: Bullet to the Head. (2012) A 

hitman and a police detective join 
forces to seek revenge on the man 
who murdered both their partners. 
Action thriller, with Sylvester 
Stallone. 

1.05 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 1.50 Hollyoaks. (R) 3.55 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 4.50 Shipping 
Wars UK. (R) 5.15 Fifteen to One. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.50 Ben and Holly’s 
Little Kingdom. (R) 10.00 The Fairly 
OddParents. (R) 10.35 The Gadget 
Show. (R) 11.30 Police Interceptors. (R) 

12.30 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.30 
Police Interceptors. (R) 2.30 FIA Formula 
E Live: 2017 Paris ePrix. The Paris ePrix. 

4.15 The Nightmare Neighbour Next 
Door. (R) 5.15 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It 
Away. (R) 

6.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

The officers try to recover £13,000 
owed by a high-performance car 
dealer in Birmingham, and in 
Wolverhampton the agents chase 
nearly £2,000 owed to a car hire 
company. Elsewhere, officers visit 
a family in Kent to try to collect 
more than £5,000, but an 
emotional backstory means they 
are forced to make a sensitive 
decision. (R) 

7.10 NCIS: Los Angeles. Kensi and 
Deeks go undercover as a married 
couple in a quiet suburb as part of 
an investigation into a Russian 
sleeper cell. 

8.00 NCIS. A 14-year-old boy manages 
to foil a home invasion, but when 
Gibbs is called in to investigate, he 
suspects the teenager may be 
withholding crucial information. 

As the case makes progress, 

Gibbs turns his attention to 
helping the boy’s mother, the wife 
of a naval officer, and his efforts 
result in an invitation to the White 
House to meet the First Lady 
(Michelle Obama, guest starring as 
herself). Meanwhile, Director 
Vance and FBI Agent Fornell travel 
to London as part of the ongoing 
case involving the escaped British 
spies. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Most Shocking Celebrity 

Moments of the 80s. The most 
infamous TV moments of the 
1980s, including the disastrous 
Brit awards hosted by Samantha 
Fox and Mick Fleetwood, Simon Le 
Bon’s nautical misadventures and 
the concert where Ozzy Osbourne 
famously bit the head off a bat. 
With contributions from Anthea 
Turner, Linda Lusardi, Rick 
Wakeman, Jennie Bond, Nathan 
Moore, Su Pollard and Paul 
Burrell. (R) 

11.50 Football on 5: The Playoffs. 

Bradford City vMillwall. 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.05 Film: The New 
Daughter. (2009) 4.50 House Doctor. (R) 

5.15 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Saints and Sinners: Britain’s 
Millennium of Monasteries 8.00 Masters 
of the Pacific Coast: The Tribes of The 
American Northwest 9.00 Hinterland 
10.30 Top of the Pops: 198311.35 Easy 
Listening Hits at the BBC 12.40 Glen 
Campbell: The Rhinestone Cowboy 1.40 
An Evening with Glen Campbell 3.00 Easy 
Listening Hits at the BBC 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

11.05 Britain’s Got Talent 12.25 Britain’s 
Got More Talent 1.30 Take Me Out 2.45 
Take Me Out-The Gossip 3.45 You’ve 
Been Framed! Gold 4.15 Film: Mr Bean’s 
Holiday (2007) 5.15 FYI Daily 5.20 Film: 
Mr Bean’s Holiday (2007) 6.05 Film: 

Step Up (2006) 7.05 FYI Daily 7.10 Film: 
Step Up (2006) 8.15 Scorpion 9.20 
Britain’s Got More Talent 10.20 Celebrity 
Juice 11.20 Family Guy 12.45 American 
Dad! 1.45 Through the Keyhole 2.35 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records 
3.00 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

11.55 Film: Carry On Henry (1971) 1.00 
FYI Daily 1.05 Film: Carry On Henry 

(1971) 1.45 A Touch of Frost 3.55 Lewis 

5.55 Rosemary & Thyme 7.00 Midsomer 
Murders 9.00 Foyle’s War 11.05 Law & 
Order: UK 2.05 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.00 The Classic Car Show 11.55 The 
Car Chasers 12.55 Counting Cars 1.50 
Storage Wars 2.50 Film: Apache (1954) 
3.50 FYI Daily 3.55 Film: Apache (1954) 

4.35 Film: The Horse Soldiers (1959) 

5.35 FYI Daily 5.40 Film: The Horse 
Soldiers (1959) 7.00 The Sweeney 8.05 
Better Late Than Never 9.00 Film: Navy 
Seals (1990) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: 
Navy Seals (1990) 11.20 Film: From 
Dusk Till Dawn (1996) 12.20 FYI Daily 

12.25 Film: From DuskTill Dawn (1996) 

1.25 Quincy ME 2.25 Tommy Cooper 

2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

2.20 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 2.30 The 
Goldbergs 5.00 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Film: Limitless (2011)11.05 
Gogglebox 1.15 Rude Tube 2.15 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 3.05 How I Met Your 
Mother 3.50 Charmed 
Film4 

11.00 The Quick Gun (1964) 1.00 Just 
Wright (2010) 3.05 Spy Kids 4: All the 
Time in the World (2011) 4.45 The Four 
Musketeers (1974) 6.55 One Day (2011) 
9.00 Non-Stop (2014) 11.05 Ouija 
(2014) 12.50 The Breakfast Club (1985) 
2.55 Close 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 



Friendly advise 
from a family run 
business with 35 
years experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building 
work, plastering 
and tiling 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 


0121 505 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 




Only 

TURKISH 

GRILL 

in Tipton 







OPEN!! 


WE DELIVER (3 Mile Radius) 

or Call & Collect 

Come and experience an authentic 
taste of Turkey in Tipton! 


Call 0121 679 2649 Now! 

80-81 Owen Street, Tipton DY4 8EX 





Doors & Windows Ltd 
Kfgji01902 842706 / 07759 536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
Ema il: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


EDWARDIAN 

CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 

Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 

French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 



HALF PRICE 



SUBSCRIPTION 

OFFER 

JUST £2.00 PER 
MONTH (INC. P&P) 


To subscribe call our free 
customer care hotline on 
0800 146 540 

Overseas 12-month gift subscriptions are available from: 
Europe £73.56, 

rest of the world £110.76 (Includes P&P, 

Direct Debit or Pre-payment) 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

MAGAZINE 

























































The Trial: A Murder in the 
Family 

(Channel 4,9pm) 

New series. Drama¬ 
documentary in which a 
fictional murder case is tried in 
a real court, with Michael Gould 
playing defendant Simon Davis 
in front of a real judge, jury, QCs 
and expert witnesses. The first 
episode sees police officers 
and eye witnesses called on to 
give testimony and build up a 
picture of the day the victim was 
strangled to death in her own 
home. Continues tomorrow. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 11.00 
Regional Programme. 12.15 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Money for Nothing. (R) 2.00 Escape to 
the Country. (R) 3.00 Shop Well for 
Less? (R) 4.00 Lifeline. 4.10 Points of 
View. 4.25 Songs of Praise. 5.00 RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show 2017. 

6.00 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. Matt Baker explores 
the rise and fall of the orchards in 
the Clyde Valley. Ellie Harrison 
explores some of Scotland’s oldest 
forests and meets an urban 
beekeeper, and Sean Fletcher visits 
a traditional mill using machinery 
that is centuries old. Adam Henson 
and Charlotte Smith visit an 
agricultural project in Newport 
Pagnell and Tom Heap reports on 
the problem of microplastics in the 
ocean. 

7.30 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents a second show from 
Ightham Mote near Sevenoaks, 
where finds include a gold ring 
containing a lock of Lord Byron’s 
hair, a collection of postcards from 
1916 that reveal how a British 
PoW sent messages to his family, 
and a pair of Chinese paintings 
that make a big impression on 
specialist David Battie. 

8.30 Inspector George Gently. The first 
of two final cases for the detective, 
played by Martin Shaw. On the 
brink of retirement, Gently re¬ 
opens the case of a woman 
convicted of killing her husband, 
hoping to uncover a long-buried 
miscarriage of justice. However, 
the investigation places Gently’s 
career on the line and stirs up 
tension with Bacchus, who worked 
on the original investigation. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the final day 
of the Premier League season, 
with matches including Hull City v 
Tottenham Hotspur and Swansea 
City v West Bromwich Albion. 

12.15 Murder in Successville. Professor 
Green helps Dl Sleet with a particularly 
unusual case as Successville’s resident 
superhero the Rattman battles his arch¬ 
enemy the Termite - whose identity is a 
mystery. 12.45 The Women’s Football 
Show. 1.20 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
1.25 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.05 A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 6.50 
The Instant Gardener. (R) 7.35 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.35 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 9.05 Countryfile. 

(R) 10.00 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 
11.30 Great British Menu. (R) 12.00 
Great British Menu. (R) 12.30 Great 
British Menu. (R) 1.00 NW200 
Highlights. 2.00 Film: None But the 
Brave. (1965) Second World War 
adventure, starring Frank Sinatra. 3.45 
Galapagos - Islands of Change: Natural 
World. (R) 4.30 Final Score. 5.30 Flog It! 
(R) 

6.00 Inside the Factory: How Our 
Favourite Foods Are Made. The 

exploration of three household 
staples continues as Gregg 
Wallace goes inside a chocolate 
factory in York, which produces a 
staggering seven million bars 
every day. He follows the 24-hour 
journey from bean to bar and 
meets the people who work round 
the clock. Cherry Healey helps out 
on a production line in Derbyshire, 
where chocolate boxes are still 
made by hand, and historian Ruth 
Goodman delves through the 
archives to find out what it was like 
working in factories before 
machines took over. (R) 

7.00 Dragons’ Den. Evan Davis 
presents the business ideas 
contest, with the panel considering 
the potential of plans for miniature 
pencils, giant beanbags and boot¬ 
cleaning machines. (R) 

8.00 Mexico: Earth’s Festival of Life. 
The deserts of Mexico’s northern 
region, home to animals like 
prairie dogs, pygmy owls and 
aplomado falcons that have 
adapted to thrive in these arid 
conditions. Last in the series. 

9.00 Dara and Ed’s Road to Mandalay. 
Dara O Briain and Ed Byrne arrive 
in Myanmar, where they take part 
in a Buddhist festival and have 
their fortunes read before finally 
reaching Mandalay. Last in the 
series. 

10.00 Film: The Homesman. (2014) 
Premiere. A frontier woman 
persuades an outlaw to help her 
lead three traumatised women 
across the wilderness. Western, 
directed by and starring Tommy 
Lee Jones, with Hilary Swank. 

11.55 Film: Love Is All You Need. 

(2012) Romantic drama, with 
Pierce Brosnan and Trine Dyrholm. 
1.45 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 2.45 
Holby City. (R) 3.45 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Sooty. 
(R) 6.35 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 6.40 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Marvel 
Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.55 Ben 10. 
8.10 Ben 10. 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 
Weekend. 9.25 Countrywise. (R) 10.00 
Peston on Sunday. 11.00 Judge Rinder. 
(R) 12.00 ITV News; Weather. 12.05 
Tipping Point. (R) 1.05 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 2.05 The Chase. (R) 3.05 
Britain’s Got Talent. (R) 4.20 Film: The 
Man with the Golden Gun. (1974) James 
Bond adventure, starring Roger Moore 
and Christopher Lee. 

6.40 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Bigheads. Jason Manford hosts 
the comedy game show in which 
contestants compete in a series of 
bizarre physical challenges while 
wearing giant model heads of 
Donald Trump, Theresa May, and 
David and Victoria Beckham. They 
must dodge past giant bouncers to 
get into a nightclub, fight over 
microphones to record a single, 
and get away before the paparazzi 
see them. With commentary from 
Jenny Powell and Kriss Akabusi. 
8.00 The Durrells. Hugh organises a 
cricket match between Greek and 
English teams to bring everyone 
together. Countess Mavrodaki 
offers to umpire - but warns 
Margo that contests between the 
two nations are never friendly. 
Spiro advises Louisa that she has 
terrible taste in men, while Larry 
finds that Vasilia wants their 
relationship to progress faster 
than expected. 

9.00 Grantchester. Sidney joins a 
travellers’ community as he 
struggles to put his past life in 
Grantchester behind him, but finds 
himself accused of murder and in 
need of Geordie’s help. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston. Allegra Stratton presents a 
guide to the latest issues on social 
media. (R) 

11.20 Premiership Rugby Union. Mark 
Durden-Smith and David Flatman 
present highlights of the semi¬ 
finals. 

12.15 Lethal Weapon. (R) 1.00 
Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 Motor Sport: Caterham. 6.40 
European Taekwondo Championships. 
7.35 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Eat the Week. 

1.30 The Simpsons. (R) 2.00 Film: Dr 
Dolittle 2. (2001) Comedy sequel, 
starring Eddie Murphy. 3.50 Film: Robin 
Hood. (1973) Disney animation, with the 
voices of Terry-Thomas and Peter 
Ustinov. 5.30 George Clarke’s Old House, 
New Home. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Flat Pack Mansions. 

Documentary following people 
who are building huge luxury 
houses out of prefabricated 
materials on a tight schedule, with 
the homes designed to be 
environmentally efficient. Pizza 
restaurant entrepreneurs Richard 
and Nikki Cooper plan to build a 
5000-square foot home in just 
four days, David and Lesley 
Lennox rush to complete their 
build before their daughter’s 
wedding, and Paul Cook is 
constructing his dream house on a 
cliff top. 

8.00 Cabins in the Wild with Dick 
Strawbridge. New series. Eight 
teams transform cabins across 
Wales into luxury tourist 
accommodation, which together 
will form a pop-up hotel that can 
be moved around the country. 

9.00 The Trial: A Murder in the 
Family. New series. Drama¬ 
documentary in which a fictional 
murder case is tried in a real court, 
with Michael Gould playing the 
defendant in front of a real judge, 
jury and QCs. Continues 
tomorrow. 

10.05Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.00 Film: Bad Teacher. (2011) A 
cynical, hard-drinking teacher 
hopes to seduce a wealthy 
substitute, making an enemy of a 
squeaky-clean colleague in the 
process. Comedy, with Cameron 
Diaz and Justin Timberlake. 

12.50 Millionaires’ Mansions: Designing 
Britain’s Most Exclusive Homes. (R) 1.45 
The Last Leg. (R) 2.40 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 3.35 Selling 
Houses with Amanda Lamb. 4.30 
Jamie’s Comfort Food Bites. (R) 4.40 
KOTV Boxing Weekly. 5.05 Gillette World 
Sport. 5.35 Mobil 1 The Grid. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Milkshake! Monkey. 
6.05 Mr Men. 6.15 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.20 
Peppa Pig. (R) 6.25 Wissper. (R) 6.35 
Paw Patrol. (R) 6.45 Bob the Builder. (R) 
7.00 Fireman Sam. (R) 7.10 Oily the 
Little White Van. (R) 7.15 Oily the Little 
White Van. (R) 7.20 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.35 
Blaze and the Monster Machines. (R) 
8.00 Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 8.15 
Wissper. (R) 8.30 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 8.45 Shimmer and Shine. 
(R) 9.05 Little Princess. (R) 9.25 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 9.30 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.40 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.55 The 
Fairly OddParents. (R) 10.30 Dogs Make 
You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 10.55 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 11.55 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.55 Film: Fletch 
Lives. (1989) 2.45 Film: Willow. (1988) 
Fantasy adventure, starring Warwick 
Davis. 5.10 Film: Labyrinth. (1986) 
Fantasy adventure, starring Jennifer 
Connelly and David Bowie. 

7.05 Film: Walking on Sunshine. 

(2014) Premiere. A woman has a 
whirlwind romance in Italy and 
decides to get married. Her sister 
flies out to attend the wedding, but 
is shocked to discover that the 
groom is the man she loved and 
lost on a previous holiday. Musical 
comedy featuring a soundtrack of 
1980s pop songs, starring Hannah 
Arterton and Greg Wise. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Greatest 80s Movies. Ronni 
Ancona narrates a countdown of 
viewers’ favourite films from the 
decade, including ET, Top Gun, 
Ghostbusters, Beverly Hills Cop 
and Ferris Bueller’s Day Off. 
Christopher Lloyd chats about 
playing Doc Brown in the Back to 
the Future franchise, Breakfast 
Club star Judd Nelson reveals 
what life was really like in the Brat 
Pack and Corey Feldman recalls 
the first time he saw the pirate ship 
on the set of The Goonies. Zach 
Galligan shares the secrets of how 
the mogwai were brought to life in 
Gremlins and Paul Hogan talks 
about the success of Crocodile 
Dundee. (R) 

11.55 Film: Highlander. (1986) 

Immortal warriors must fight each 
other in duels to the death through 
the centuries, until only one 
survives. Fantasy action 
adventure, with Christopher 
Lambert and Sean Connery. 

2.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Top 20 Funniest. 
(R) 4.00 Criminals: Caught on Camera. 
(R) 4.50 House Doctor. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Birth of British Music 8.00 
Timeshift: The Last Days of Steam 9.00 
Tutankhamun: The Truth Uncovered 
10.00 Arena: American Epic 11.00 
Country at the BBC 12.00 The Secret 
Horse: Quest for the True Appaloosa 1.00 
Burma, My Father and the Forgotten 
Army 2.00 Horizon: Man on Mars - 
Mission to the Red Planet 3.00 
Tutankhamun: The Truth Uncovered 4.00 
Close 
ITV2 

11.45 Take Me Out 1.00 Film: A 

Cinderella Story (2004) 2.00 FYI Daily 
2.05 Film: A Cinderella Story (2004) 

3.05 Film: Space Chimps (2008) 4.05 
FYI Daily 4.10 Film: Space Chimps 
(2008) 4.40 Britain’s Got Talent 5.55 
Britain’s Got More Talent 6.55 Film: Red 
Riding Hood (2011) 7.55 FYI Daily 8.00 
Film: Red Riding Hood (2011) 9.00 Take 
Me Out-The Gossip 10.00 Family Guy 
11.30 American Dad! 12.25 The 
Cleveland Show 1.25 Through the 
Keyhole 2.15 Alesha Dixon: The Hot Desk 
2.25 Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 
Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.50 Film: Columbo: The Greenhouse 
Jungle (1972) 1.20 A Touch of Frost 3.40 
Foyle’s War 5.55 Midsomer Murders 
8.00 Royal Stories 9.00 The Queen’s 
Garden 10.00 Law & Order: UK 12.05 
Wire in the Blood 3.20 May the Best 
House Win 5.05 In Loving Memory 
ITV4 

11.15 Live British Touring Car 
Championship. 6.00 Storage Wars 6.55 
Fishing Impossible 8.00 Premiership 
Rugby Union 9.00 Heroes and Villains: 
Caught on Camera 10.00 Film: Driven to 
Kill (2009) 11.00 FYI Daily 11.05 Film: 
Driven to Kill (2009) 12.05 River 
Monsters 1.05 Minder 2.05 Fifth Gear 
3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.35 The Goldbergs 1.30 Black-ish 2.00 
Baby Daddy 2.30 Kevin Can Wait 3.00 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 3.25 The Big Bang 
Theory 6.45 Film: The Three Musketeers 
(2011) 9.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
10.00 Rude Tube 11.00 8 Out of 10 Cats 
11.50 Tattoo Fixers on Holiday 2.00 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 2.45 Rude 
Tube 3.10 New Girl 3.30 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 Guadalcanal Diary (1943) 1.00 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid (2010) 2.50 Time 
Bandits (1981) 5.05 Johnny English 
(2003) 6.45 Shallow Hal (2001) 9.00 The 
Gunman (2015) 11.15 Rush (2013) 1.35 
Love & Other Drugs (2010) 3.50 Close 



ALAN WARWICK BUTCHERS 
MEGA MEAT SALE 


30 DAY 
MATURED 


2 KILO ^ 
FRESH 
CHICKEN 
DIETS TUB 


5 KILO ^ 
FRESH 
CHICKEN 
IUET TUBS 


ROASTING BEEF) 


SIDE) 


£2,7 


MINCED 


^ FRESH 
CHICKEN 


£4.99 


BUYONE ^ 
GET ONE FREE 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Django Unchained, Channel 5,10pm 

A slave named Django is tracked down by eccentric 
German bounty hunter Dr King Schultz, who offers 
him his freedom in exchange for help bringing three 
criminals to justice. The unlikely allies continue their 
partnership after the job is done, and fight to rescue 
Django’s wife from a sadistic plantation owner. 

Quentin Tarantino’s Oscar-winning Western, starring 
Jamie Foxx and Christoph Waltz. (2012) 

TUESDAY 

Perfect Seduction, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Despite having left his girlfriend behind in New York 
City for a promotion in Portland, Brandon hopes that 
they can make things work long-distance. But his new 
co-worker Simone has other ideas and she 
impersonates both Brandon and his absent girlfriend 
in order to end their relationship. Thriller, starring 
Adrienne Frantz, Jon Cor and Ashley Leggat. (2015) 



WEDNESDAY 

Whiteout, Channel 4,1.50am 

A troubled US marshal stationed in Antarctica 
investigates the first-ever murder committed on the 
continent. As she pursues the killer across the ice, 
she uncovers the dark secret behind a Soviet plane 
crash 50 years earlier - but the harsh conditions 
could kill her before the murderer does. Thriller, 
starring Kate Beckinsale. (2009) 

THURSDAY 

Guilty at 17, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A teenager believes her friend when she lies about 
being sexually harassed by a teacher, and falsely 
claims to have witnessed an incident. When the 
accused teacher commits suicide, she is consumed 
with guilt and begins to suspect she has been 
deceived. Crime drama, starring Erin Sanders. (2014) 

FRIDAY 

She’s Out of My League, BBC1,11.25pm 

Distinctly average Kirk cannot believe his luck when 
he lands a date with the beautiful Molly. The pair 
embark on a relationship but Kirk’s insecurities lead 
him to question whether they belong together. 
Romantic comedy, starring Jay Baruchel. (2010) 


Series hopes that it won’t 
prove to be a tough sell 


I f you haven’t seen the trailers for 
this new sitcom starring former 
Inbetweeners James Buckley 
and Joe Thomas, it may come as a 
surprise to learn that the ‘white gold’ 
of the title refers to the PVC on 
double-glazed windows. But it’s an 
idea that the show’s creator, writer 
and director Damon Beesley is very 
familiar with. 

Beesley, who along with Ian 
Morris came up with The 
Inbetweeners, explains: “White 
Gold has lived in my head for thirty 
years. Ever since I heard my father 
describe the UPVC plastic which 
framed the double-glazed windows 
he sold as being ‘as valuable, gram 
for gram as gold’ I was captivated. 

“My dad was a double-glazing 
salesman in the early days of the 
industry, before double glazing 
salesman became the national 
pariahs that we all know and loathe. 
But back then, in the early 80s, 
white plastic windows were a status 
symbol of upward mobility.” 

And it’s that era that provides the 
backdrop for this show, as it takes us 
back to the Essex of 1983. Beesley 


sets the scene, saying: “While the 
miners’ strikes, picket-line riots and 
police brutality defined the story of 
the working classes across the land, 
in the South East business was 
booming. Under Thatcher’s Tory 
government, the national stock of 
council housing was effectively put 
up for sale with the introduction of 
the right to buy scheme. 

“And so a revolution of 
homeownership was born, and in 
this brave new world of 
individualism there was no better 
way to show the neighbours that 
you owned the house you lived in 
than getting shiny new double 
glazed windows fitted.” 

Of course, he also had a personal 
connection to this world. “As a kid, I 
remember visiting the showrooms 
that my dad worked in and being 
fascinated by the charismatic, brash 
and well-groomed young men that 
sat around all day laughing, 
smoking Rothman’s cigarettes, 
drinking tea, and occasionally 
selling to customers. 

“As a grown-up writer, there was 
something about these characters 


that stuck with me. These working- 
class men, with the gift of the gab 
and a hunger to succeed felt like a 
great way into the early 80s that 
maybe hadn’t been explored 
before.” 

In White Gold, we’re introduced to 
Vincent Swan (Ed Westwick), 
double glazing salesman 
extraordinaire. He’s handsome, 
confident and prepared to do 
whatever it takes to get a sale. 

His team at Cachet Windows also 
includes Fitzpatrick (Buckley), who 
can charm people out of their life 
savings, and Lavender (Thomas), 
whose politeness and moral 
compass tend to be a hindrance 
when it comes to securing a sale. 

In the first episode, Fitzpatrick 
becomes the subject of a bet as he 
tries to pull the ultimate salesman’s 
con - selling new windows to 
someone who’s recently shelled out 
for the exact same product. 
Meanwhile, Vincent has his own 
challenge to deal with as he 
attempts to convince an old 
colleague to join him in the double- 
glazing business. 



Ed Westwick stars in White Gold, Wednesday, BBC2,10pm 



MONDAY 

Prince Philip: 70 Years of Service 
ITV, 9pm 

It was recently announced that Prince Philip is to 
step down from public duties - and given that he’s 
95, it would be hard to grudge him his retirement. In 
this documentary, Alan Titchmarsh looks back at the 
Duke of Edinburgh’s 70 years in the spotlight, which 
saw him go from a naval officer to the longest- 
serving royal consort in British history. Titchmarsh 
has interviewed Prince Philip on several occasions, 
and he shares his insights into the man credited 
with helping to modernise the royal family. He also 
hears from some of those closest to him and gets a 
chance to see the Duke eoff-duty’ at the recent 
Royal Windsor Horse Show, and the programme 
asks what his decision will mean for the monarchy. 

TUESDAY 
Broken 
BBC1,9pm 

Sean Bean has been fortunate to work with 
screenwriter Jimmy McGovern already on drama 
anthology Accused, which scored him a BAFTA 
nomination. And the pair have joined forces again 
for this new landmark drama, which follows Fr 
Michael Kerrigan (Bean), the modern, maverick and 
reassuringly flawed parish priest in an impoverished 


working-class community. Over six episodes, we 
will see Fr Kerrigan trying to make a difference in 
his parishioners’ lives, while struggling coming to 
terms with his own troubled past and testing 
vocation.Tonight, Fr Michael meets Christina 
Fitzsimmons (Anna Friel), a mother of three who 
works at the local betting shop. When her 
attendance in Church sparks an unfortunate 
chain of events, she is left with no way to feed 
her children and comes up with a desperate 
plan. Will she go through with it, or can Fr 
Michael offer the family a lifeline? 

WEDNESDAY 
The Met: Policing London 
BBC1, 9pm 

New series. Documentary following officers 
from Britain’s biggest and busiest police 
force as they deal with life, death, crime 
and its victims across London. In the 
first episode, police constables 
Laura Walker and Oz Bhatti 
patrol the streets of Westminster, 
but are later called upon as back 
up when an impromptu summer 
party in Hyde Park descends 
into chaos. Meanwhile in 
Stratford, East London, Sergeant 


Vicky Kneale responds to concerns from local 
residents about the borough’s prostitution problem. 

THURSDAY 


her home to sort out a rat infestation, but stays for a 
torrid one-night stand. Paula is then drawn into his 
murky world, and suddenly, she can’t escape from 
him - and his actions have an impact on her job, 
family and friends. But how far will she go to get 
James out of her life? 

FRIDAY 

Count Arthur Strong 
BBC1,8.30pm 

This sitcom only seems to crop up at two yearly 
intervals - the previous series were broadcast in 
2013 and 2015 - so it’s easy for viewers to forget 
just how entertaining Steve Delaney’s alter ego can 
be. Still, last week’s opening episode served as a 
welcome reminder of the out-of-work actor and 
showbiz legend (in his own mind least) Count 
Arthur Strong’s charms, and there are more laughs 
this week as John the Watch’s former criminal 
associates start taking an interest in Bulent’s cafe. 
But which of the breakfast options will they prefer? 

Lethal Weapon 
ITV, 9pm 

While investigating a series of violent crimes 
connected to a church, Riggs faces a moral 
dilemma of his own when the first anniversary of 
Miranda’s death sends him to a new low. 


' 

' \ 




Paula 

BBC2, 9pm 

According to the old proverb, revenge 
is a dish best served cold. Try telling 
that to the title character of this new, 
three-part drama, which is the first 
project for acclaimed Olivier 
and Tony award-winning 
playwright Conor McPherson. 
There is nothing cold here - 
calculating, yes, but it’s all 
done with fire and passion. 
Paula is a Dublin-based 
science teacher. She’s 
respected by her 
colleagues and 
pupils, but her life is 
about to spiral 
dangerously out of 
control when she 

I meets James, a 
decidedly dodgy 
wheeler dealer. 

I He arrives at 



Paula, Thursday, BBC2, 9pm 


USE YOUR LOFT! 

Bison 4 

Loft Ladders \, 


s ^r 

£299 


Safety C 
handrail « A 
Unique ^ 
to Bison ^ H 

Vi 


m 


f 0ver> 

(10,000 

Vnsta/lations J 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 

V carpets and wooden floors. 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJrstairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS 
WILL NOT COST THE EARTH... 


Direct manufacturers of quality 
UPVC Windows, Doors & Patios 


5 WINDOWS FOR £775 

FULLY GLAZED 


mMt. 












2ft x 5ft 
£98 

3ft x 5ft 

£121 

4ft x 5ft 

£141 

4ft x 5ft 
£174 

3ft x 6ft 

£141 



Choice 
of any 10 
different 
style doors 
from only 
£250 



ID VANCE WINDOW 

systems Ltd 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699 A Rated Windows 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 


GbUIUGHES LTD & 
SERVICE GEIUTRE 

^ AS FROM 22ND MAY WE ^ 

WILL BE MOVING TO VOLKES . 

★ AUTOS, 63A GREAT BRIDGE ^ 
^ STREET, B70 ODA. * ^ 


w i i ill i, uru uurv. ^ 

★ CLUTCHES ★ GEAR BOXES ★ SERVICING 

★ NOW STOCKING PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

★ MOTS ★ RECOVERY ★ EXHAUSTS 
★ BODYWORK ★ TYRES ★ DIAGNOSTICS 
ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 


12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


® Telephone 0121 559 9985 H facebook 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


HENLEY 
*FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independently Family Owned and Run 
Business Proudly Serving Families 
And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 
Pre Planned Funerals 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 665 64 
Emily House, Warley Road, Oldbury 



MCA 


Nobile Com 


provides the folio 
services: 


Aid/NCA 
i ng 


r/laptop repairs 
and IT support 



■as we're mobile 
'11 come to you! 


For more info ur «■ mi uur sue _ 

CALL 0121 403 3425 m ™™ " , °bilecomputeraid.co.uk 
Follow us on Facebook 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • insurance work - NO problem 
Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PPICESII! 
For Free advice and quote call Wtarlc Guest on 

01384 456490 or OT9TG 227034 










































BRAIN GYM N „43. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


z 

2 

w 

3 

L 

4 

Q 

5 

o 

6 

D 

7 

K 

8 

V 

9 

M 

10 

G 

ii 

C 

12 

P 

13 

T 

u 

15 

N 

16 

s 

17 

J 

18 

X 

19 

B 

20 

Y 

21 

H 

22 

R 

23 

A 

24 

E 

25 

26 

F 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 


i 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

1 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

R 

13 

26 


1. Booth Farm 

accommodation (5) 

4. Where clinkers 
are found, path 
is diverted to the 
south (3,4) 

8. Its name is 
changed by the 
occupants (7) 

9. The rubbish that 
people are willing to 
swallow! (5) 

10. A very small coin 
for a tiny child (4) 

11. See 13 down 

13. Unusually old, 
turnip-headed 
numskull (4) 

14. See 23 Across 

16. Made a signal - 
gets rude, maybe 
( 8 ) 

17. Not being used as 
an image, we hear 
(4) 

20. Lawn is attractive 
when put back (5) 

21 & 5 Dn Those 
who take a cold 
bath don’t find 
themselves in 
trouble (3,4,3,5) 

22. Group not charged 
- allowed to leave 
(3,4) 

23 & 14Ac. Much 
comes from 
splendid distribution 
of cards (5,4) 


Down 

1. They record earth- 
shaking events (13) 

2. Let in to make a 
confession (5) 

3. This fills the cracks 
in the instrument (4) 

4. Some of the plans 
were to hide the 
solution (6) 

5. See 21 Across 

6. Letter of introduction 

(7) 

7. In the main it’s back 
to front (5-8) 

12. Fish to be all at sea! 

( 8 ) 

13 & 11 Ac. Far-flung 
tale from remote 
connection (7,8) 

15. Animal used in 
hunting the first of 
the buzzards, a bird 
of prey (6) 

18. Lacking smartness 

- needs to be sorted 
out (5) 

19. Kind of party 
forming part of the 
fiesta, gentlemen 
(4) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Stage furnishings (5) 

4. Artist (7) 

8. Praise insincerely (7) 

9. Bewitch (5) 

10. Large jug (4) 

11. Rider (8) 

13. Merit (4) 

14. Impure (4) 

16. Hand over (8) 

17. Joy (4) 

20. Semi-precious stone (5) 

21. Colossal (7) 

22. Builder (7) 

23. Squeeze (5) 


Down 

1. Discriminate (13) 

2. Pursue (5) 

3. Roster (4) 

4. Rector (6) 

5. Cut (8) 

6. Obstruct (7) 

7. Recollections (13) 

12. Expectation (8) 

13. Issue (7) 

15. Epistle (6) 

18. Spear (5) 

19. Halt (4) 


5 

9 

7 

8 
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8 

1 

2 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 3 Addresses; 8 Tour; 

9 Deduction; 10 Rubber; 11 Metre; 14 Loose; 

15 Ever; 16 Right; 18 Nuns; 20 Rules; 21 Doubt; 
24 Martin; 25 Defaulted; 26 Toil; 27 Otherwise. 
Down: 1 Startling; 2 Dumbfound; 4 Deer; 

5 Route; 6 Satire; 7 Eros; 9 Defer; 11 Might; 

12 Evolution; 13 Presently; 17 Tread; 19 Solace; 
22 Below; 23 Left; 24 Mess. 

QUICK - Across: 3 Spectator; 8 Norm; 

9 Accoutred; 10 Intact; 11 Penal; 14 Niche; 

15 Lame; 16 Deter; 18 Thor; 20 Eager; 

21 Reach; 24 Decant; 25 Bilateral; 26 Slur; 

27 Blandness. Down: 1 Indignity; 2 Protector; 

4 Pact; 5 Close; 6 Astral; 7 Over; 9 Acted; 

11 Patch; 12 Laughable; 13 Territory; 17 Repel; 
19 Remain; 22 Clean; 23 Bill; 24 Dais. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. What do we call the scavenger bird Corvus 
corax? 

2. What is the capital of Australia’s Northern 
Territory? 

3. What is the main constituent of the alloy 
pewter? 

4. Which plant is the Scottish national 
symbol? 

5. What is the capital of Chechnya? 


6. What is traditionally the official residence of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer? 

7. What was boxer Joe Louis’s nickname? 

8. Which cotton fabric is named after the Iraqi 
city Mosul? 

9. What is the name of the Atlantic-Pacific sea 
route around the north of Canada? 

10. Which Broadway award is named after 
3 and producer Antoinette Perry? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Magnetic field; 2 Marcel Marceau; 
3 Guernsey; 4 Green Monkey Disease; 

5 A loofah; 6 Christian Scientists; 7 Egypt; 
8 Joan Collins; 9 Gasoline; 10 Euripides. 
Niner: UPHOLSTER 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

7629183 gives a tube station, 

457453 gives a second tube station, 

89154 gives a commuter town. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 



Fly-stay-cruise onboard Norwegian Spirit 

11 nights • 12 Dec 17 • °22 Dec 17 • 23 Jan 18 
2 Feb 18 • 12 Feb 18 • 22 Feb 18 • 4 Mar 18 

PREMIUM ALL INCLUSIVE 

Travel in style on board Norwegian Spirit on this wonderful ten night 
winter sunshine cruise to the Canaries, Madeira and Morocco. Enjoy more 
freedom at no extra cost. Norwegian Cruise Line is now Premium All 
Inclusive, bringing you a range of valuable included benefits and services 
and a brand new feeling of freedom at sea. Premium All Inclusive benefits 
include a wide choice of premium alcoholic beverages, soft drinks, 
unrivalled dining experiences, award winning entertainment, service 
charge and gratuities, selected speciality coffees with meals, junior and 
youth programmes, fun aqua parks, modern sports facilities and many 
more. 

Prices based upon 23 Jan 18 departure. Prices vary on all other dates. 

°22 Dec is a 12 night package including 11 nights on board. On board credit applicable 
to selected dates only. 


Includes... 

• Return flights from Birmingham airport to Barcelona 

• 1 night pre-cruise stay at a 4 star central hotel in Barcelona with breakfast 

• 10 nights on board Norwegian Spirit with Full board 

• Transfers between Barcelona airport/hotel/port 


Call our friendly and helpful cruise experts to find out more about these exciting cruises. 

01902 519219 quote WOL 

www.cruiseoffers.com 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 9.00-17.30 
SAT 9.00-15.00 


Organised by Cruise Connections Ltd, part of the Omega holidays Group. AB1A No P0136/Y6422 A10L No 11239. Prices shown on 23 Jan 18 departure from Birmingham airport Prices vary on all other dates. Prices and availability are subject 
to change & re-confirmation at time of booking. Our prices include your flights for which we have allowed a reasonable budget. Prices based on two people sharing. The holiday prices quoted were correct at the time of printing, but 
may increase or decrease according to the cost of the flights. You will be advised of the up-to-date price when making your booking. Applicable to new bookings only. “This is a 12 night holiday including Lanzarote and prices differ for the 
festive period. For more details, full terms and conditions please call us or visit www.cruiseoffers.com. 
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Father’s Day 

MESSAGE 


SATURDAY JUNE 17 


Place an I lustrated Father’s Day 


message in the 


:i. 1 


ONLY £10 

CALL 01902 317 878 

Or fill in the coupon below 


HAPPY 

FATHERS 

DAY 


'love you dad 




Write your message here. One word per box 


Father’s surname:.First name:. 


Circle the 
illustration 
of your choice 


® lit 


Sender’s name:.Senders number:.. 


If you have selected an il ustrated message, please enclose a cheque for £10, 
made payable to M.N.A, and send to the address below. 

Or place a FREE message in the Express & Star. 

Book online at: bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk using discount 
code DAD100 or complete coupon and send to the address below 


Send to: Father’s Day Greetings, Classifieds, 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV11ES or call 
into your local Shropshire Star office. Deadline for messages is 11am, Friday, June 16,2017. 


Express & Star 


Schoolboy invites Queen 
to his 5th birthday party 



Shaan Dulay, aged four, who had a reply, after inviting the Queen 


A FOUR-YEAR-OLD got a 
shock reply when he wrote 
to the Queen to invite her to 
his fifth birthday party next 
month. 

Shaan Dulay, who goes to 
Hydesville Tower School in Wal¬ 
sall, sent a letter to Her Majesty 
after learning about her in his his¬ 
tory class. 

Sadly the Queen declined the kind 
invitation, but the youngster, from 
Sandwell, has been treated to a trip 
to London to visit Buckingham Pal¬ 
ace after his birthday. The schoolboy 
was planning a big party for his birth¬ 
day on June 25 and decided to try his 
chances at getting Elizabeth II as a 
special guest. Mum Baljinder Dulay, 
aged 39, told him she receives millions 
of letters and - although she reads 
them all -might not reply. 

Obsessed 

But Shaan received the shock of his 
life when a letter from the Palace was 
delivered by the postman. 

Mum Baljinder said: “He learnt 
about the queen in one of the lessons 
at the school. When he came back one 
day he started telling me a lot about 
he learnt and said ‘I want to go and 
see the Queen because she’s got lots 
of horses’. He’s obsessed with horses. 

“He said he wanted to go to Buck¬ 
ingham Palace to see her but I told 
him it wasn’t as easy as that. So he 
said ‘if we cant go there she can come 
here’ and wrote the invitation.” 

The letter says she is ‘the best 
Queen in the world’ and like a ‘real su¬ 
perhero’. It reads: “Dear HRH Queen 
Elizabeth, I think you are the best 
Queen in the world. I really like your 
crown and the red cloak you wear; it’s 
like a superhero. I love horses just 
like you. I wish I could come and see 
your horses. That would be so amaz¬ 


ing. When I grow up I am going to be 
a pilot. I would like to fly your planes. 

“Mummy said be kind and help oth¬ 
ers. When I am big I am going to help 
the poor children like mummy does. 
Can you make everyone help the chil¬ 
dren as you are the Queen and every¬ 
one must listen to you? Can you please 
come to my house for my birthday? 
It is on June 25. I need to talk to you 
about horses, planes and the poor chil¬ 
dren. I can even make horse shaped 
biscuits for us to share. Pretty please. 
Love Shaan Dulay.” 

He send the letter on March 13 and 


the reply came on May 2. In response, 
the letter on behalf of the Elizabeth II 
said: “The Queen wishes me to write 
and thank you for your letter and for 
your message of support for Her Maj¬ 
esty at this time. 

“Although unable to accept your 
invitation to come to your house for 
tea because of her very busy schedule, 
the Queen greatly appreciated your 
kind thought for her and Her Majesty 
was pleased to learn that you too like 
horses. 

“The Queen hopes you have a very 
happy birthday on June 25.” 



2017 


T PUB OF T 
THE TEAR 
IS BACK 


TO BE IN WITH A CHANCE 
OF WINNING CAFE: 


Wolverhampton 

Dudley 

Mid Staffs 

Sandwell 

Walsall 

Region: 

Region: 

Region: 

Region: 

Region: 

Luke Durnall 

Marina Gibbons 

Debbie Tavner 

Dan Eccles 

Sharon Oscar 

on 

on 

on 

on 

on 

01902 319691 

01902 319641 

01543 465333 

01384 353227 

01543 465335 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
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BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Family home in 
cul-de-sac has been 
well looked after 

Having been beautifully cared for, this three- 
bedroomed detached family home in Goldicroft 
Road, Wednesbury, is a family home in an ideal 
cul-de-sac location. 

Having off-road parking to the front with a garage, it 
also has a stunning mature private rear garden. The 
property is for sale through Skitts at £189,950. 

The accommodation briefly comprises a porch, 
entrance hall, through lounge diner, a kitchen, three 
bedrooms, a modern shower room and a separate 
WC. 

In more detail the entrance hall has stairs off. 

Having a bay window to the front, the lounge/diner 
also has a fireplace and a sliding door to the rear. 

With a range of wall and base cupboards with work 
surfaces over, the kitchen also has doors to an under¬ 
stairs cupboard and rear garden. 

Bedroom one has a bay window to the front. 
Bedroom two overlooks the rear and bedroom three 
has a window to the front. 

The family shower room has a shower cubicle, 
vanity wash hand basin, a heated towel rail and fully 
tilled walls and flooring and there is a separate WC. 

Outside, the garage has an up-and-over door, 
power and lighting. 

Skitts Estate Agents began in 1979 as a partnership 
and has proudly remained so for over 37 years. 

This means the people who own the company, 
run the company on a daily basis and are 
responsible for all aspects of its growth, success and 
professionalism. 

Currently, the four partners oversee eight branches 
and 30 staff across the West Midlands region and as 
such, are one of the largest independent sales and 
letting agencies in the area. 

ARLA and RICS qualifications allow individual 
partners to offer additional, specialist services 
including property surveys, valuations and buy to let 
advice. 

Whilst probably best known for residential property 
sales, lettings and management, the company offers 
an active commercial and industrial property agency 
service including specialist advice on rent reviews, 
lease renewals and investment portfolios. The branch 
network enables the firm to cross sell properties from 
every office providing maximum coverage within the 
local area. 


WEDNESBURY £189,950 



lovey o u r postcod e .co m® 

Birmingham's Best Rated Estate Agents 

SAVE THOUSANDS - LOCAL SUCCESS - 0800 862 0870 


*OVER 1,000 CLIENT REVIEWS ONLINE - MORE THAN ANY OTHER BIRMINGHAM BASED AGENT 
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Two-bedroomed home 
has plenty to offer buyer 


BEARWOOD 

£ 179,950 


This traditional two-double bedroomed terraced 
house in Loxley Road, Bearwood, is for sale through 
Robert Oulsnam at £179,950. 

Requiring general modernisation, viewing is essential 
to appreciate just how much this home has to offer, 
said a spokesman for the selling agents. 

Decorated in neutral shades throughout, its 
accommodation briefly comprises an entrance hallway, 
two reception rooms, under-stairs storage, a kitchen, 
a rear vestibule, a shower room, two bedrooms, 
bathroom and gardens. The company spokesman 
added: “Situated within Bearwood, this traditional 
terrace is a most sought-after style, popular amongst 
local residents, and is in keeping with the character of 
the area.” 

Contact Robert Oulsnam on 0121 429 9986. 



Two-bedroomed 
bungalow has 
great space and 
pleasant garden 

BEARWOOD 

£ 199,950 <« 


A charismatic detached 
bungalow, 140 Abbey Road, 
Warley, Bearwood, has a 
pleasant garden and great 
living space. 

It is for sale through Love 
Your Postcode at offers over 
£199,950. 

The accommodation 
includes a hallway, a good- 
sized reception room with 
a large bay window and 
kitchen with ample space for 
a breakfast/dining area and 
there is a separate utility area. 

The two double bedrooms 
are both good sized. 

The family bathroom has a 
three-piece suite including a 
combined shower and bath. 

A large loft space runs 
across the whole property. 
This is perfect for storage 
or can be converted into a 
dormer, said a spokesman for 
the selling agent. 

Contact Love Your Postcode 
on 0333 344 7772. 


Cottons 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


www. cottons.co.uk 



34 SYCAMORE ROAD, WEDNESBURY 
GUIDE PRICE £75,000 - £79,000 (+FEES) 



4 CHURCHFIELD AVENUE, TIPTON 
GUIDE PRICE £25,000 - £30,000 (+FEES) 



( Forthcoming 
Auction 



Cottons 

C M A H T e It C D SlIKVtYOIII 


THURSDAY 25TH MAY 2017 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


36 LOTS INCLUDED 

For full details of our lots available?? 
for advice on any aspect of Buying or 
Selling by Auction. 

Call our friendly and professional 
Auction team on 0121 247 2233 



Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


DEFINITION OF GUIDE PRICES 

The guide price is an indication of the seller’s current minimum price expectation at auction and the guide price, or 
range of guide prices, is given to assist prospective purchasers. The guide price can be adjusted by the seller at any 
time up to the day of the auction in light of the interest shown during the marketing period and bidders will be 
notified of this change on our website and by the auctioneer prior to the lot being offered. 


Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your Catalogue 

Considering Selling by Auction? 

Call for your No Obligation Appraisal 

Tel: 0121 247 2233 or 
email auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 


DEFINITION OF RESERVE PRICE 

The reserve price is the seller’s minimum acceptable price at auction and the figure below which the auctioneer cannot sell. It is usual, 
not always the case that a provisional reserve is agreed between the seller and the auctioneer at the start of marketing and the Final 
Reserve Price will be agreed between the auctioneer and the seller prior to the auction sale. Whilst the reserve price is confidential it wi 
usually be set within the quoted guide range and in any event will not exceed the highest quoted guide price. 



51 BARLOW ROAD, WEDNESBURY 
GUIDE PRICE £69,000 - £79,000 (+FEES) 



44 GREENHILL ROAD, HANDSWORTH 
GUIDE PRICE £70,000 - £77,000 (+FEES) 
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52 CHURCHFIELD AVENUE, TIPTON 
GUIDE PRICE £25,000 - £30,000 (+FEES) 


73 BURLINGTON ROAD, WEST BROMWICH 
GUIDE PRICE £70,000 - £77,000 (+FEES) 


86 DINGLE STREET, OLDBURY 
GUIDE PRICE £59,000 - £69,000 (+FEES) 


94 PARKES STREET, SMETHWICK 
GUIDE PRICE £85,000 - £90,000 (+FEES) 


2 DEVONSHIRE DRIVE, 
GUIDE PRICE £140,000 


WEST BROMWICH 
- £155,000 (+FEES) 
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PROPERTY 



Extended four-bedroomed detached in cul-de-sac 


Being extended, this four- 
bedroomed detached property in 
Silverstone Close, Bentley, lies in 
a cul-de-sac location. 

It is for sale through L&S Prestige 
Estates at £189,995. 

Its accommodation briefly 
comprises an entrance hall, lounge, 
dining room, fitted kitchen, rear 
sitting room, guest WC, utility area 
and ground floor shower room. 


BENTLEY 

£ 189,995 


To the first floor are four bedrooms 
and a family bathroom. The property 
also has double glazing and gas 
central heating throughout. 

Outside there is driveway parking 
and a garden area to the fore with an 
enclosed garden to the rear. 


The property is superbly situated 
for easy access to a wide range of 
local amenities, a choice of popular 
local schools and excellent transport 
links. It is in need of some cosmetic 
improvements in parts but has 
excellent potential for comfortable 
family living given the location and 
size of the accommodation on offer. 

Contact L&S Prestige on 01902 
606 595 or visit www.prestige- 
estatesuk.com 


MY WORLD 

SALE / LETTING / COMMERCIAL 




TOM GILES & Co 


E: general@tomgiles.net www.tomgiles.net 
Oldbury T: 0121 552 6171 





TIVIDALE £229,950 

LOWER CITY ROAD 

A detached property situated in one of the areas most 
sought after locations with potential to extend to side and 
rear subject to Planning and Building Consent. In need of 
some improvement. EPC Rating E 



I OLDBURY 
MOAT ROAD 


£199,950 


I Sought after residential location. Traditional 
semi-detached house offering good sized family 
accommodation. Well maintained and presented 
I throughout Double glazing, gas central heating, garage 
I and off road parking. Established garden. EPC Rating D 




OLDBURY 
SYCAMORE ROAD 


£225,000 


Modern detached residence offering good sized family 
accommodation, situated within walking distance of 
Langley High Street. Central heating, double glazing, 
garage and off-road parking. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC 
Rating C. 



ROWLEY REGIS 
BLACKBERRY LANE 


£135,000 


The opportunity to acquire an extended end of terraced 
house in need of slight improvement with potential for 
further extension to the side subject to planning approval. 
Central heating, double glazing, side garage/store and 
private rear garden. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating E 


I OLDBURY 
GILES ROAD 


£119,950 


a 

a 


Ideal first time purchase or investment opportunity. 
Terraced house in popular residential location, close to all 
amenities including Langley Green Railway Station and 
Langley High Street. EPC Rating G 




TIPTON 

ANITA AVENUE 


£114,950 


Ideal first time purchase or investment opportunity. 
Modern semi-detached house with double glazing 
and gas central heating on popular Tividale Quays 
Development. Internal inspection recommended. NO 
UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating D 



I OLDBURY 
EAST AVENUE 


£119,950 


8 

B 


Terraced house in need of general updating offering 
ideal first time purchase or investment opportunity with 
the benefit of central heating, double glazing, garden 
to front, parking at rear and low maintenance garden. 
EPC Rating D 






ROWLEY REGIS 
WINCHESTER CLOSE 


£65,000 


A recently re-decorated and well-presented second 
floor flat within popular location. Communcal Parking. 
EPC Rating E. 


OLDBURY £11,500 

BIRMINGHAM STREET per annum 

A fully refurbished retail premises in prominent location with large 
open sales area and storage/kitchen area to rear. Access to rear. 
EPC Rating E 



ROWLEY REGIS 
JEFFREY ROAD 


£675 pcm 


Exceptionally well presented and re-decorated traditional 
semi-detached property with central heating, double 
glazing, front and rear gardens and off-road parking. 
Deposit £1,000 - EPC Rating D 




I OLDBURY 
EVA ROAD 


£650 pcm 


a 

8 


Popular and convenient residential location. Terraced 
house offering good sized accommodation with off-road 
parking. EARLY INSPECTION RECOMMENDED TO AVOID 
DISAPPOINTMENT. Deposit £900. EPC Rating D 



OLDBURY 

BRISTNALL HALL ROAD 


£650 pcm 


Spacious semi-detached house within catchment area 
for sought after infant, junior and senior schools, central 
heating, double glazing, off-road parking, large garden to 
rear. Deposit: £900 EPC Rating E. 


Contact us for a 


FREE VALUATION 


T: 0121 552 6171 
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SKITTS 


ESTATE AGENTS 


Sell Online from 99 Inc VAT 


□ 


™0KE3K]@ ®F 9WW 


xk§w urn ®[W rdb 

ca® qaxlb ca® ra® ratmK 

maasQ. 


Contact your Local High 
Street Branch. 

wedneslxiry@sldtt5.net 0121 5051818 

sedgley@skitts.net 01902 686868 

lettings@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 

greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 
dudley@skitts. net 
bilston@skitts. net 
bloxwich@skitts. net 
willenhall@skitts. net 
wednesfield@skitts. net 
westbromwich@skitts.net 0121 530 4240 
wolverhampton@skitts.net 01902 788188 


01384 214 996 
01902 353578 
01922 478104 
01902 631151 
01902 732324 


Willenhall Street, 
Wednesbury 


£90,000 Offers 

■■li 



Margaret Road, 
Wednesbury 


™ Goldicroft Road, Wednesbury 

- Offers in the Region Of £189,950 



Vicarage Road, Wednesbury 

Offers in the Region Of £235,000 



2 

i—I 3 

1 

EPC C 



David Peacock 
Close, 

Fees apply 



L~J 2 

3 


_ 2 

EPC TBC 































































































LOVE YOUR Birmingham's Best Rated Estate Agents 

POSTCODE £780 - NO SALE / NO FEE - SAVE THOUSANDS - LOCAL SUCCESS 

OVER 1000 CLIENT REVIEWS ONLINE 








# No1 

ACHIEVING 99%+ 
ON FINAL PRICE 

fa 7 ] 

MOST ONLINE 
EXPOSURE 

8 

21 DAY 

OFFER PROMISE 


FREE SET UP ON 
YOUR FIRST RENTAL 


RENTAL DEFAULT 
GUARANTEE 

n 


3,000+ PRIVATE 
CLUB MEMBERS 


TRUSTPILOT 


RATED “EXCELLENT” 


• THREE BEDROOM TERRACED HOME 

• NEW MODERN KITCHEN & FITTINGS 

• BEDROOMS WITH STORAGE 

• NEUTRALLY DECORATED 


» FULLY RENOVATED 

• EPC RATING: D 

• SEPARATE GROUND UTILITY AREA 

»10 MINUTE DRIVE TO BATTERY RETAIL 


Offers in Excess of £154,950.00 

Ryland Street, Birmingham City Centre Riverway, Wednesbury 


• TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT 

• OPEN PLAN LIVING QUARTERS 

• MASTER BEDROOM WITH EN-SUITE 

• EPC RATING: C 

Offers in Excess of £214,950.00 
Charlotte Close, Tividale 


• FOUR BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED HOME 

• SPACIOUS THROUGH LOUNGE 

• EXTENDED PLAN L-SHAPED KITCHEN 

• EPC RATING: E 

Offers in Excess of £184,950.00 
Winchester Road, West Bromwich 


• QUIET CUL DE SAC LOCATION 

• NEWLY INSTALLED KITCHEN 

• GARDENS FRONT & REAR 

• EPC RATING: B 

£104,950.00 

Holliday Street, City Centre 


• TWO BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED HOME 

• OFF ROAD PARKING FOR TWO CARS 

• NICELY DECORATED THROUGHOUT 

• EPC RATING: D 

Offers in Excess of £104,950.00 
Navigation Street, City Centre 


• PRIME LOCATION TWO BEDROOM FLAT 

• MASTER BEDROOM & EN-SUITE 

• COMBINED LIVING & KITCHEN AREA 
•STUNNING BALCONY VIEWS 

Offers in Excess of £174,950.00 

Stone Street, Oldbury 


• TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT 

• WELL PRESENTED AND MODERN 

• MASTER BEDROOM WITH EN-SUITE 

• EPC RATING: C 

Guide Price £109,950.00 
Wallows Road, Brierley Hill 


• THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• MODERN KITCHEN WITH BREAKFAST/DINING 

• LARGE FRONT & REAR GARDENS 

• EPC RATING: E 

Offers in Excess of £104,950.00 
Ashes Road, Oldbury 


• TWO BEDROOM MID-TERRACED 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• UPSTAIRS FAMILY BATHROOM 

• EPC RATING: E 

Guide Price £144,950.00 


• TWO BEDROOM MODERN MAISONETTE 

• ALLOCATED PARKING SPOT 

• PRIVATE GARDEN INCLUDED 

• EPC RATING: C 

Offers in Excess of £129,950.00 


Let my property with Love Your 
Postcode. The initiai appointment 
to finding a tenant took 
2 and a half weeks. 

Very friendly people. Kate who 
dealt with my property was very 
professional and pleasant 

Great communication, constantly 
keeping me Informed with 
viewings and progress. 


Julie Croft, Bilston 


Cascade Way, Dudley 


• FOUR BEDROOM DETACHED BUNGALOW 

• MASTER BEDROOM & EN-SUITE 

• LARGE KITCHEN & DINING AREA 

• EPC RATING: C 


Guide Price £194,950.00 
Doulton Close, Quinton 

* js# 


• THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• SPACIOUS LOUNGE/ CONSERVATORY 

• KITCHEN/ DINER 

• FITTED WARDROBES 

Monthly Rental Of £625.00 
Greenridge Road, Handsworth Wood 


• TWO BEDROOM MODERN SEMI-DETACHED 

• CONTEMPORARY STYLE KITCHEN 

• RECEPTION ROOM WITH DOUBLE PATIO DOORS 

• TWO CARPETED DOUBLE BEDROOMS 

Monthly Rental Of £625.00 
Essex Street, City Centre 


Sales Team 

0121544 9595 


Worlds End Lane, Quinton 


Shannon Uppal 

Sales Negotiatior 


Guy Vaughan 

Senior Valuer 


A 

Sukhi Chall 

Branch Manager 


Hope Daniels 

Local Property Expert 


Asif Kola 

Head of Sales 


tk 

Kate Lister 

Account Manager 


rs 

LA 

David Price 

Designer 


• TWO BEDROOM PENTHOUSE SUITE 

• BALCONY & PRIVATE TERRACE 

• MASTER BEDROOM WITH EN-SUITE 

• OPEN PLAN LIVING AREA 

Monthly Rental Of £1,750.00 


• TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT 
•10TH FLOOR 

• UNDERGROUND PARKING 

• MASTER BEDROOM WITH EN-SUITE 

Monthly Rental Of £1,500.00 


THREE BEDROOM LINK DETACHED 
LOCATED IN A QUIET CUL-DE-SAC 
OFF ROAD PARKING AND GARAGE 
LONG TERM LET 

Monthly Rental Of £1000.00 


THREE BEDROOM DETACHED HOME 
RENOVATED THROUGHOUT 
THREE RECEPTION ROOMS 
MODERN KITCHEN 

Monthly Rental Of £950.00 


• ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE CITY 

• PRIVATE TERRACE 

• FULLY FITTED KITCHEN WITH APPLIANCES 

• FAMILY BATHROOM WITH SHOWER 

Monthly Rental Of £725.00 


Old Snow Hill, Birmingham City Centre Pargeter Road, Smethwick 


Rentals Team 

0333 344 7772 
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Aerials 


Carpets 


Garage Doors 



TREE & GARDEN 
. SERVICES 


A Yell com 


0121 369 0975 
07877 934 027 




Kieron Bromley 
0121 S88 7116 
West Bromwich 
Walsall 
Wednesbury 


Adrian Bromley 
0121 630 3633 
Tipton 
Oldbury 
Smethwick 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £65-SATELLITE£80 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


Decorating 


Carpentry 


DOORS WALSALL 


Liam Bromley 
01902 880641 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley 
Wolverhampton 


wtjiEMMnm 


Formerly known as C W Doors 


DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS 


SHOW ROOM NOW OPEN 

SEE INSTORE FOR SPECIAL OFFERS 


• External doors 

• Oak pre Finished doors 

• White pre painted doors 

• Fire doors fitted 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 
Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall, WS2 
www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 



MEiQ electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mmm 

local service call: ^ - 


Cs^~eet | 


Alison Berrill Dip CFHP, MPS Pract 
Foot Health Practitioner 
Mobile: 07467 448263 
Email; alison.berrill@ijahoo.co.uk 



» Trees carefully pruned 
» Specialist in maintenance free gardens 
» Trimming 
» Felling 
» Turfing 
» Pollarding 
» Patios/Slabbing 
» Block-paving specialists 
» Drives 
• Patios 

» Paths Building work undertaken 
» Tarmacing - Red or Black 
Professional quality work at 

competitive prices 
All work undertaken 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 



Fencing 


Cc our tone 


Interior & exterior painting — 
and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 


ftamuny 

vOC 


M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


MDB Electrical 

» Services 

All Electrical 
Work Undertaken 
To BS7671 -17th 
Edition - Domestic, 
Commercial,Industrial & 
Repairs. Free Estimate 
No Obligation 
No Job To Small 
Call: Mat 07572532097 
Office: 0121 556 4600 
mdbelectricalservicesuk 
@gmail.com 

Emergency Callout Service Available 


T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
> AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS 

SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS 


PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


g 0121-565 4533 


0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Flooring 




JDC 

Driveways 
& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 


Free quotation 
No obligation 

01384 466950/ 
07944883248 

www.jdclandscapes.co.uk 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 

FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


M in i Digger & 
Driver available 



ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 


AtrioUUuwi 

Quality Timber 
for your 
home & garden 
projects! 


Sandwell 

y Grass Cutting 
y Small/Medium Hedge Cutting 
y Weeds Sprayed 

y Small / Medium Rubbish Removals 
y Pressure washing 
v Fence Painting 

Mobile 07908 012267 




01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 
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Gardening 


Plumbing & Heating 


GARPENIFQRCE 







07486 054067 


mis®®]® 


n HUGE DISCOUNTS 
U ON ALL TREE WORK 


Pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 

Phone Pat day or night on... 


J.H. HEATING AND 
PLUMBING 

• Central heating installation and repairs 


* Bathrooms supplied and fitted or fitting only 

• Kitchen installation 

► Tiling, replastering, carpentry and building work 
1 Electrical work 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 


Tel: 0121 5026217 
Mobile: 07775 029452 


www.jhheatingandplumbing.co.uk 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 




CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


LOFT SERVICES 


UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


\ll Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 2h 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 


See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 



INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 



V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


KEN 

BANNISTER 


Plumbing and Heating 


C.A. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment | 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich _ 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 


07538 718264 


Plumbing 


@11 


OUSEHOLD 

I— U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 


A All installations and repairs 
c Supply and fit or fit only L 99 ^ 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449-0121-602 6776 A 
V —www.household-plumbing.co.uk —^ 



ROB’S 


RUBBISH 


A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 


Small Jobs NO PROBLEM »- 

We load, No Skips, Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances, Furniture 


0121 500 6033 

07938 207122 


Roofing 


ALL 



A1 Little Job Man 


Stating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 


Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


s; 


0121 553 3020 


elite'rEastIcs 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 


www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 


Skip Hire 


Tom Corbett Roofin g Services 


Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement S. Cleaning 




RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


JVIINI/MI9I, 
SKIPS 


( 0121 ) 520 3388 
07721 387990 



Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 

www.holtornamentalironwprk.co.uk 



CUSTOMERS 
MOVING 


VERTISE 


-e about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 


Express & Star 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 18, 2017 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 


funeral directors 



Free Ads 



Place a paid for advert 


© 

By Phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. 

Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Holidays 



Q 

l _ : 

Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


m In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 



When you need 
us we’ll be there 


The co-operative funeralcare 





MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

I - \ 


2 

Leisure 

Time 




24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 4DS T: 0121 552 1170 

359 High Street, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands, 

B70 9QGT: 0121 314 8964 

www.centralengland.coop 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10.OOO.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433 

We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 



BAILEY SENATOR 9000 
CARAVAN 

1997, twin axle with full awning, 
air con, excellent condition. 
Only 1 owner. 

£ 2 , 000 . 

Telephone 07769 676331. 





CHURCH FETE 

Saturday, May 20 
10am-12noon 
£1 admission includes tea, 
coffee and biscuits. 
Large plant stall, books, brie a 
brae, homemade cakes. 
Broadway United Reformed 
Church 

Broadway North 
Walsall, WS5 3PH 

All proceeds to Christian Aid. 



IBANEZ BASS GUITAR 

4 string model, sr1400t-vnf, 
comes with its own fitted case. 

£700. 

07584 085071. 


Free 

ITS FREE, ITS EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



" \ 

spring fayre 

v _ 


SPRING FAIR 

Charlemont Methodist Church, 
Charlemont Road, West 
Bromwich, B71 3DU. 

Saturday, May 20. 
11am. 

Admission free 



LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for sale 
on 5* park. Golf, fishing, bar & 
restaurant, pet friendly £24,995 inc. 
2017 site fees www.pearllake.co.uk 
01568 708 326 

self catering > 

v holidays 

BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 

BUDE CORNWALL 2 BED 
CHALET On 4* woodland site, pool 
& free entertainment. May, June, 
Sept & Oct £140 pw. Whitsun & July 
£200pw School Holidays £395pw 
07974 226 928. 


V 

travel abroad 

V___ 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 


3 

Home & 
Services 



DUCAL pine single bed with Sealy 
Regatta mattress. Stag hi-fi 
cabinet. Both in excellent condition, 
£50 each. 01922 459838. 

FURNITURE NOT SOLD why not 
donate it to care for patients at 
Katharine House Hospice. Call us 
now on 01785 760715 



AMAZING SALE Autos, tumble 
dryers from £79. Gas & electric 
cookers, fires, fridge freezers, built 
in ovens & hobs at sale price 01902 
403770 Past and Present 24-26 
Church St, Bilston (opp town hall). 



6x5 

Lap Panels 

£1 7 each (inc vat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 




Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 

Freephone 0500 506041 or 
01922 712184 


AS NEW petrol 5 in 1 garden tool, 
cost £130, never used, 25 months 
warranty still left £80. 01902 
730538. 



ASH RECLAMATION 


All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


THIS COULD 

BE YOURS 


Solid oak kingsize bed frame, 
less than 12 months old £150. 
Beko tall freezer, 5 drawers, 
55cm wide, frost free, less than 
12 months old. £125. 

Two imitation leather grey bars 
stools £50 the pair. 
Modern Three door wardrobe 
with mirror and 2 drawers at 
bottom. £120. 

Modern chest of drawers, 5 
drawers at bottom, 2 half 
drawers at top. £60. 
07763 019002. 


VARIOUS BAIN MARIE catering 
equipment for sale. Open to offers. 
07860 673165. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 



WANTED WHITE inset sink, to fit in 
work top bathroom. 

01902 730538. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 



CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 



Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 



\ 

bathrooms 

\___ 


BATHROOMS R US 


Over 20 years exp in 
bathroom installations. 
Refurbs/ Plastering 
EMERGENCY CALL OUTS! 


20% OFF, FREE QUOTES 


BATHROOM DESIGN. All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms. 07850 382548. 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592/07837 994465 


A DAMP 
M PROOFING 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, 
building & plastering work . 

FREE QUOTES 

07538 118034 or 01902 752161 



ALL BRICKWORK, ROOFING, 
PAVING & GROUNDWO RKS ETC . 

FREE QUOTES CALL 
01215304962/0795 8766771 


building supplies 


QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


aerials 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 


alarms/security 


CCTV 4x Camera Kit + Installation £550 

Free Mobile App, 4ch HD recorder, 1TB 
HDD, 4x HD Cameras, 17" Screen, lyr 
warranty & professional installation 

Swift CCTV Installation Service 

01922 278 246 
Hello@swiftcctv.co.uk 


blinds 

V_ 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


carpentry & | 

V joinery | 

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 

Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, staircases and refurbs. 
07903 234137 or 0121 4939733. 


carpet fitters 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


fencing 


PORTWRy 

FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

7 0 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.f 
Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 



“I am extremely 
happy with the 
service I get from 
my Express & Star 
Classified Sales 
Representative 
and I would 
recommend them 
to anyone!” 

Michael - 
Portway Fencing. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


gardening 
i services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
wwwJandywoodlandscaping.co.uk 



J&B TREE CARE Landscape and 
Jetwashing Services. All Pesticide 
/Fungicide work. Free fixed quotes: 
07786 166856/ 01922 449268. 


gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


MADE-TO-MEASURE 

BLINDS SALE 



MEASURING & FITTING INCLUDED 


BLINDS I CURTAINS I SHUTTERS I CARPETS 


HILLARYS 
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gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 


Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to cariy out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


handyman 

services 


FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 



I average around 1 to 2 
phone calls a day from 
customers as a direct result 
of my Classified Advertising. 
I am very happy with my 
response levels. 

Mr Causer. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes. 07850 559315. 


LOCK & CARPENTRY Plumbing, 
Small job specialist. Free quotes 
01902 683100 or 07934 460864. 


house clearances 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


ironing services 


KAREN 
m BATES 

10% off first orders 

Ironing Services - Stafford 

07841 677282 


kitchen fitters 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


lock services 


LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 01922 780078. 


painters 

decorators 


□ 


A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 


C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and ^Flooring. 


Free quotes, call 07973 286288. 

LADY DECORATOR, full house or 
one wall - to customer requirments. 


For a quote call 07522 643706. 


plans prepared | 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 




plastering 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503 / 07519 694516 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 
Services. Home/Garden Improve¬ 
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 770897 


MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01922 606503 or 07519 694516. 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 


plumbing & j 


heating 


ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job foo small or large. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 


A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. 
01922 660410 or 07540 950588. 


GAS CENTRAL HEATING Central 
heating and Boiler changes. Gas 
Safe, Free Quotes: 07497826697. 


PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or lame. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07 £j21 411108. 


removals 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


considered. Call on 07867 86: 


KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 


roofing 


iGRIRFi 


fflBUI 


Pitched and Flat Roofs. 

All types of repairs undertaken. 

Chimneys, Fascias and Guttering. 
NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

35 Years experience 


0030 £MDfl 0?0fl0iE(iMM] 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


rubbish removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 


_ <ips 

Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


skip hire 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIRSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 


Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 




All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery iaster than a phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


AAA SKIP HIRE All sizes available, 
competitive prices. Call: 01922 
711411 (option 2) or 07592 940556. 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


upholstery 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


01543500677 07738851601 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts / TV setups. 07850 330251. 


A 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
from any other location 


puppy from any other locat 
than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland tiews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 
liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 



commercial 
V premises 


j 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 


MM 


6 

Property 




NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 


of premises to le 


FLATS one bedroom (new build) 
and three bedroom. Rushall area. 
07443 917182 


STUDIO FLAT Fully turn, 24hr hot 
water, pp, all bills inc, nr Sandwell 
hospital. 07828 504083. 


J9 


Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 


from £65 pw* 

*Includes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


(sasiEQasasa 

J9accommodation.com 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



EXPERIENCED CNC TURNER on 

XYZ Proturn Lathe SLX425/555 
Full Time @ £15.00 Per Hour 0121 
556 0275 NO AGENCIES. 


CATERING ASSISTANT / DRIVER 

Preparing buffets for local busi¬ 
nesses, some delivery work. 
Experience and flexibility essential. 
Hours: 16 to 20 p.w (6.30am start) 
Monday to Friday (variable) Tipton 
area. Call 0121 520 3245 


Home Cash Buyer 

sll today, sign today, complete when u wisl 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 


Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 



CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 
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“We have been advertising 
in the Express & Star 
and Chronicles for over 
20 years and consider it a 
key part of our business 
with the regular flow 
of calls, which our 
advertising generates.” 

Black Country Homes 


Classified Ids 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 


“I am really pleased with 
the response 
I get from my Classified 
Advertising!” 


Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 


Classified 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 

We can help you all 

make a fresh start cow 

With solutions to suit... — 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 
0121 405 0767 OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


* Terms and 
Conditions apply 


WE BUY CASH 

ANY HOUSE w# 

■ CALL US FREE 24 Hours/ 7days 

0800 246 1047 j 


WE OFFER £20,000 CASH ADVANCE 

<2f NO Fees & FREE Solicitors (2f We Buy Any Area & Any Condition 


www.ukfastsale.co.uk 


I BUY HOUSES 


» Expired listings • Vacant houses 

» Fire damaged houses • Smelly houses 
» Debt ridden houses • Unwanted houses 


Any place, any area, any condition. If you don’t want it, I do! 

Call Amy; 07511 239 OIO 



BIRMINGHAM: 17-18 JULY & 30 N0V.-1 DEC. 4 

WOLVERHAMPTON: 16-17 SEPT. T 

TELFORD: 20-21 MAY & 23-24 OCTOBER f jZm 

Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEB0T0MIST 

NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 
NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 

ocn 

For more info rfA/\i^nAA 

ortobook: WWW. gCU|JCU#C .COIT1 

HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community - MOD 

full time - general 

L_ - _ 1 


K5EZ3 


Voestalpine Metsec pic, a leading manufacturer of cold rolled 
steel products based in Oldbury, West Midlands has the following 
vacancies: 


APPRENTICES 


We are currently seeking 5 Apprentices to enter our training 
programme. This is a highly regarded scheme which offers an 
excellent opportunity to earn while you learn. Voestalpine Metsec 
pic remains one of the few Engineering companies to run an 
in-house scheme, without any external support. We are looking 
to achieve the goal of 20% of the workforce being Apprentices 
by 2020. 

Voestalpine Metsec pic has a thriving Apprentice Centre, where in 
the first year you will be based in the Apprentice workshop where 
you will learn basic metal working skills in bench fitting, marking 
out, milling, lathe work, operating the pedestal drill and some basic 
assembly skills. 

On completion of the first year, you may then have the opportunity 
to move onto an Advanced Apprenticeship to obtain an NVQ 
Level 3 which involves working in all departments to gain a good 
understanding of how the business is run. During this time you 
may also have day release to a local college/training provider to 
gain a Level 3 Technical certificate to compliment the NVQ Level 3. 
We require applicants to have an interest in manufacturing, have an 
outgoing personality and a positive outlook, be willing to learn and 
have a good work ethic, have good attention to detail, be capable 
of working to set instructions, be capable of working as a team 
member and on own initiative and be reliable and punctual. 

These positions offer an attractive remuneration package including 
all the usual benefits. 

To apply, please forward your CV to HR Department, Voestalpine 
Metsec pic, Broadwell Road, Oldbury, B69 4HF or by email to 
hr@metsec.com detailing all relevantexperience/training/ 
certification. 


Closing date for applications is 30 June 2017 

Voestalpine Metsec pic is an wnPQta I n i n ^ 

equal opportunities employer v ueb Id I p IM fc? 


Etf/IRA 

A4tiSfC«Cl*G 


Envira Recycling Ltd 
Kelvin Way West Bromwich 

require 

2 X YARD OPERATIVES 


An opportunity has arisen for two full time yard staff to cope 
with expansion and increased volumes. 

Reporting to the Yard manager the successful applicants will be 
given full ongoing training and will be required to carry out various 
tasks including baling, sorting materials and loading and unloading 
trucks with forklifts (forklift training provided). 

Will need to work well in a team and be self-motivated. 
Working hours are 6am-4pm Monday to Thursday 
and 6am-2pm Fridays. 

Salary depending on experience. 

To apply please email your CV and covering letter to 
applications@envira.co.uk for more company information 
please visit the web site www.envira.co.uk 
Agency’s need not apply 


1000s OF JOBS AT 
YOUR FINGER TIPS 

Register your CV today, visit 


WE CAN HELP YOU FIND 
YOUR PERFECT JOB' 


. CV i ci n j 

• J08 ALERTS 

• cv matching 



Motoring 







FORD FIESTA GHIA 

1.4, R Regn, long Mot, full 
service history from new from 
Fords. 38, 000 miles. 
Outstanding condition in/out. 

£750. 

07543 824815. 



FORD FIESTA ZETEC 


2006, 35,500 miles, red. 
Bought from new. Lady driver, 
MoT April, recently serviced. 
Good condition, 1242cc. Nice, 
economic runner. Cannock 
area. 


£1,495 ono. 
07976 329815. 



FORD KA STUDIO 


2007,1.3 3 door, 89,000 Miles, 
black, long MoT, New clutch, 
new brakes, new tyres, 2 lady 
owners from new, ideal first car 


£950 

01922 414563 


IDEAL 
FIRST CAR 


FORD KA EXCLUSIVE 

04 reg. 

12 months MoT. 

Black leather trim. 
Electric windows, pas, alloys, 
remote central locking. 
New tyres. 

73,000 miles. 

£550 ono 
07976 293994. 


MG ZR 1800CC 
MANUAL 


2004, MoT January 2018, 
excellent condition. 


Exchange for automatic car. 


Up to 1800cc. 
Telephone 07471 792847. 


BARGAIN 


RENAULT CLIO 1.2 

5dr, blue, 04 reg, all extras. 
Full MoT. 

Looks and drives excellent, 

£395. 

07399 612471. 


RENAULT MEGAN 

06,1,4cc. 

New gasket, timing belt, 
water pump, plugs, coils, 
clutch. 

£1,500 


Or exchange for smaller car 
with cash. 


01902 419769. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 18, 2017 
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ClassffiedAds 





PEUGEOT 107 URBAN 
LITE 1.0 

2008, 52,000 miles, red, one 
owner (lady), fsh, long MoT. 
Very cheap to run. 

Ideal 1st car. 

£2,495 ono. 

07976 653388. 



RANGE ROVER FANTOM 
2.7 DIESEL 


Auto, 

2008, 

grey, 

97,000 miles, 
full MoT, 

very good condition. 

£15,000 o.n.o. 
07836 568903. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA ACTIVE 


1.6, 5-dr, 2009, silver, 
one lady owner, 

34,500 miles, 
just serviced, 

12 months MoT, 
£3,295. 

07870 860689. 01543 459530. 



VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE 


2010, metallic grey, full MoT, 
fsh, 34k, 4 months warranty and 
3 year service package 
included. 


£5,000 ono. 
07891 039918. 



2006, one previous lady owner, 
89,000 miles, 9 stamp full 
service history, last service at 
87,575, alloy wheels, radio CD, 
climate control, aircon, sports 
interior, immaculate condition. 

£2,795 

07486 646777. 



CITROEN DISPATCH 


PANEL VAN 

2005, 

187,000 miles, 
MoT April 2018, tidy. 

£1,400. 

07768 841443. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



crash / repairs / 
resprays 


PORTWAY 

RESPRAYS 

Accident Repairs 
■CarsfandWans 


■ seitiRrenw 
Resprays 
■from £2501 
OLDBURY 
0121552 3133 



Local 


Infomiation 





GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S LICENCE 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Planning 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 


DC/17/60491 


Mr Andrew Bucknall Sandwell MBC 
Sandwell MBC Car Park 

Dudley Road 
Oldbury 


Proposed removal of condition 2 of 
planning permission DC/14/56736 
to continue the use of the car park 
for car boot sales for a further 
12 months. 


This is a major application. 
DC/17/60371 Erik Purchase 


16-24 

Wolverhampton 
Road 
Oldbury 
B68 OLH 


Proposed mixed use development 
consisting of two development 
plots (site A and site B). Site A 
consists of 2 No. A3/A5 
(restaurants & cafes/hot food 
takeaway) units at ground floor 
with 33 No. apartments set above 
with associated parking. Site B 
consists of 6 No. dwelling 
houses. 


Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR NICK BUBALO, Director - Regeneration and Planning 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Woods Lane, Cradley Heath) 
(Temporary Road Closure) Order 2017, intends to temporarily prohibit 
any vehicles from proceeding along Woods Lane, Cradley Heath at the 
point of its junction with Forge Lane. The maximum duration is 
18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 04/06/17 
effective from 03/06/17. Traffic will be diverted via Cradley Road, 
Chester Road and vice-versa. Purpose - new elecricity connection 
on Lower High Street. 


Harbinder Singh Grewal 
of 93 Union Street, West 
Bromwich B70 6DG is 
applying to change an 
existing licence as follows: 
To add an operating centre 
to keep TWO goods vehicles 
and ONE trailer at 93 Union 
Street, West Bromwich B70 
6DG. 

Owners or occupiers of 
land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre(s) 
who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would 
be affected, should make 
written representations to 
the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds LS9 
6NF stating their reasons, 
within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the 
same time send a copy 
of their representations 
to the applicant at the 
address given at the top 
of this notice. A Guide to 
Making Representations is 
available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s Office. 
Dated: May 18th, 2017 


FREDA GEORGINA MARTIN 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late of 
245 Pound Road Oldbury West Midlands B68 
8NQ, who died on 17/10/2016, are required to 
send particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 19/07/2017, 
after which date the Estate will be distributed 
having regard only to claims and interests of 
which they have had notice. 

THOMAS HORTON LLP 

Strand House 70 The Strand Bromsgrove 

Worcestershire B61 8DQ TS01606 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include .. 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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CS COLTS TRIALS 

We will be holding trials to 
recruit U16’s to form a brand 
new Sunday Team playing in 
the Walsall Junior Youth 
League. 

Sunday 4th June, 2017. 
Cheslyn Hay Leisure Centre, 
Saredon Road, Walsall, 
WS6 7JQ. 2pm-4pm. 

We are looking for talented 
players in all positions. You will 
be playing on 3G surface so no 
metal studs allowed. All players 
should wear shin pads. 

To book a trial email name, date 
of birth and position to 
cscoltsul 6@outlook.com 
Call 07484 650507 for info. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The council has made The Borough Council of Sandwell (Hollyhedge Road, Hartland 
Road, Pennyhill Lane, Hopkins Drive, Haypits Close, Thursfield Road, Willett Road, 
Conner Road, Sheldon Road, Alexandra Crescent, Holly Road & Stanley Road, West 
Bromwich) (20mph Zone) Order 2017 effective from 18/05/2017, to: 1) Prohibit any 
vehicle exceeding a speed of 20mph on the sections of roads highlighted in grey on 
drawing number 39467.2) The provisions of this Order shall not apply to:- any vehicle 
on occasion when it is being used for fire brigade, ambulance or police purposes, if the 
observance of that provision would be likely to hinder the use of the vehicle for the 
purpose for which it is being used on that occasion, or to a vehicle being used: (a) for 
Serious Organised Crime Agency purposes, or (b) for training persons to drive vehicles 
for use of Serious Organised Crime purposes. However, (except where it is being used for 
training the person by whom it is being driven), the exemption does not apply in relation 
to a vehicle unless it is being driven by a person who has been trained in driving vehicles 
at high speeds. 3) The Order shall not apply to a vehicle if it is a vehicle used for the 
naval military or airforce purposes and that vehicle it is being driven by a person or a 
member of the armed forces of the Crown on an occasion when:- (a) the person driving 
the vehicle is a member of the Special Forces as defined in the Road Traffic Exemptions 
(Special Forces) (Variation and Amendment) Regulations 2011; and (b) the vehicle is 
being driven:- (i) in response, or for practice in responding, to a national security 
emergency by a person who has been trained in driving vehicles at high speeds; or 
(ii) for the purpose of training a person in driving vehicles at high speeds. Full details may 
be examined at: Sandwell Council House, Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE 
during normal office hours. Anyone wishing to question the validity of the Order on the 
grounds that any aspect of the relevant legislation has not been complied with can apply 
to the High Court by 29/06/2017. 



GOLD OLD FASHIONED, 
HOMELY, BLACK COUNTRY 
BLOKE 

Mid 60’s, tall, placid, nice looker 
with smiley face, own house, no 
ties, seeks lady 50-70 to settle 
down with, looking after each 
other. 

Box Number P20800, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


X a a 

RECENTLY WIDOWED 
GENTLEMAN, 71 

is looking for a nice lady with a 
hope of forming a long term 
relationship, to enjoy the 
benefits of life and travel. 
Photo appreciated (returned). 
Box Number P20804, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


WLTM SINCERE YOUNG AT 
HEART LADY, 

For friendship, with 73 year old, 
widow gentleman, 
having happy outlook on life 
GSOH, also young at heart, 
sharing friendship for those so 
important times, 
for company, chats, 
day and evening occations. 
8-10 miles of Rugely 
Box Number P20805, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 


*Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250 
go to: www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

T r*f ^ *T&C’s apply 

J!' * Free Ads 


REACH 
CUSTOMERS 
ON THE 
MOVE 



Advertise your business 
on the 

Express & Star website 

To find out how you can benefit call MNA Digital on 01902 319730 


MNADI ITAL 
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Baleno perfect choice for 
middle-sized family car 



Standard equipment across the range is comprehensive 


to 

a> 

3 

a 
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By James Parker 

Suzuki is well known globally for its expertise in 
small cars and the new Baleno hatchback is its 
latest example. Since launching its first car in 1955, 
the Suzulight, Suzuki has produced a vast range of 
significant models each tailored to the needs of its 
time. 

A larger car than Swift at 3.99 metres long, Baleno 
offers a more rational choice for buyers looking for extra 
interior space and larger boot capacity but may not be 
looking to move up in size to a Vitara or S-Cross. 

Baleno offers the best tandem distance in its class 
which is the measurement taken between the front and 
rear seats. 

Standard equipment for all Baleno models in the 
range is comprehensive and the SZ-T model (Available 
with 1.0-litre Boosterjet) includes six airbags, 16-inch 
alloy wheels, HID headlights, air conditioning, satellite 
navigation, DAB Radio with USB and Bluetooth 
connectivity, rear privacy glass, cruise control with speed 
limiter and front electric windows. Prices start at £12,999. 

SZ5 (Boosterjet and SHVS model) adds automatic 
climate control, rear electric windows, 4.2 inch central 
colour trip display, LED rear lights, Adaptive Cruise 
Control and Radar Brake Support. 

After the debut of Boosterjet in the Vitara S last year, 
the engine technology continues for the Baleno model 



There’s plenty of interior and boot space 


with an all new 1.0-litre three cylinder version. Offering 
the same level of power and torque of a much larger 
capacity normally aspirated engine (1.8-litre), it delivers 
an effortless drive and genuine driving pleasure. 

This unit has an output of 111 PS and is also Direct 
Injection turbocharged (DITC). The new engine has 
very compact dimensions and offers 170Nm of torque 
available from 2,000rpm through to 3,5000rpm. The 
optional six speed automatic transmission equipped 
model offers 160Nm of torque and is available slightly 
earlier at just 1,500rpm through to 4,000rpm. 

Boosterjet technology is developed by Suzuki and is 
characterised by improved fuel efficiency and driving 
pleasure made possible by using a small displacement, 
high torque turbocharger. 

Historically, power and torque delivery from a turbo¬ 
charged engine would not have been available until 
much higher engine speeds, offering less flexibility to the 
driver. 

The 1.0-litre engine offers strong benefits in 
performance too with 0-62mph acceleration time of 11.4 
seconds with manual transmission and 11.0 seconds for 
the optional automatic model. 

Suzuki first introduced its Dualjet technlogy in 2014, 
initially in the 1.2-litre Swift (K12C) and then more recently 
in the 1.0-litre Celerio (K10C). This technology is now 
utilised for the four cylinder 1.2-litre Baleno and includes 
the addition of SHVS (Smart Hybrid Vehicle by Suzuki). 

The SHVS mild hybrid system is a compact and 
lightweight system that incorporates an Integrated Starter 
Generator (known as ISG) which acts as both a generator 
and starter motor, the ISG is belt driven and assists the 
engine during vehicle take off and acceleration and also 
generates electricity through regenerative braking. 

The system also uses a compact lithium-ion battery 
placed under the front passenger seat to store energy 
and incorporates an idle stop function operated via 
the Integrated Start Generator. The SHVS system only 
uses its conventional engine starter motor when first 
started from cold, under all other conditions it uses the 
higher voltage ISG unit to allow smooth and quiet engine 
restarts. 

In the new Baleno the SHVS system helps Suzuki 
reach a top class C02 emissions figure of 94g/kmplus 
achieve a fuel consumption figure of 70.6mpg on the EC 
combined cycle. 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 


THE DUDLEY MOTOR COMMHIY "REAL" SALE 


£500.00 FINANCE DEPOSIT ALLOWANCE AVAILABLE ON SELECTED VEHICLES 
£500.00 MINIMUM TRADE-IN ALLOWANCE ON ALL VEHICLES 
FINANCE AVAILABLE ON EVERY VEHICLE IN STOCK (SUBJECT TO STATUS, T&Cs APPLY) 


* 


NEW 17 REG CORSA 1.4 STING 66 CORSA ENERGY 1400, 
3 DR. RED-WHITE, ONLY 1,500 MILES! 

DELIVERY MILES, SAVE OVER £7K ON LIST 

GOING FAST PRICE, ONLY 

£8,995 £7,995 


64 CASCADA 2.0 CDTi SE 
CONVERTIBLE 
MASSIVE REDUCTIONS! 
ONLY 

£11,995 


65 CORSA VXR1.6T 
ONLY 7K MILES 
SAVE OVER £7K ON 
NEW PRICE ONLY 

£11,995 


65 ASTRA 1.6 DESIGN 20K 
MILES SAVE OVER £9K 
ON ORIGINAL LIST PRICE, 
CHOICE FROM 

£7,995 


16 ASTRA 1.0 TURBO 
TECHLINE- SAT NAV,13K 
MILES SAVE OVER £7K ON 
LIST PRICE, CHOICE FROM 

£9,995 


ONLY A FEW LEFT!! 

16 INSIGNIA SR11.6 CDTi 
23,000 MILES SAVE OVER 
£12,000 ON ORIGINAL LIST 

PRICE, ONLY £10,495 


14 M0KKA CDT11.7 SE, 
LEATHER DAB ETC. CHOICE 
OF M0KKA AVAILABLE, 
FROM ONLY 

£10,495! 


15/65 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA CDTi Diesel Hatchback, SRi, 5-dr, VX Line Navigation, 
White, 10,000 miles. 

15/65 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA SRi Nav VX Line, White, 16,000 miles. 


16/16 VAUXHALL ASTRA SRi NAV 1.6 CDTi 5-dr, White, Sat Nav, One Owner Tourer . £13,495 

15/65 VAUXHALL CORSA VXR1.6 Turbo, 3-dr, White, 15,000 miles . £12,995 

14/64 MERCEDES BENZ B-CLASS180 CDi SE ECO Grey, 28,000 miles . £12,995 

15/15 FORD FOCUS TITANIUM 1.0 5-dr, EcoBoost, Grey, 7,000 miles . £11,995 

15/65 VAUXHALL M0KKA1.6 PETROL SE 2WD Black, 14,200 miles . £11,995 

15/15 VAUXHALL M0KKA EXCLUSIV1.6 CDTi White, 10,000 miles . £11,495 

15/15 RENAULT CAPTUR DYNAMIQUE Diesel, Black, White Roof, 14,000 miles . £10,995 

15/15 FORD FIESTA ECOBOOST ZETEC’s RED EDITION 13,000 miles . £10,995 

14/14 VAUXHALL CORSA VXR 1.6T Arden Blue, 24,000 miles . £9,995 

12/62 CITROEN GRAND PICASSO MPV DIESEL AUTO 7 Seats, Black, 19,000 miles . £9,995 

16/66 FORD KA (New Model) 5-dr, White, Dab/Air Con, 1 ,400 miles . £8,995 

15/65 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 EXCITE 3-dr, Black, 9,000 miles . £8,495 


15 ZAFIRA 
SRI 2.0 CDTI ONLY 
9000 MILES, CHOICE 
FROM 

£11,495 

15/15 VAUXHALL CORSA LTD EDITION 5-dr, 25,000 miles . £8,495 

12/12 FORD FIESTA 1.4 TITANIUM 5-dr, Auto, 26,000 miles, White . £7,495 

15/65 VAUXHALL VIVA SE AC 5-dr, Blue, 11,000 miles . £6,995 


ADAM “JAM” 1.2 
RED N ROLL, 10K MILES 
IT’S PRICE NEW!! 
ONLY 

£6,995! 


...£13,995 

...£13,995 


09/59 CITROEN C3 PICASSO VTR PLUS 1.6 HDi Green, 27,000 miles... 
14/14 SUZUKI ALTO SZ31.0 5-dr, Red, 14,000 miles. 


...£5,750 

...£4,995 


11/61 VAUXHALL MERIVA1.4116V EXCLUSIV Black, 51,641 miles . £4,995 

10/10 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2116V SXI Blue, 33,805 miles . £4,995 

09/59 FORD FIESTA 1.25 STYLE Red, 37,647 miles . £4,995 

09/09 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.8 WT SPORT COUPE Silver, 45,849 miles . £4,495 

09/59 KIA RI01.5 CRDi 2 Blue, 45,001 miles . £3,995 

10/10 VAUXHALL AGILA 1.2 CLUB 5-dr, Red, 48,000 miles . £3,995 

12/12 VAUXHALL AGILA 1.0 S 5-dr, 43,000 miles . £3,995 

09/59 HYUNDAI 110 COMFORT 5-dr, Silver, 15,000 miles . £3,995 

07/57 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.8 WT DESIGN COUPE Silver, 61,848 miles . £3,995 


£ DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

3 TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 

° 01384 454100 www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 
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Style and technology treasure-chest 


PEUGEOT 3008, FROM £21,795 



Multi-award-winning Peugeot 3008 high on shopping list for an SUV 


By Sharon Walters 

It’s a tough old world out in the very busy 
and competitive SUV marketplace. 

There are many SUVs to tempt the buyer, so 
how do you make a decision? 

It could be that you look for quality, price, 
running costs and perhaps the accolades 
received. In which case Peugeot’s 3008 SUV 
could very well fit the shopping list. 

Taking the latter first, the 3008 SUV has a 
bagful of awards including: 2017 Car of the 
Year at the Geneva Motor Show, Carbuyer 
Car of the Year 2017 and Crossover of the 
Year 2017 in Fleet World Honours. It also 
won a prestigious technology award - the 
Technology Award at the What Car? Car of 
the Year Awards 2017 for it’s unique Peugeot 
i-Cockpit® driving environment which plays a 
big part in the pleasure of driving the 3008. 

This second generation of Peugeot’s 
i-Cockpit®, which is standard across all 
models of the new 3008 SUV range, won 
praise for its ability to put the latest technology 
safely at the fingertips of the driver, while 
creating an optimal driving position for an 
engaging and focused drive. 

And it sure did in my week of taking it out on 
the roads. 

This latest evolution includes an all-new 
infotainment system on an 8.0” high- 
resolution touch screen, as well as an 
elevated configurable 12.3” head-up digital 
instrument panel set above a compact multi¬ 
function steering wheel. 

I particularly liked the digital instrument 
screen that displays your speed, navigation, 
phone and audio information. And it is all of 
the highest quality with a premium feel. The 
whole technology package was, until this 



The cabin is high quality and well-designed 


latest 3008, only found on higher-end models 
or as an expensive option. 

The rest of the cabin is high quality as well 
and very well-designed - as is the outside. 
Plus you get a big boot and that interior is very 
spacious. The driving position is excellent 
too, with supportive seats, which on my test 
car the GT also feature a relaxing massaging 
function, that was very welcome on a very 
long trip I did which featured an hour-long 
hold-up on the motorway. 

The range starts from £21,795 with a 
well-specified Active’ model that has so 
many standard features,with a host of safety 
equipment including; AEBS - Automatic 
Emergency Braking System, adaptive driver 
and front passenger airbags (includes 
passenger airbag deactivation function), 
driver and front passenger side, front and 
rear curtain airbags, CDS - Dynamic Stability 
Control and ASR - Electronic Anti-skid 
System, driver attention alert system, Isofix 
child seat fittings (x3) in the front passenger 


and outer rear seats, programmable cruise 
control and speed limiter, and speed limit 
recognition and recommendation. All that 
resulted in a 5-star EuroNCAP safety rating. 

There is a choice of four trim levels - Active’, 
Allure’ (expected best-selling version), ‘GT 
Line’ and the top-of-the-range ‘GT’ and a wide 
choice of engines is available. 

My test car was the GT 2.0 litre BlueHDi 


180 turbo-diesel. Despite all that potential 
performance the car still manages close to 
the official figure of 58.9mpg in a combined 
cycle. A figure of 124g/km emissions results 
in just £143 a month in latest company car tax 
which started last month. This range topper 
gets all the standard equipment mentioned 
so far and so much extra kit with leather 
heated and those massaging seats, dual-zone 


climate control, rear parking sensors, rear 
screen, cruise control, the 3D Tom Tom-based 
navigation system, plus Apple Carplay and 
Android Auto compatibility. And the price 
is £32,995 which compared to others in the 
segment seems pretty good to me. 

The Peugeot 3008 SUV is stylish, well- 
equipped, a technology treasure chest and a 
good drive. Test drive anyone? 
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Action from the motocross event at Lower Drayton Farm, Penkridge. 


Riders sitting waiting for their heat at the motocross event 



Two riders battle it out on one of the corners during the AMCA British Motocross Championship 



This rider leaves a trail on his way round the circuit at Lower Drayton Farm, near Penkridge 


Burton 
charts 
proves 

CANNOCK rider Luke Burton extended 
his lead at the top of the AMCA British 
Motocross Championship with a clean 
sweep at Lower Drayton Farm. 

The defending MX1 champion won all three 
races as the series visited the course near Penk¬ 
ridge, extending his lead at the top of the stand¬ 
ings to 89 points. 

Burton, who races for the Husqvarna team on a li¬ 
cence supplied by Cannock Motorcycle Club, was fur¬ 
ther aided by the mechanical problems which blighted 
Gary Gibson and Shane Carless, two of his main title 
rivals. That allowed his Husqvarna team-mate James 
Dodd to claim second place on the day, with Richard 
Cannings, another rider who races on a Cannock li¬ 
cence, back in third. 

Challenge 

More than 800 spectators turned out over the course 
to watch some of the country’s best motocross riders in 
an event organised by Cannock MCC. 

“Everything went according to plan,” said club 
chairman Phil Bailey. “A lot of hard work went in from 
our members to make the event a success. In addition 
to the racing we also had a marquee with a live band.” 

After having two, dry, hard-pack circuits to open the 
2017 series, the Lower Drayton surface, with its mix¬ 
ture of soil and high percentage wood chip, provided a 
whole different challenge to riders. 

Yet the races ultimately delivered some very famil¬ 
iar results in the MX1 category, with Burton winning 
the first after battling past Gibson in the opening laps. 
Carless moved through the held to take second from 
Gibson, with Dodd third. 

The second and third races were even more emphatic 
for Burton, who led from start to finish in both. But 
there was trouble for Carless, who saw his frame break 


tops the 
as event 
real hit 

SPORTING FEATURE 


By Matt Maher 


while in fifth spot during race two. Cannings moved up to 
take third and then went one better with second place in 
race three behind his fellow Cannock rider. 

Kinver Motorcycle Club’s Luke Dean has slipped back 
to second in the MX2 standings. Dean enjoyed a strong 
start to the day with second place in the opening race but 
subsequent eighth and fourth-placed finishes in races 
two and three saw him lose his lead at the top of the 
standings to Dursley’s Josh Waterman. 

Teme Valley’s Ray Rowson took victory in the opening 
two races and looked on course for the hat-trick before 
Waterman, the defending champion, reeled him in over 
the closing laps of the final contest. 

Kinver’s Lewis King is third in the overall standings 
after a consistent day which saw him follow up fifth in 
the day’s opening race with second and third. Warley 
MCC’s Jason Kendrick endured a miserable day in the 
2T series, scoring just 68 points to fall from first to fifth 
in the overall standings. 

Dursley’s Brad Turner was the man to take advantage, 
reclaiming top spot thanks to a hat-trick of wins. Can¬ 
nock’s Jordan Saunders was seventh overall on the day. 

The trio of James Russell, Simon Lane and Terry 
House again dominated proceedings in the Vets, with 
Russell now enjoying a 22-point advantage at the top of 
the AMCA Championship standings. 

Russell resisted pressure from his two main rivals to 
claim a hat-trick of victories on the day, passing Lane 
late on in both races two and three. Kinver’s Richard 
Chinn was fifth overall on the day. The farm will next 
host a Cannock MCC meeting on Sunday, with interna¬ 
tional events planned for June and July. 


Poundland in Epsom 
hill sponsorship deal 

BUDGET retailer Poundland has announced it will sponsor a section of the 
Epsom Derby for the next 10 years. The Willenhall-based company has agreed 
a deal with racecourse bosses which will see the famous hill in the middle of the 
track rebranded Poundland Hill. 

The popular area of the course, which is free to the public and has in years 
gone by attracted thousands of racegoers, will be known under that moniker 
at the Investec-sponsored two-day meeting, which takes place on June 2 and 3. 

Phil White, who is responsible for Epsom in his role as Jockey Club London 
regional director, said: “We’re looking to build and reinvigorate the hill and 
having a partner to work alongside us represents a great opportunity. 

“The Derby Festival attracts such a wide range of society and that’s what 
makes it unique. It’s known as the people’s race and the activities and all the 
people who go on to the hill is one of the reasons for that. 

“The hill is unique, and having a high street retailer like Poundland associ¬ 
ated with it can only be good for its long-term growth.” 

Poundland trading director Barry Williams said: “A11 of Britain loves the 
Derby. As the people’s store, we’re looking forward to helping make the people’s 
hill at Epsom one of the best ways to experience the Derby at Epsom.” 


Golf pairs tee off 
for final at Belfry 

TWO Penn Golf Club pairings have qualified for the national 
final of the American Golf Senior Championship. 

Ken Smith from Sedgley and Steve Banks from Wombourne 
carded 45 points at the regional qualifying event at their home 
course and took the honours by a solitary point from fellow 
Penn duo Gill Meek and Jo Hah. 

Both pairs will now join qualifiers from all over the UK and 
Ireland in front of Sky Sports’ cameras at The Belfry, on Sep¬ 
tember 7 and 8. They will compete over two days for the chance 
to be crowned American Golf Senior Champions and to be in 
contention for the Tournament of Champions in Mauritius. 

Meek, from Kingswinford and Hah from Sedgley are the only 
female pairing to qualify for the finals. 

“Our Championship events have proven incredibly popular 
over recent years,” said Daniel Gathercole, director of market¬ 
ing and communication at American Golf. “We can’t wait to 
welcome all our qualifiers to the Belfry to have a great time and 
do battle for the title.” 


Firm cheques in to 
offer Strollers help 

A MANUFACTURING company has lent its support to Dudley walking foot¬ 
ball club Hartshill Strollers. 

Club member Archie Jones, a sales engineer for Waterht, part of Thomas 
Dudley Ltd, handed over a cheque for £250 to club chairman, Mark Grazier. 

Archie said: “As a local manufacturing company, Thomas Dudley Ltd. prides 
itself on being part of the community. By supporting Hartshill Strollers, the 
firm is showing its commitment to that goal.” 

Hartshill Strollers - founded nearly three years ago - play at Summerhill 
School, Kingswinford. 

The club has grown from just four members to more than 50 - aged from 
50 to 85. 

Thomas Dudley Ltd is known to have been highly impressed with the Stroll¬ 
ers’ victory in the finals of the Walking Football United Over 60s National 
Tournament in November 2016 - the sport’s equivalent of the FA Cup. 

Mark Grazier said: “Hartshill Strollers is almost entirely self-financing. So 
we are extremely grateful for the generous donation from Thomas Dudley Ltd. 

“I hope this will be the start of a continuing association between the club 
and the company.” 
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Eggington’s 
welterweight 
Euro victory 

SAM Eggington became European wel¬ 
terweight champion after a shuddering 
knockout of Ceferino Rodriguez in Bir¬ 
mingham on Saturday. The Stourbridge 
fighter (21-3) landed two left hooks in 
the 10th round which sent the defending 
champion crumbling through the ropes. 

The fight swung in Eggington’s favour 
after he emerged stronger from a chaotic 
exchange in the seventh round. 

Rodriguez (24-2) had previously won 
fights abroad in Argentina, Italy and the 
USA and boasted former world cham¬ 
pion Sergio Martinez in his corner but 
had no answer to Eggington’s strength 
advantage. Eggington, who had previ¬ 
ously stopped Frankie Gavin and Paulie 
Malignaggi, first made his mark as the 
opening round ended before body shots 
caused Rodriguez’s legs to dip in pain. 

The home fighter applied forwards 
pressure throughout, frequently bully¬ 
ing his visitor whenever they came toe 
to toe. Rodriguez was technically adept 
and remained a threat - his jab was fast, 
then he effectively switched to southpaw 
to confuse Eggington. There was a no¬ 
ticeable mark underneath Eggington’s 
right eye - in the fifth, his hands dropped 
and Rodriguez made him pay. It was the 
Spaniard’s best moment so far. 

A wild brawl in the seventh round 
clearly suited Eggington, who withstood 
four flush punches to almost stop Rodri¬ 
guez. He shoved the champion onto the 
ropes, unloading every punch in his ar¬ 
senal, and although Rodriguez teetered 
across the ring he survived a major on¬ 
slaught. 

Each fighter landed hurtful right 
hands in the eighth and ninth rounds, 
but still Eggington motored forwards 
through whatever Rodriguez threw at 
him. By the 10th, Eggington’s power 
and strength advantage finally became 
too much. 

Ayres looking for 
continued success 
more than ever 

CRADLEY hero Danny Ayres wants the 
sweet taste of success more than ever. 

Ayres has rattled up two maximums 
in Heathens colours in recent meet¬ 
ings - and he’s also piled up the points 
in the Premiership with Leicester. Now 
he wants more of the same, starting at 
the Isle of Wight, today and Buxton on 
Sunday. 

Heathens are on the road before head¬ 
ing back to Wolverhampton on May 29 
against Belle Vue. “It was always going 
to be difficult going to Cradley after the 
meeting at Rye House for Leicester on 
the last Bank Holiday,” said Ayres. “The 
high I had was so immense, I felt physi¬ 
cally drained and a bit ill going into that 
one.” 

Last Saturday saw Ayres have a mixed 
night while representing the Heathens 
in a 46-43 challenge defeat at much- 
changed Leicester. 

He won heat four despite losing his 
saddle but after scoring eight from three 
outings, locked up during heat 13 and 
then missed the two minutes due to a 
mechanical fault in heat 15. He went off 
15 metres but was unable to catch up. 


Welborn has full backing of sponsor 



Welborn, right, with sponsor Dean Hiscox 


JASON Welborn is good to go 
for more titles when he gets his 
next ring date after his sponsor 
agreed to back him as a full-time 
fighter. 

Operations director Dean His¬ 
cox, himself an ex-pro fighter, 
employs Welborn at Daneways 
Surfacing & Construction Con¬ 
tractors, of Peartree Lane, Dud¬ 
ley, and is his main sponsor. 

They have agreed that Wel¬ 
born will be exempt from work 
to undertake a proper training 


camp when the right offer for an¬ 
other big contest comes in. The 
30-year-old, from Rowley Regis, 
is a wanted man again after 
becoming WBC International 
champion up at middleweight, 
with the scalp of Marcus Morri¬ 
son. 

It was a night to remember 
for Welborn, who also has been 
a two-weight area titlist with a 
reign at super welter and won a 
Midlands welter belt outright. 

He has twice challenged for 


British honours and a WBC In¬ 
ternational crown, outpointed 
for the latter by three-time 
world title challenger Matthew 
Macklin. They have now joined 
forces, with Welborn signing up 
to Macklin’s MTK Birmingham 
stable and the two are now fo¬ 
cussed on more glory. 

He’s back with his old coach 
Shaun Cooper at the gym in 
Brierley Hill, too, with Lindon 
Scarlett and Ray ‘Raza’ Campbell 
also training him 


BAGGIES CAN'T 
HALT THE PARTY 


THEY came to be crowned 
champions. Some Chelsea 
fans paid through the nose to 
be there, and most expected a 
foregone conclusion. 

But this was Albion’s last home game 
of the season, they weren’t just going 
to roll over meekly. 

The Baggies lasted 76 minutes at Stamford 
Bridge earlier this season, before Diego Costa 
capitalised on a Gareth McAuley mistake. 

They lasted even longer this time, and it was a 
far more even contest, but Chelsea and Antonio 
Conte were not to be denied. 

Michy Batshuayi scored the goal eight minutes 
from time shortly after coming off the bench, but 
it came about in fortuitous circumstances. 

Gary Cahill’s miscued shot fell kindly to Cesar 
Azpilicueta, who rolled the ball across the six 
yard box for the striker to tuck home. It was 
harsh on an Albion side who nearly signed off a 
successful home campaign in style. A solid defen¬ 
sive performance complimented by some threat¬ 
ening counter-attacking football looked to have 
delayed Chelsea’s party for a little while longer. 

Despite the obvious advantage the visitors 
held, it was the home side who flew out of the 
traps and they had tested Thibaut Courtois 
within 45 seconds, when Salomon Rondon, 
buoyed by his goal against Burnley, flicked on 
Darren Fletcher’s clip into the box and forced 
the Chelsea keeper to tip the ball over the bar. 

Chelsea gave the Baggies a warning five 
minutes in, when Fabregas clipped perfect¬ 
ly-weighted ball onto Pedro’s run, but the Span¬ 
iard couldn’t get it under control. 

Marcos Alonso wanted a penalty soon after 
when Pedro’s cross hit Chris Brunt’s arm but 
the Northern Irishman was close to the ball and 
Michael Oliver correctly waved away the appeal. 

After the break, Albion were still threatening 
on the counter, and Rondon had the whole home 
end out of their seats 20 minutes from time when 
he escaped Luiz on the half-way line, but the 
Venezuelan didn’t have the pace to outstrip Az¬ 
pilicueta. Before the crucial goal, it looked more 
likely that Albion would score. 

Whatever happens with Albion next season, 
they showed they had the players and system, to 
keep up with the best. 


Kitted out after competition win 



Jamie Beddall and Rowley United under-14s with Mike Williamson of Wolves at Molineux 


A YOUNG football team hit the back of the 
net after winning a new set of kits - and met a 
Wolves star as part of a tour at Molineux. 

Rowley United under-14s bagged a fresh blue 
and white Mitre strip, and training equipment, 
after being selected as the local winners of an 
English Football League competition, in con¬ 
junction with DIY trade store Wickes. 

And as part of their prize, they got to meet 
Wolves centre-back Mike Williamson. 

He said: “It means a lot to the lads - they feel 
the part. The experience as well, listening to 
their conversations they were talking about all 
the potential players that have come out here 
at Molineux and the crowd and things like that. 


“It may light a bit of a fire in some of them, 
and push them that extra few steps. That’s the 
best thing about football, it’s a working class 
sport - there is no limits, anyone can play and 
get to any level.” 

The ‘Kits for Kids’ initiative invited junior 
sides to share their stories with Wickes in order 
to be in with a chance of winning, with 72 sets 
of brand new Mitre kit - in connection with 
each EFL club - being handed out. 

United compete in the Division Two of the 
Stourbridge Youth League, and have consoli¬ 
dated following promotion last season. 

Manager Dan Mandley said: “It’s a fantastic 
looking kit so the lads are chuffed.” 


Carr on top 
form for the 
Brummies 

NEW signing Liam Carr inspired Bir¬ 
mingham to a 56-34 victory over King’s 
Lynn with a 15-point maximum on 
his debut. The 21-year-old produced a 
faultless display at Perry Barr as the 
Surestop Brummies returned to win¬ 
ning ways following defeat at Stoke. 

Just two points separated the sides 
with seven races gone but Graham Dru¬ 
ry’s team kicked on to register six heat 
advantages out of the final eight to even¬ 
tually coast to victory. 

Said Drury: “We had a few mechani¬ 
cal mishaps early on but credit to King’s 
Lynn they gave it a good go in the early 
stages of the meeting. 

“But I was always confident we would 
come on strong as usual in the latter 
stages of the meeting and so it proved. 

“It was important to bounce back 
tonight by adding three more league 
points to our total and credit to our lads 
for another encouraging performance. 

“While I applaud the whole team for 
sticking at it and coming good in the 
end, I of course have to give a special 
mention to Liam Carr. 

“All eyes were on him on his debut 
and what a first impression to make. 

“He didn’t just win his five rides, he 
won very comfortably and recorded some 
very fast times in the process. 

“It’s another result which we can 
build on and now we look forward to 
going to Plymouth on Friday.” 

Carr was untouchable and gained a 
lot of confidence from stopping the win¬ 
ning run of guest No.l Luke Priest in 
heat seven. He soon settled into his new 
surroundings and set one of the fastest 
times of the season of 60.16 in Heat 11. 

Carr was supported superbly by in¬ 
form teenager Jack Parkinson-Black- 
burn who dropped just one point to the 
opposition for a third meeting in succes¬ 
sion. 

Skipper Darryl Ritchings linked up for 
four 5-Is as he returned his best score of 
the season so far. 

Friday’s clash at Plymouth was called 
off. Brummies were in action last night 
(Wednesday) at home to Buxton. 

Triathletes, young 
and old, do well 

SATURDAY saw junior Black Country 
Triathletes compete at annual Junior 
Duathlon at Stourport cycle track. 

In the Tristart category Dylan Wil¬ 
liams took the silver position, TS2 age 
group saw Alex Westbury take silver and 
Abi Hathaway bronze and in the Youth 
category Lydia Silk took silver. 

Meanwhile in the adults, Gary Bonner 
finished seventh overall and third Male 
Supervet in the Worcester Sprint Tri. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 71% 
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The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
Thursday, May 18, 2017 



COMPLETE GARAGE CONVERSIONS FROM £6.350 


* Quality installations ••• 

No deposit required ••• 

Full payment on completion 

FREE plastic ceiling with chrome inserts and 
4 x led spot lights with all full bathroom conversions 
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MAINTENANCE 


West Midlands Ltd 

I KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 

(MlEaDQiBQlED 657 EBEB 


WE DON’T USE SUBCONTRACT BATHROOM INSTALLERS UNLIKE OTHER LOCAL BATHROOM COMPANIES! 


Your local bathroom 
and kitchen specialist 

Full bathroom conversions from £3495 

Fully fitted kitchens from £4995 & 

& dr 

Friendly reliable service Ao ^ 

Fully project managed Ar 






















